CORINTH, GREECE EARTHQUAKE OF FEBRUARY 24, 1981

Umesh Chandra (EERI 1977) has reported the following from his field crew of

Ebasco geologists working in Greece:

"Immediately after the earthquake of 24 February 1981 (origin time 20 hr,
53 min, 37.7 sec GMT: 38.2°N, 23,0°E; Mg = 6.8) and its largest aftershock on
25 February (origin time 02 hr, 35 min, .8 sec GMT; same epicenter; Mg = 6.4)
occurred about 65 km west of Athens, a team of Ebasco geclogists, comprising
Norman Tilford (EERI 1980), Robert Cannon, and David Amick, undertook a field
investigation of the epicentral area.
fault trending east-west on the north side of the Corinth isthmus# Movement
Left lateral movement of about 10 cm is indi-
The length of surface rupture exceeds 2 km and is a subject of continu-
The fault rupture reoccupies a scarp about 3 to 4 meters
high, indicating earlier stress relief along this line.
and falls are closely related to the alignment of surface structure.
the most severe bulilding damage occurred along the strike of the rupture.
of the building damage occurred to poorly constructed Category B, Category C,

is about 50 cm down to the noxrth.

cated,
ing investigation.

and Category D masonry structures."

A Jjoint EERI/National Research Council, Committee on Natural Disasters team is
proceeding to Athens to join Prof. Panayotis Carydis and coordinate their recon-
naissance investigation with the Ebasco grou.
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Details of thelr findings
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They located surface rupture along a

Significant rockslides

The BERI/NRC team consists of:

Two faults, 9 km in length,
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