Temblor Registers 7.2

.and Shakes Buildings
From Russia to ltaly

From Timos Wire Services

A massive earthquake rocked Ro-
mania on Friday night, shaking build-
ings from Moscow to Rome,

Radio Bucharest said the quake
caused great loss of life and heavy
damage. .

“The situation is terrible here,” an
operator of the Bucharest telephone
exchange reported. “We know noth-
ing for sure but we have heard that
there are many dead.”

Unofficial reports put the death toll
into the hundreds, but the reporis
could not be verified.

The quake’s epicenter was reported
" 1o be about 65 miles north of the Ro-
manian “capital. One report said the
quake measured 7.2 on the Richter
scale and another 7.5,

A US. Embassy official in Buch-
arest said that at least 10 buildings in
the Romanian capital were destroyed.

“Quite a few buildings have been
badly damaged,” the official told
Reuters in a telephone interview,

“The earth started shaking at about
9:30 p.;m.,” he said. “Walls were shak-
ing and people fled into the streets.
The tremors lasted between 30 sec-
onds and one minute.”

He said all the U.S. Embassy staff,
about 60 families, were safe.

“l can't believe this happened,”
said Rodica Kessler, a ielephone
operator who walked through the de-
vastated area. “A lot of buildings
don't exist now.”

“I saw hands, I saw legs, I saw
heads. I saw very many parts of
bodies behind the buildings that ar
down now.” :

Miss Kessler said, “We have many,
many buildings, many blocks down.

-“Many people, I think that some
hundreds, all the people are dead. I
think "200 on one block of apari-
ments.”

President Nicolae Ceaucescu, who
was on a state visit to Nigeris, issued
a decree mobilizing all state resources
for rescue operations, including the
dispatch of water, bread and hasic
foods to the affected area, the British
Broadcasting Corp. reported.

The decree described the situation
in the capital as “grave” and said
there were “human losses and con-
siderable material damage.”

‘Radic Bucharest was quoted by
Yugoslavia's Radio Belgrade as say-
ing the Romanian army had moved in
to provide water and electric power
interrupted by the quake, and Roma-
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_cénter of Romania.
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an ham operators were reported relaying messages.

- A spokesman for Austria’s Central Institute for Meteqr
ology and Geo-dynamics in Vienna said the quake alg
pgobably caused widespread damage in Romania's Trap,
sylvanian Alps. .

ZAll telex and telephone connections with Romania wer
interrupted and- all calls—including official ones—wer
cdnceled for the night, the Vienna telephone exchange saig

: Tremors were felt in the Soviet Union, Hungary, Yuge
s@via, Austria, northern Greece and central Italy. N
damage was reported immediately from those countrie

Julius Drimmel, a seismologist in Vienna, said the quak
measured 7.5 on the Richter scale and was believed cen
tered in the Transylvanian Alps. The Alps link with th
Carpathians to form a mountainous semicircle through thy

;The U.S. National ‘Earthquake Information Center i
Golden, Colo., said the quake was centered about 65 mile
ngrth of Bucharest and registered 7.2 ‘

«Radio Bucharest was off the air for about 1¥% hours aff
tlf%e quake struck, a spokesman for Radio Free Europe
in Munich, West Germany.

“Several people were reported injured in Yugoslavia, &
least one of them seriously, the official Yugoslav new
o agency = Tanjug repo

from Belgrade. It said |

persons requested me
. assistance in Kragujeva
| city south of Belgrade,
all the injured had been
1| pitalized but were all o
danger.

Yugoslavian officials
tremors cracked walls in o
buildings and sent pe
fleeing into the streets i
Belgrade, Sarajevo and
greb. No serious damag
. was reported in Yugoslay
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streets after the tremor.
- The Hungarian news agency MTI said “resident
mylti-story houses ran iilo the streets’ and factory
came to a standstill in cities near the Romanian borde
eastern and southern Hungary.

Tanjug reported from the Bulgarian capital of Sofi
the quake sent residents fleeing into streets and parks.
trémor caused no major damage in central Bulgaria
electric power and telephone connections were occasio:
ly‘interrupted in some areas, Tanjug said.

Tremors in Moscow caused curtains to sway and pict
on walls to shake. . .

“The Italian seismological center in Rome said the g
shook the Italian capital, Naples and the whole of cel

tgly. -
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. Economic Growth Rises but Debris From Tremor Remains

T BY MMURBAY SEEGER

TFimes Sinf Writer

BUCHAREST, Romania—After
months of enthusiastic hard work, the
process of restoring earthquake-hat-
tered Bucharest has slowed percep-
tibly.

Thousands of construction men
were hammering, painting and plast-
ering recently along Magheru Blvd.,
the showplace north-south artery

that was.heavily damaged by the tre-
mor last March 14. ) :

But just off the boulevard, and in
older neighborhoods, the remains of
smashed buildings were still sur-
rounded by rubble, Smaller structures
were shored up with pine beams.

“In some ways, the earthguake was
good,” a Communist Party member
observed. “For weeks everyone
worked very hard to clean up the city

and get things going. Now that spirit
seems to be fading, and we are back
to normal.”
The Communist Party Central
Committee - acknowledged as much
when it. extended the deadline for
cleanup work from the end of Oclober
until the end of December. '
Just after the quake, before the full
extent of the damage was known, the
party had ordered that building re-

pairs be completed by May.

“We now know that this was the
most severe earthquake ever {o hit
our country,” a government official
said, “Everyone has been taken care
of now. Everyone who needed one
has a room, at jeast.”

The nation’s indusirial economy
has apparenily recovered quickly
from the quake, For the first nine
months of the year, economic growth
has been calculaied at 11.5% instéad
of the 10.7% called for in the five-
year plan that runs through 1980,

President Nicolae' {zausescu, who
is also the Communist Party leader,
said the higher performance rate
would now be the norm for the econ-

omy and the bonus of production
would pay for the increases in wages
and consumer goods that were prom-
ised last spring.

The country now ‘expects to build 1
‘million housing units during the plan-
ning period, an increase of more than
200,000 over the original scheme,

A recent visitor saw little evidence
of this heady economic drive in Buch-
-arest. The streets were crowded with
shoppers, and the cafes were filled
with men and women relaxing over
Turkish coffee, wine or beer. The
weather was warm, and people wait- |
ed patiently at outdoor stands fo buy
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Indian farmers are making .
cooking gas from cow dung
with the encouragement of the
New Delhi regime. Page 2.
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men end. women stood i
-hovrs o have fiowers blessed or io

the Rpinanian Orthedox Cathedral in
-South Bucharest.

" Meny,of the worshipers who could
1ol erowd into the small cathedral
were-ghle to see the new patriarch,
Justin Moisesct, who was elected in
June, ag he walked aeross the courte:
yard 1o his residence and stood on the

regsive holy candles or noly water at

porch to bless the crowd, !

Like his predecessor, Justinian Ma-
zina, who died in March af the age of
76, Jusiin Moiseseu iz considered
friendly to the Communist regime ang
o Ceaussseu personally.

The Romsnian Communigts har-
ragsed the church and its adherenis 2
few ‘years ago more than they do
now."

The open markets were filled with
fresh vegetables from a bumper har-
vest. Bvery other pedestrian seemed
1o be eating an apple.

1In the stalls there were lemcns

Continued on page 97.

from Isreel =g sign of Bomania’s
unique position as the only Soviet
bloc country. fo have relations with
the Jewish state. And there was cocoa
irom China, another indication of
Ceausescu’s independent foreign poli-
£y, which has close ties with Peking
while maintaining good relations with
Moscow,
. in the meat shops, supplies were
‘better than they were two years ago,
when floods devastated many farm
areas.
Unlike other Huropean countries,
Romania still has the 48-hour work-
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week. Plans to reduce it this year
were postponed by the earthquake.

The delayed introduction of a
shorter workweek is one of the bitter
pills that Romanians have had to
swallow since the earthquake. There
is also the expectation in most facto-
ries that workers will have fo give
the state one Sunday a month without
pay to make up for the {remor's eco-
nomic costs.

In addition, after the announcement
that higher-than-expected wage in-
creases would be paid, the govern-
ment changed the rules for pensions, -
so that most persons will have to.
work longer before retiring and then
receive smaller payments than they

expected, - .
An estimated 10,000 construction -

workers were brought into Bucharest

seats.

from the provinces after the quake to
help with the cleanup and restoration
work, Other workers have been
transferred from less egsential occu-
pations to industrial jobs, '

* Although Romanians have been

considered among the most docile of |
East Europeans—they have never
carried out protests to.compare with

" those in Poland, Hungary, Czechoslo-
* vakia and East Germany—violence

did break out in June at the Aug. 23
Stadium, :

The nation’s movie and theater in-
dustries had scheduled a benefit show
{o raise money for earthquake victims
and apparently tickets were sold be-
yond the stadium's capacity of 70,000

A melee developed between yoﬁng
people and police. At least four died.

Some Western residents have put the
death toll at 10. Teen-agers reported--
Iy tore a national flag and burned a
portrait of Ceausescu,

The incident was serious enough
for the official government news
agency, Agerpress, to issue g report!
and for the Commuinist bosses to fire
two top-ranking city officials and the
municipal police chief, ’

Meanwhile, the government has
stuck to its statement that 1,570 per-
sons died as a result of the earth-
quake, but unofficial estimates are
much higher.

“They counted as dead only those
who were officially identified, a jour-

nalist said. “No one believes that fig-
nr e."

Street estimates of the toll start at
Please Turn to Page 7, Col. 4
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3,000 and go as high as 10,000. Many
argue thal the rapid cleanup cam-
paign resulted in bodies being buried
in basements as buildings sites were
cleared.

About 33,000 apartmenis were de-
stroyed by the quake, which ruined
32 buildings with its first shock. An-
other 900 buildings had to be demo-
lished as the result of later inspec-
tions. While the toll was still rising,
government officials called a halt and
insisted that more structures could be
repaired. More than 1,800 buildings
had to be evacuated for repairs,

Many victims were housed tempor-
arily in resort hotels on the Black
Sea. Those who could prove they had
lost all their possessions were given
modeést gifts of clothing and furniture.

“Most of the buildings that col-
lapsed were built between the two
world wars, when there were jower
standards of honesty in construction
and building codes were completely
lacking,” a city official said. “The
large majority of newer buildings be-
haved very well, Only sections of two
buildings built in the last 25 years
collapsed.” ‘

The country's transportation sys-
tem, already notoriously inefficient,
was severely damaged, A new com-
puter center, valued at $2 billion,
which was about to start running the

country’s railroads, was destroyed.

Bucharest was in the process of
building a new underground transit
system, but that has been delayed by
a massive cave-in. Apparently, the
city will continue to operate indefin-
itely with some of Europe’s most
overcrowded buses and trolleys.

The quake struck a relatively small
area of the couniry, the southeast
corner, but it is the most heavily in-
dustrialized region. Bucharest iself is
home for 8% of the country's 21.6
million residents.

Ceausescu has followed a policy of
concentrating more and more political
and economic power in the capital,
despite its vulnerability.

His National Policy calls for steady,
heavy investment of one-third of na-
tional income into new industry inor-
der to continue the historic transfor-
mation of Romania from a predomin-
ately agricultural nation into an in-
dustirial one,

While Ceausescu has been success-
ful in starting this transition, and
making living standards higher than
ever before, the country still lags far
behind the leaders in the Eastern
Communist bloc, East Germany,
Czechoslovakia and Hungary.

Romania’s living scale ranks just
above Albania’s, which is at the bot-
tom of the European ladder.

Many Western experts believe that
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the regime has not granted ;ﬁéy@bﬁéf’ '

sufficient material incentives {o stim-

ulate the kind of economic efficiency
needed to maintain the country’s-per-
sistent high growth rates and rebuild
from the earthquake at the sametime.

While more resources have ‘been

made available for raising living stan~

dards faster than originally planned,

Ceausescu has also stepped up the -

tone and content of nationalistie-and
Communist exhortations in an at-
tempt to inspire the population. The

party Central Committee and rubber-.

stamp Parliament recently approved
two new elements in that policy,”

The words of the Romanian ngtibﬁ—
. al anthem were changed to praise the.

people’s “fighting traditions in de-
fense of the country’s liberty and in-

dependence.” Praise for the “libera-

tors” from the Soviet Union wag
dropped. o

Henceforth Romanians, wha are

ordinarily among the more courteous
people in the Communist world, will
call each other “Comrade” at their
places of work and in doing business
with the government. o
In ordinary contacts, individuals
are to refer to each other as “Citizen”
instead of Mr., Miss or. Mrs. In print,
those who had been called wage-ear-
ners or employes will be “work-

i " or “working personnel.”
zng people” or “working pe onite
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