
The direct costs of disasters are staggering,
but perhaps more devastating are the
indirect and long-term consequences.

Disasters
occur in every state in the US

It takes years for local governments, businesses, and citizens to recover emotionally
and financially. The long-term impact of disasters can be felt for years through lost
jobs and a depressed economy, that result from the need to redirect vital community
resources from investments in the future to replace losses of the present.

In many of the communities that have experienced disasters, homes, families, and
businesses could have been better protected through advance preparation. There
are actions that citizens, government, and businesses can take to lessen the impact
of natural disasters.

Community based mitigation promotes this forward-thinking philosophy so it will
become an integral part of how we run our communities.

Community based mitigation is an initiative that challenges the nation to undertake
actions that protect families, businesses, and communities by reducing the effects
of natural disasters. It emphasizes pre-disaster actions performed through commu-
nity partnerships that include leaders from businesses, volunteer organizations, edu-
cational entities, and governments. Reducing the effects of natural disasters makes
economic sense, and it is good public policy because it protects our citizens and our
future. In 1997, Congress appropriated funding to begin the process of developing a
meaningful pre-disaster mitigation program.

Building Disaster Resistant Communities
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We have learned that building disaster
resistance is a long-term process that
encourages unique perspectives and
approaches to addressing hazards.
Community based mitigation goes well

beyond the scope of traditional emergency management and
touches areas of planning, development, economics, education,
critical care, and cultural facilities. The success of this initiative is
dependent on the participation of your entire community.....

Building Disaster Resistant
Communities

Many of the activities that a
community can undertake as
part of community based
mitigation may already be
underway in some form. Here
are steps that can be taken to
capitalize on the positive
forces already at work and
channel them into building a
disaster resistant community.
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The following steps form the foundation of community based mitigation.

1. Building Community Partnerships
2. Identifying Hazards and

Community Vulnerability
3. Prioritizing Hazard Risk Reduction

Actions
4. Communicating Success

These steps will help you implement
community based mitigation begin-
ning with identifying crucial partners;
assessing risks and prioritizing your ac-
tions; developing a specific mitigation
plan; and communicating your activi-
ties and success to sustain support and
maintain involvement.

Like any broad-based community
initiative, community based mitigation
has roles for those who can devote
significant time and resources as well
as those who are only able to play a
small or part time role. Following are a
few examples of the types of things
you can do as a supporter or
participant.

Demonstration safe room and exhibit at the
National Emergency Training Center,

Emmitsburg, Maryland
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Individuals

To Reduce Your Risk From Wind Events...
0Have hurricane straps installed in your home or
business to better secure the roof to the walls and
foundation. This will reduce the risk of losing your
roof to high winds.

0Install and maintain storm shutters over all exposed
windows and glass surfaces, and use them when

severe weather threatens. In addition to protecting against wind, shutters also
prevent damage from flying debris.

0Have your home inspected by a building
professional to ensure that roof and other
building components are capable of
withstanding the effects of high winds.
0Reinforce the garage door.

To Reduce Your Risk From Floods...
0Move valuables and appliances to the highest
floor of your home or business. In doing so,
you increase the chance that your belongings
will be safe when a flood event occurs.

0Elevate the main breaker or fuse box and the
utility meters above the anticipated flood level
in your home or business, so that floodwater
won’t damage your utilities.
0Clean and maintain storm drains and gutters
and remove debris from your property to allow
free flow of potential floodwater.
0Purchase flood insurance.
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Individuals

To Reduce Your Risk From Fire Events...
0Move shrubs and other landscaping away from the sides of your home or
deck. All too often, homes burn when plantings around them catch fire.

0Install tile or flame-retardant shingles on your roof instead of wood shakes
or standard shingles. This will reduce the chance that airborne burning debris
will ignite your home.

0Clear dead brush and grass from your property so that it will not be there to
fuel a spreading fire.

0Install smoke detectors and residential fire sprinkler systems.

Before you begin your work, make sure you have
good plans and contact your local building
official. Nearly every community has building
codes and ordinances that guide construction
practices. Many of these are designed to reduce
your risk from all types of hazards, including
floods, earthquakes, high winds, and wildfires.
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Business Owners

To Protect Your Business...
0Identify what potential risks could affect your business during severe
weather. Are you near a floodplain? Is your business located where there
have been droughts in the past?

0Develop business continuity plans and take actions to minimize loss of jobs
and business activity. Know which employees will be unavailable to work in

times of crisis because of other obligations — children,
parents, etc. Have a back-up business location for
essential duties and for your business records. Keep up-
to-date emergency phone numbers for employees.

0Line up alternate vendors for essential supplies and
equipment. Have back-up equipment and know its
availability. Sign contracts on these items, if necessary, to
avoid last-minute rushes.

0Contact your state or local emergency management
office, building official, or FEMA Regional office for more
information on protecting your business through
mitigation.

0Comply with building, fire, and other codes.

To Protect Your Employees...
0Promote awareness of disaster prevention activities
among your employees, customers and the public. Set
examples by following fire codes and conducting

emergency drills like fire drills. Establish incentives for employees to reduce
their own risks.

To Protect Your Community...
0Encourage and support community prevention efforts that reduce the risk to
critical local infrastructures, such as electricity, water and roads that are
necessary for the continued operation of your business.
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Civic and Volunteer Organizations

0Take steps to integrate and streamline your
disaster relief and recovery activities.

0Host public education forums on the
importance of disaster prevention.

0Foster a dialogue with local government and
the private sector.
0Adopt a community and help them protect
their homes.

0Develop a strategy to foster disaster
resistence as a public value in your community.

Government Officials

0Remove all debris from culverts, streams and
channels to allow the free flow of potential
floodwaters.

0Ensure the safety or redundancy of critical
public records. Remove vital records from
basement storage areas.

0Adopt policies now that will ensure that if
flood

destruction does occur, community
redevelopment plans and actions will
minimize future flood losses. Predetermine
mitigation priorities for post disaster development.

0In urban wildfire risk areas, trim or remove brush that is located close to
schools, libraries, hospitals or any other public buildings. Replace with
landscaping that resists or retards fires where possible.
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0Use an existing or establish a new coalition of the
public and private sectors to orchestrate a
community disaster mitigation day. Partner with
hardware stores, nurseries, volunteer groups,
businesses, banks, insurance companies and others
to carry out risk reduction actions.

0Elevate electrical power stations and other utility
facilities to ensure that vital services are not interrupted during flooding.

0Ensure that regulations and codes are enforced and seek new measures to
fill any gaps.

0Create incentives for private sector risk reduction efforts.

0Link your economic development long term planning with risk reduction
strategies.

0Support mitigation activities for
school-based community service.
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Natural disasters permeate every corner of our communities. No individual,
business or organization is left untouched. If your community were to suffer
the hardship of a natural disaster, everyone would pull together to recover.
But imagine if damage could be avoided by taking steps before the disaster.
Community based mitigation is about tapping that collaborative spirit before
the disaster strikes. Community based mitigation is building disaster resistant
communities one community at a time.
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