
Mitigation Works

In June 2000, the Federal Emergency Management Agency released the “Evaluation of
Erosion Hazards” study, prepared by the H. John Heinz Center for Science, Economics
and the Environment. One of the reports most sobering finds is that within the next 60
years, approximately one out of every four homes located within 5000 feet of the coast
(excluding those located in most urban centers) will fall victim to the effects of erosion.

0“In the first few hundred feet of the coast [erosion] is as big a risk as flooding, and I think we need
to start accounting for it.”

Bill Merrell, President of the Heinz Center

0“The results of the erosion study are, in many ways, far more alarming than we thought. If current
trends hold, more than 1500 homes a year will be lost to coastal erosion. The cost of these homes,
and the land on which they sit, will be more than half a billion per year — an amount equal to the
risk of loss from coastal flooding.”

0“The erosion study provides a stark reminder that the erosion that occurs while the sun is shining
makes just as big an impact on the coastal floodplain as the erosion that happens while the rain is
pouring.”

Senior FEMA Officials

0“The vast majority (85-90 percent) of the U.S. Atlantic coast is eroding. Long-term erosion rates vary
from a small fraction of a meter to erosion hot spots with a rate of many meters per year.”

Bruce Douglas, Editor of the recent book, Sea Level Rise: History and Consequences

0“You really have two hazards from beachfront housing. [Flooding and] this gradual, wearing away
of the coast, which over time, adds up to considerable loss of real estate.”

Stephen Leatherman, Director, International Hurricane Center, Florida International University
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