The Program Committee of the 2008 Annual Meeting have prepared the following list of favorite restaurants, nightlife and attractions in New Orleans. Each list is organized by city district. The Crowne Plaza borders on both the French Quarter and CBD, and the Fauborg/Marigny and Warehouse Districts are nearby. Most restaurants are listed on zagat’s and reservations can be made there or, in some cases, on opentable.com. Please also check http://www.nola.com and http://neworleans.citysearch.com/ for the latest information/listings. We look forward to seeing you in New Orleans!

Laurie Johnson, Chair

2008 Annual Meeting Program Committee

Restaurants

French Quarter

Antoine's, 713 St. Louis St. (bet. Bourbon & Royal Sts.), 504-581-4422. One of the French Quarter’s grand dames of Creole/French cuisine.

Arnaud's, 813 Bienville St. (bet. Bourbon & Dauphine Sts.). 504-523-5433. Another old school Creole/Seafood powerhouse.

Bacco, 310 Chartres St. (bet. Bienville & Conti Sts.), 504-522-2426. From the Brennan family, “one of the more popular spots for residents of the Quarter.” Italian cuisine.

Brennan’s, 417 Royal St. (bet. Conti & St. Louis Sts.), 504-525-9711. One of the Creole originators. Popular for brunch or dinner. 

Galatoire's, 209 Bourbon St. (Iberville St.), 504-525-2021 .Also one of the Quarter’s top establishments for authentic Creole cooking, and “a famous 2-martini lunch spot for the downtown suits.” Jackets required after 5pm and on Sundays.

GW Fins, 808 Bienville St. (bet. Bourbon & Dauphine Sts.), 504-581-3467. Seafood with a modern Creole flair. “Great daily selection of fresh fish.”

K-Paul's Louisiana Kitchen, 416 Chartres St. (bet. Conti & St. Louis Sts.), 504-596-2530. The French Quarter birthplace of blackened fish. Cajun cooking.

Muriel's Jackson Square, 801 Chartres St. (St. Ann St.), 504-568-1885. Creole cuisine in lovely, but reputedly haunted building.

NOLA, 534 St. Louis St. (bet. Chartres & Decatur Sts.), 504-522-6652. Considered to be Chef Emeril’s alternative cooking. “This is a great, fun restaurant in the Quarter.” Contemporary Louisiana cuisine.
Palace Café, 605 Canal St. (Chartres St.), 504-523-1661.Another Brennan establishment with solid creole cooking; in a large attractive former bank building.

Tujaque's. 823 Decatur St. (Madison St.), 504-525-8676. “For the old New Orleans atmosphere. It's been there forever.” Creole cuisine.

CBD/Warehouse District

August, 301 Tchoupitoulas St. (Gravier St.), 504-299-9777. John Besh is considered to be one of the top chefs in New Orleans. Continental, Modern French cuisine.

Cochon, 930 Tchoupitoulas St. (bet. Andrew Higgins Dr. & S. Diamond St.) 504-588-2123.Pork is definitely the main dish. “I like the eclectic menu; can't go wrong.” Tapas-style, small plates; Cajun cuisine. 

Emeril's, 800 Tchoupitoulas St. (Julia St.), 504-528-9393. “If you are a fan of Chef Emeril, then it’s a must!” Contemporary Louisiana cuisine.

Herbsaint, 701 St. Charles Ave. (Girod St.), 504-524-4114. “It was a  favorite spot with the disaster ex-pats living and working downtown.” Small Plates, New American/French cuisine. 

Horinoya. 920 Poydras St. (bet. Baronne St. & O'Keefe Ave.) 504-561-8914. “A little pricey, but outstanding sushi and sashimi.”  Japanese cuisine.

Luke, 333 St. Charles Ave. (bet. Gravier & Poydras Sts.), 504-378-2840. “A classic elegant oyster bar and restaurant in a CBD hotel.  French (Brasserie) cuisine.

Tommy's Cuisine, 746 Tchoupitoulas St.(bet. Girod & Julia Sts.), Warehouse District, 504-581-1103. “A favorite for traditional Italian. Check out the cigar/wine bar next door.” Creole/Italian

Fauberg/Marigny

Marigny Brasserie, 640 Frenchmen St. (Royal St.), 504-945-4472. “A great dinner spot before hitting the Marigny music scene. Bistro-style atmosphere with an eclectic, creole influenced menu and yummy cocktails.”

Mona's, 504 Frenchmen St. (Decatur St.), 504-949-4115. Also close to the Marigny music scene. “Great for inexpensive Middle Eastern cuisine.” 

Around Town

Brigtsen's, 723 Dante St. (Maple St.), Riverbend/Uptown, 504-861-7610. Located in a Creole cottage, Chef/co-owner Frank Brigtsen provides a “true NOLA experience.” Contemporary Louisiana cuisine.

Café Reconcile, 1631 Oretha Castle Haley Blvd. (Euterpe St.) Central City. 504-568-1157. Southern, soul cooking for weekday lunches only.

Clancy's, 6100 Annunciation St. (Webster St.), Uptown, 504-895-1111. The place where locals take you once you’ve proven yourself and they want to thank you by introducing you to their Uptown neighborhood treasure.” Creole cuisine.

Commander's Palace, 1403 Washington Ave. (Coliseum St.), Garden District, 504-899-8221. This grand dame reopened in late 2006 after a multi-million dollar post-Katrina remodel. “Check out the historic homes and Lafayette cemetery nearby.” Creole cuisine. Jazz brunch on Saturday and Sunday. Jackets recommended. 

Eleven 79, 1179 Annunciation St. (Erato St.), Lower Garden District (on the edge of the Warehouse district), 504-299-1179. Gem of a hideaway in a little corner house. Creole/Italian cooking. “The veal is amazing!”

Felix's Restaurant and Oyster Bar Inc. 4938 Prytania St., Garden District, 504-895-1330. “Informal, good quality seafood, not too expensive.”

Li'l Dizzy's Cafe, 1500 Esplanade Ave. (N. Robertson St.), Mid-City, 504-569-8997. Both a neighborhood and tourist favorite for southern/Creole breakfast, lunch and dinner.

Liuzza's Restaurant & Bar, 3636 Bienville Ave. (N. Telemachus St.), Mid-City, 504-482-9120. “This local institution brought life and hope back to mid-City when it reopened in 2006. ’40s-era Creole diner. Great gumbo.” Creole/Italian homestyle cooking.

Mandina's, 3800 Canal St. (Cortez St.), Mid-City, 504-482-9179. “Locals sighed relief and quickly lined up to get their fix when Mandina’s finally reopened in late 2006.” An institution since 1932, it’s a popular lunch spot for both locals and tourists. Creole/Seafood cuisine.

One Restaurant, 8132 Hampson St., (bet. Carrollton Ave. & Dublin St.), Riverbend, 504-301-9061, “A favorite spot to take out-of-town guests looking for more modern Creole cooking without the hassle of the French Quarter.” Open late.


Parkway Bakery, 538 Hagan Ave (Moss St.), Mid-City, 504-482-3047. Don’t be misled by the name. This is “The Place for Po’Boy’s.” It overlooks the Bayou St. John. 

Ralph’s on the Park, 900 City Park Ave. (N. Alexander St.), Mid-City, 504-488-1000. Also owned by the Brennan’s family, the beautiful historic building overlooks the stately oaks of City Park. Great brunch spot. Contemporary Louisiana cuisine.

Nightlife

French Quarter

House of Blues, 225 Decatur St. (bet. Bienville & Iberville Sts.), 504-529-2583. Bar, Music / Performance Venue, and Restaurant.

Lafitte's Blacksmith Shop, 941 Bourbon St. (St. Philip St.) 504-593-9761. “A lounge/piano bar located in (yes) a nationally historic blacksmith’s shop.”

Napoleon House, 500 Chartres St. (St. Louis St.), 504-524-9752. Enjoy the atmosphere of the Quarter classic, built in 1797.

Preservation Hall, 726 St. Peter St. (bet. Bourbon & Royal Sts.), 504-522-2841. Jazz Club, Music/Performance

Faubourg/Marigny

Café Brasil, 2100 Chartres St. (Frenchmen St.), Latin Music, Bar.

Ray's Boom Boom Room, 508 Frenchmen St. (bet. Decatur & Royal Sts.), 504-309-7137. Bar, Restaurant. 

Snug Harbor Jazz Bistro, 626 Frenchmen St. (Chartres St.), 504-949-0696. Jazz Club, Restaurant, http://www.snugjazz.com/.

Spotted Cat, 623 Frenchmen St. (Chartres St.), 504-943-3887, Bar, Jazz Club

CBD/Warehouse District

Le Chat Noir, 715 St. Charles Ave. (bet. Girod & Julia Sts.), Warehouse District, 504-581-5812. Comedy and musical cabaret, Lounge

Around Town

Columns Hotel Bar, 3811 St. Charles Ave. (bet. General Taylor & Peniston Sts.) Uptown, 504-899-9308. “Gorgeous Victorian hotel amidst the Garden District mansions lining St. Charles Ave.” 

Tipitina's, 501 Napoleon Ave. (Tchoupitoulas St.), 504-895-8477. Uptown Bar, Music / Performance

Other Attractions

French Quarter/CBD/Warehouse District

Audubon Aquarium of the Americas, 1 Canal St. (Convention Center Blvd.), 504-581-4629, http://www.auduboninstitute.org.

Contemporary Arts Center, 900 Camp St. (bet. Andrew Higgins Dr. & St. Joseph St.), Warehouse District, 504-528-3805, http://www.cacno.org/.

French Market, Decatur St., (bet. Esplanade Ave. & Jackson Sq.), 504-522-2621

National World War II Museum, 945 Magazine St. (Andrew Higgins Dr.), Warehouse District, 504-527-6012, http://www.nationalww2museum.org/.

Ogden Museum of Southern Art, 925 Camp St. (Magazine St.), Warehouse District, 504-539-9600, http://www.ogdenmuseum.org/.

Around Town

Ashé Cultural Arts Center, 1712 Oretha Castle Haley Blvd. (Euterpe St.), Central City, 504-569-9070. Established and emerging African-American Art / Performance Center, http://www.ashecac.org/.

Audubon Park, 6500 St. Charles Ave. (bet. Calhoun & Walnut Sts.) Uptown, 504-581-4629. Historic, graceful Southern-style park that is also home to the Audubon Zoo, 6500 Magazine St. (Exposition Blvd.), 504-861-2537, http://www.auduboninstitute.org.

Cemetery tours, http://www.saveourcemeteries.org.

Lafayette Cemetery No. 1. 1400 Washington Ave. (Prytania St.) in the Garden District. 

New Orleans City Park, 1 Palm Dr. (Marconi Dr.), 504-482-4888. Struck hard by Katrina, City Park is one of the  nation’s largest urban parks. It is also home to the New Orleans Museum of Art, 1 Collins Diboll Circle, (Esplanade Ave.), Mid-City, 504-488-2631, http://www.neworleanscitypark.com/.

