
The 2006 Shah Family Innovation Prize was awarded to Professor Ellen M. Rathje
of  the University of  Texas at Austin in recognition of  her outstanding research and 
contributions to professional practice. Her work on the coupled seismic and stick-
slip response of  potential sliding masses was innovative and insightful, and has been 
translated into guidelines that are used in California for analyzing and mitigating 
landslide hazards. She has more recently developed an in-situ dynamic liquefaction 
test that has the potential to change the way in which liquefaction is studied, and she 
has demonstrated leadership in bringing optical satellite imagery to the earthquake 
engineering field.
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The EERI Endowment Fund was established in 1994 to improve the science and practice of  earthquake engineer-
ing and related disciplines in order to reduce the impacts of  earthquakes. Members contribute to the Fund by 
donating amounts beyond their standard membership fees. In addition, two EERI members and their families have 
made major donations to support special, named programs (see below, this page).  

Endowment funding is used to initiate new or unique ventures. Each year, the Special Projects and Initiatives (SPI) 
Committee solicits proposals, then selects small, creative projects that recognize the multidisciplinary challenge 
of  earthquake risk reduction and the broad geographic and professional composition of  EERI’s membership. 
Individual members of  the SPI Committee provide oversight on the selected projects. Programs supported by the 
Fund identify gaps in research, improve application and practice, and facilitate public policy that leads to effective 
reduction of  earthquake risks.

An Overview of the Endowment Fund

Friedman Family Visiting Professional Program
David A. Friedman, Paulette J. Meyer, and other members of  the Friedman family underwrite the Visiting Pro-
fessionals Program. The Program enables EERI student chapters to meet with leading practitioners in the field of  
earthquake engineering and learn, through lectures and informal sessions, about current issues and new trends in 
the industry. For more information about the Program, visit: http://www.eeri.org/home/friedman.html. The 
following visits were supported by the Visiting Professional Program in 2006:

•	 Leo Argiris to the University of  Texas at Austin
•	 John Hooper to the University of  British Columbia
•	 Ron Eguchi to Georgia Tech



This joint project was developed by the EERI student chapters at the University of  British Columbia and the Uni-
versidad Nacional Autónoma de México (UNAM), addressing confined masonry construction. Confined masonry 
construction has become one of  the most prevalent forms of  housing construction in the developing world. 
Various guidelines for confined masonry construction have been developed by different groups throughout the 
world in an attempt to encourage proper detailing and proportioning of  confined masonry structures without the 
need for complex, and often conservative, code design proce- 
dures. The goal of  this project is to develop a commentary to 
current guidelines so that informed designers (such as NGOs 
involved with reconstruction) understand the basis for the re- 
quirements in the guidelines and can make appropriate changes
to achieve an earthquake-resistant design.

The two student chapters met  in Mexico City in November
2006, along with numerous confined masonry researchers from 
Mexico City.  The workshops, presentations and discussions cen-
tered around the report Confined Masonry Housing Guidelines that 
the two student chapters are preparing. The final report will be 
posted on EERI’s website in the spring of  2007.

Assessment of Confined Masonry Guidelines 

Students and advisors from UNAM and UBC at 
symposium in Mexico City

Travel support for 38 students to attend the 100th Anniversary Conference
SPI funds were used to provide travel support to 
students to attend the very successful 100th Anni-
versary Conference in San Francisco in April 2006. 
Students were active in poster sessions, as present-
ers, and as participants in the PEER Undergraduate 
Seismic Competition. In photo at right, students and 
others watch as a team tests their model during the 
competition.

New World Housing Encyclopedia website, including World Adobe Forum
A new website has been developed to provide greater emphasis on training materials and resources, and 
more active participation from users. The website also currently contains 110 reports
from 37 countries. The new site is currently undergoing beta testing and will soon be un-
veiled. New reports from several countries have been received, and the Farzad Naeim Prize 
was awarded for the third year, to reports from Algeria, Nepal and Colombia. A new edito-
rial board has also been appointed. See www.world-housing.net for details. 

The WHE tutorial on reinforced concrete frame buildings with masonry infill is also now 
available. This type of  building is common worldwide, and often performs poorly in 
earthquakes. Recognizing that good seismic performance of  RC frame buildings with 
masonry infill is challenging even in industrialized countries, the tutorial outlines two 
other building technologies that have higher seismic safety levels and similar costs and 
construction complexity: confined masonry and RC frame with RC shear walls. This 
tutorial was a major volunteer effort of  the World Housing Encyclopedia. 

AT RISK:The Seismic Performance of 

Reinforced Concrete Frame Buildings 
with Masonry Infill WallsA Tutorial Developed by a committee of the 

World Housing Encyclopedia 

a project of the Earthquake Engineering Research Institute

 and the International Association for Earthquake Engineering

First Edition, November 2006
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2006 Financial Highlights

Total Revenues
Investment Income 				      $596,679
EERI Contributions to Principal       		      450,000
EERI Contribution to Programs		      419,853
Member Contributions to Principal       	     419,853
Subscribing Member Contributions 
     for Programs		    		      110,679
Friedman Family Fund   		                  270,933
Shah Innovation Prize	    	       		      290,276
Total Revenues			              $2,461,307	

      
SPI Projects Funding, 2006
Investment earnings used for programs    	     $30,045           
Subscribing Member Contribution to projects      23,427	
Total Project Funding		                   53,472           

2006 DONORS

$2,000 to $5,000
Exponent2

David A. Friedman &  
   Paulette J. Meyer
I. M. Idriss
Farzad Naeim
Pacific Gas & Electric Co.2
Risk Management 
   Solutions Inc.2
Peter I. Yanev

$1,000 to $1,999
Clarence R. Allen
Lloyd S. Cluff
John M. Coil
Carl H. Josephson
John A. Martin Sr.
George M. Matsumura
Thomas D. O’Rourke 
Conrad Paulson
$500 to $999
ABS Consulting Inc.3 

Bay Area Rapid Transit3

Bechtel Infrastructure Corp.3
CH2M Hill Inc.3
Robert Chittenden
CRC Press/Taylor & 
    Francis3

John Eidinger 

$200 to $499

$7,500 to $10,000
Blume Foundation
Degenkolb Engineers1

John A. Martin & Assoc.1
Kinemetrics1

Alesch, Daniel J.
Arnold, Christopher
Bachman, Robert E.
Bertero, Vitelmo V.
Breiholz, David C.
Clark, Bruce R.
Correia, William J.
Crandall, L. LeRoy
Dooley, C. Terry
Eggenberger, Andrew J
Esquivel, Juan Carlos
Filson, John R.
Finn, W. D. Liam
Hadjian, Asadour H.

1EERI 2006 Gold Subscribing Member
2EERI 2006 Silver Subscribing Member
3EERI 2006 Bronze Subscribing Member

Forell/Elsesser Engineers 
    Inc.3
Geomatrix Consultants Inc.3
ImageCat Inc.3
Int’l. Civil Engineering 
    Consultants Inc.3
Paul Jennings
KPFF Consulting  
    Engineers3

Luis G. Mejia 
NEES Consortium Inc.3
John Osteraas
Parsons Brinkerhoff3

Cynthia L. Perry
Raito Inc.3
Refraction Technology3

James E. Russell
Daniel Shapiro
Simpson Gumpertz & 
    Heger Inc.3 
J. Carl Stepp

Frank H. Swan III
Michael Valley
Weidlinger Associates Inc.3
Robert V. Whitman

SPI Expenditures, 2006
Administration			              	     $13,873        
Program Costs
    World Housing		    		         8,906
      Small Grants				              693
      Confined Masonry Guidelines	                  10,000
      100th Anniversary Travel Support	                  20,000
Total Project Expenditures		                   53,472

Total Expenses
Program expenses offset by  
   investment income 				      $596,679
Program expenses offset by principal  		      10,316
Program expenses funded by EERI	                 322,887
Program expenses offset by subscribing 
   member contributions		                   85,904     	
Friedman Family Visiting  
   Professional expenses			        39,684	
Shah Innovation Expenses		                 103,458	
Total Expenses		                         $1,158,928	

Total Fund Balance (Revenue over Expenses) $1,302,280

Other Programs Funding	
Shah Family Innovation Prize			        16,150	
Friedman Family Visiting Professionals                  3,493
Total Other Programs Funding		       19,643

Other Programs Expenditures	
Shah Family Innovation Prize			        16,150	
Friedman Family Visiting Professionals	        3,493
Total Other Programs Expenditures	      19,643	



2006 DONORS, continued

$100 to $199
Agbabian, Mihran S.
Aho, John L.
Anagnos, Thalia
Anderson, Donald G.
Bachman, Robert E.
Bergman, David M.
Bolton, Patricia A.
Borcherdt, Roger D.
Bourque, Linda
Breiholz, David C.
Buckle, Ian G.
Chakos, Arrietta
Chang, Fu Lien (Henry)
Chapin, Michael S.
Cherry, Sheldon
Chew, Yan Yan

Li, Jia
Luna, Ronaldo
Matasovic, Neven
Miller, John A.
Minowa, Chikahiro
Moske, Thomas
Nathe, Sarah
Needham, Jeffrey R.
Nilchian, Neil A.
Oppenheim, Irving J.
O’Rourke, Michael J.
Pantelic, Jelena
Pavon, Victor M.
Peabody, Alan B.
Petal, Marla A.
Real, Chuck R.
Richards, Paul W.
Robb, John O.
Robertson, Hugh S.
Sakai, Fujikazu
Sari, Ali
Shimazu, Takayuki
Shina, Isaac S.
Silva, Walter
Steinhardt, Otto W.
Tirolo, Vincent
Uriz, Patxi
Uzdin, Alexander M.
Yamanouchi, Hiroyuki
Yamazaki, Yoshitaka
Zagajeski, Stan
Ziaripour, Fred

Christensen, Ted M.
Comerio, Mary C.
Correia, William J.
Dengler, Lori
Dobry, Ricardo
Dowrick, David J.
Eadie, Charles
Eisner, Richard K.
Emery, Linda R.
Freeman, Sigmund A.
Garcia, Francisco
Gartner, Mikael
Gould, Phillip L.
Gupta, Sunil
Hall, William J.
Hanks, Thomas C.
Holmes, William T.
Hussain, Saif  M.
Iglesias, Jesus
Imbsen, Roy A.
Irfanoglu, Ayhan
Jennings, Paul C.
Kadysiewski, Stephen
Kakaliagos, Aristotle
Kelly, James M.
Lagorio, Henry J.
Lee, Peter L.
Levtchitch, Vsevolod
Mader, George G.
Maffei, Joseph
Martin, Geoffrey R.
May, Peter J.
Merovich, Andrew T.
Morelli, Ugo
Nicoletti, Joseph P.
Prakash, Shamsher
Quittmeyer, Richard C.
Scawthorn, Charles
Taylor, Craig E.
Turner, Fred M.
Vollert, Frank R.
Wood, Sharon L.
Wright, Richard N.
Yamaguchi, Shoichi
Youd, T. Leslie

Other Amounts
Barzegar, Fariborz
Basoz, Nesrin
Bedrosian, Bedros
Booth, Edmund
Bray, Jonathan D.
Bureau, Gilles J.
Chesi, Claudio
Chew, Robert Y.
Coppersmith, Kevin J.
de Alba, Pedro A.
Elliott, Teresa
Elliott, William M.
Esfandiari, Sohrab
French, Catherine
Halbo, Finn T.
Hayes Jr, John R.
Hepworth, Richard C.
Hirata, Kazuta
Hollstein, Joe
Hosseinian, Hossein M.
Hultengren, Larry C.
Iwai, Satoshi
Jephcott, Donald K.
Joolazadeh, Mohammad
Kallaby, Joseph
Keaton, Jeffrey R.
Kempner Jr., Leon
Kreger, Michael E.
LaFave, James
Laverty, Gordon L.
Lawver, Darell J.

2007 watercolor poster sent to all Endowment Fund donors, painted 
by EERI member and past president Chris Arnold. The twelfth in the 
series he has painted, this print depicts the construction of  the new east 
span of  the San Francisco/Oakland Bay Bridge. 

Hanson, Robert D.
Holzer, Thomas L.
Jirsa, James O.
Kennedy, Robert P.
Kircher, Charles A.
Lee, George C.
Leeds, David J.
Lundeen, Terry R.
Luttrell, Kenneth A.
Mayes, Ronald L.
Mitchell, James K.
Nicoletti, Joseph P.
Nordenson, Guy J. P.
Nyman, Douglas J.
Paulay, Thomas
Penzien, Joseph
Petak, William J.
Prakash, Shamsher
Saragoni, G. Rodolfo
Savage, William (Woody)
Schiff, Anshel J.
Sharpe, Roland L.
Stojanovski, Pane
Stokoe, Kenneth H.
Sughayer, Hassan
Tobin, L. Thomas
Tubbesing, Susan K.
Veletsos, Anestis S.
Zee, Howard L.


