The New Madrid Earthquake Scenario
Vision.  The New Madrid Earthquake Scenario (NMES) will provide a comprehensive impact assessment of scientifically credible earthquakes in the New Madrid Seismic Region.   The Scenario will include risk-reduction recommendations for individual, public and corporate interests from future, Central United States earthquakes.  
Mission.  The NMES is committed to understanding large, Central U.S. earthquakes and their effects.  The NMES’s Committee will strive to: 
· plan and facilitate workshops or conferences with appropriate government and private organizations and professional societies to develop requested workgroup products;  
· educate and inform the diverse population within the Central United States Earthquake Consortium’s (CUSEC’s) region; 
· gain acceptance of “all-hazard” mitigation within the CUSEC region; 
· improve governmental awareness concerning societal impacts, so that appropriate, cost-effective legislation and preparedness activities may be initiated; and, 
· provide appropriate decision-making tools to professional sectors (including design, response & recovery, business, and government) and communities within the region.
Action Plan.  The New Madrid Chapter of the Earthquake Engineering Research Institute (EERI) has undertaken the New Madrid Earthquake Scenario with the aid of the Central United States Earthquake Consortium (CUSEC), the U.S. Geological Survey (USGS) and many other professional organizations.  The purpose of the NMES is to provide estimates of governmental, social, business, and economic impacts of one or more New Madrid seismic zone earthquakes.  The particular earthquake scenario chosen and the needed scenario products will be determined by workgroups.  These workgroups will include, or may be subgroupings of, the following: geoscience and geotechnical engineering; architecture and structural engineering; federal, state, and local government; response and recovery; utilities and lifelines; business continuity; finance and insurance; and, societal impacts and personal economic loss.   


This Scenario effort is named for the New Madrid seismic zone, the most severe threat of earthquakes in the region.  Other important seismic zones’ events may also be considered. 


The NMES will follow the “Guidelines for Developing an Earthquake Scenario” (EERI, March 2006).  The NMES is intended to provide intermediate data and products, culminating in a report in February 2012, the Bicentennial of the New Madrid Earthquake Series.  The first year of the NMES project was initiated with a participants’ workshop.  A second participants’ workshop is planned for the Winter of 2008.  These two workshops are intended to reach the broad base of possible participants (reflecting EERI’s broad focus from seismology to sociology) and decide on the working groups.  The working groups will recommend scenario products, aid in deciding the “Scenario event,” and produce their sector’s portion of the NMES report.  
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