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elevated freeways and viaducts, base isolated structures, tunnels, and seismic strengthening of existing
structures. His projects include: the new Asian Art Museum, numerous high-rise towers, a major refinery in Peru,
AT&T Park, Levi’s Stadium, and the State office building in San Francisco. His experience stretches throughout
the United States, South America, Southeast Asia, India and the Middle East.

SUPPLEMENTAL ACTIVITES
Informal discussions with students and faculty
After his lecture was finished and questions were answered, Dr. Golesorkhi had time to chat with students and
faculty—especially Professor Ross Boulanger, who knew Ramin from his days at UC Berkeley. Similarly, many
other students and faculty know Dr. Golesorkhi from his previous visits to UC Davis, so they were able to touchbase and catch up with him. Dr. Golesorkhi was presented with a bottle of the famous UC Davis olive oil, as a
token of appreciation for coming to Davis.
Lunch with students at UC Davis Gunrock Pub
Trevor, Vincente, and Mohamed took Dr. Golesorkhi out to lunch at Gunrock Pub. They had informal discussions
about research, projects, courses, faculty/colleagues, and the Civil Engineering discipline. Ramin was able to
offer everyone career advice and suggestions for achieving success. He also shared amusing anecdotes about
many prominent figures in the Civil Engineering discipline, and about his own work as a Geotechnical Engineer
in the Bay Area.

RESULTS, FEEDBACK AND LESSONS LEARNED






Reception of Ramin was excellent. Many students attended the presentation, and students and faculty
alike were excited to ask questions and chat. Ramin offered insightful responses, and everyone seemed
to really appreciate his visit.
This event boosted the prominence of the UC Davis EERI chapter. Since many non-members were
invited to the event, this served as an indirect recruiting tool for the chapter. To that end, Ramin’s quick
plug for EERI at the beginning of the presentation (the required “About EERI” intro slides) was much
appreciated.
Challenges included the UC Davis chapter’s lack of funding for lunch; this funding was supplemented
by the UC Davis GGSS chapter. Furthermore, Dr. Golesorkhi had visited UC Davis many times before,
and so giving tours of lab facilities would have been redundant and wasteful of time. In future years,
perhaps the chapter will try to select a more unfamiliar face for the Friedman Visiting Professional event,
while still inviting Ramin and others as separate events. Finally, it was difficult to coerce structures
students into attending a presentation primarily about geotechnical information, although attendance
was excellent nonetheless.
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