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2015 ANNUAL REPORT 
Utah Chapter  
of the Earthquake Engineering Research Institute 
Report Date: April 4, 2016 

This report summarizes the membership and activities conducted by the Utah Regional Chapter of the 
Earthquake Engineering Research Institute during 2015. 

MISSION & GOALS 

Chartered in 2012, the Utah Chapter is the 10th regional chapter of the Earthquake Engineering and Research 
Institute (EERI). We hope to advance EERI’s goals of promoting the advancement of the science and practice 
of earthquake engineering, improving understanding of the impact of earthquakes, and advocating 
comprehensive and realistic measures for reducing the harmful effects of earthquakes by: 

• Being a source of collective expertise on seismic hazards and risk reduction 
• Partnering with other organizations and agencies involved with seismic-risk issues  
• Being an advocate for seismic safety at the State and local government levels  
• Increasing awareness through education and lecture opportunities 
• Promoting student chapters and activities 

Involving members through participation in committee work. 

MEMBERSHIP SUMMARY 

The Utah Regional Chapter had a total of 31 members in 2015. 

OFFICERS 
The Board consisted of the following members: 

Role Name Affiliation Email 

President Brent Maxfield The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-
day Saints 

maxfieldba@ldschurch.org 

Secretary-
Treasurer 

Kevin Franke Brigham Young University Kevin_franke@byu.edu 

President 
Elect 

Ron Dunn Dunn & Associates RDunn@dunn-SE.com 

Past 
President 

Les Youd Brigham Young University (Retired) Youd1132@comcast.net 

Director Jerod Johnson Reaveley Engineers jjohnson@reaveley.com 

Director Bill Lund Utah Geological Survey (Retired) williamlundugs@gmail.com 

Director Bob Carey Utah Division of Emergency 
Management 

bcarey@utah.gov 

Board meetings were held each month, typically on the 1st Wednesday of the month.  Each meeting was held 
as a conference call, with the exception of the February 2015 which was held at the office of Dunn & 
Associates. 
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BUDGET & FINANCIALS 

Our Short Course programs – see below – have provide a good source of income for the chapter to help fund 
the various events that we sponsored and to help fund the chapter. 

CHAPTER ACTIVITIES 
 
The major accomplishment of the Utah Chapter in 2015 was the publication of the report, Scenario for a 
magnitude 7.0 Earthquake on the Wasatch Fault – Salt Lake City Segment:  Hazards and Loss Estimates. The 
funding for this report was provided by the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) channeled 
through the national EERI office.  It was a collaborative effort with the Utah Division of Emergency Management 
and the University of Utah Seismograph Stations. A PDF copy of the report can be downloaded from the Utah 
Chapter website:  http://utah.eeri.org.  This 53 page report was written for the Utah Seismic Safety Commission 
to convey the implications the scenario earthquake. The report concludes with nine recommendations to the 
Commission. 
 
The Utah Chapter does not have regularly scheduled meetings.  The meetings are scheduled as needed and 
tend to reach out to the community beyond the EERI membership. 
 

2015 EERI Short course on Seismic Ground Motions – March 5, 2015 

In 2015, the Utah Chapter hosted its second annual Short Course on March 5.  The title of the 2015 course was, 
2015 EERI Short Course on Seismic Ground Motions. The main speakers were Dr. David Boore of the USGS, and 
Ivan Wong, Principal Seismologist, AECOM.  Refer to flyer below. 
 
About 80 persons attended this short course 

Joyner Lecture with David Boore – March 4, 2015 

As part of the Short Course on Seismic Ground Motions, Dr. David Boore presented the Joyner Lecture at the 
University of Utah the night prior to short course. This event was attended by about 50 persons. Refer to flyer 
below. 

2014 EERI Distinguished Lecture with David Wald – February 10, 2015 

Dr. David Wald presented his discussion about the USGS tools for near-real time earthquake information 
systems.  The audience was comprised of both technical and non-technical participants.  There were over 100 
people who attended. Refer to flyer below. 

2015 EERI Distinguished Lecture with Robert Olshansky – July 21, 2015 

Dr. Robert Olshanksy presented the 2015 EERI Distinguished Lecture – Earthquake, Cities, and Time.  This event 
was well attended by engineers, seismologists, and planners.  It began a multi-year effort to discuss resiliency in 
Utah.  There were about 50 in attendance. Refer to flyer below. 

Joint meeting with the EERI Utah Chapter and the Structural Engineers Association of Utah (SEAU) 
October 15, 2015 

http://utah.eeri.org/
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For the second year in a row, the EERI Utah Chapter and SEAU joined forces to sponsor a joint meeting in 
October 2015.  The topic was the Nepal Earthquake Reconnaissance.  The invited speakers were Dr. Judith 
Mitrani-Reiser of Johns Hopkins University and Dr. Youssef Hashash from the University of Illinois.  There were 
about 65 attendees at this event.  This will become an annual event.  Refer to flyer below. 

OTHER ACCOMPLISHMENTS 

• With the assistance of the National Office, the Utah Chapter created a Utah Chapter logo which is at 
the top of this document. 

• With the assistance of the National Office, the http://utah.eeri.org website was greatly simplified and 
redundant sections were removed making it much easier to navigate. 

COMMUNICATIONS 

The Utah Chapter does not have a set Newsletter publication schedule.  During 2015, 3 issues of the newsletter 
were published.  The newsletter is sent to multiple organizations for distribution to their membership.  We 
attempt to get the newsletter distributed to as many persons as possible.  The newsletters are archived on the 
Utah.eeri.org website. 

STUDENT CHAPTER COORDINATION 

Brigham Young University has an active student chapter.  We have asked the BYU Student Chapter to 
contribute articles to the Utah Chapter Newsletter.  The Utah Chapter is an active supporter of the BYU 
participation in the Student Design Competition.  We made a financial contribution to help students from the 
BYU Student Chapter attend the Annual Meeting in Boston to compete in the Student Design Competition. 

During 2015 the Utah Chapter has actively pursued creating a student chapter at the University of Utah.  We 
have made some progress in this this effort and hope to have a fully functioning chapter during 2016.  Once 
the U of U chapter is organized, we will pursue a chapter at Utah State University.  

ELECTION & ELECTION RESULTS 

An election for officers was held during December 2015. The table below shows the new officers appointed to 
the Chapter board who will take office on January 1, 2016. 

Role Name Affiliation Email 

President 
Elect 

Jim Nordquist AGEC nord@agecinc.com 

Secretary-
Treasurer 

Luis Ibara University of Utah Luis.ibara@utah.edu 

Director Robert Snow AECOM Robert.w.snow@aecom.com 

Ron Dunn will assume the role of President; Brent Maxfield will become the Past President, and Bill Lund and Bob 
Carey will continue as Board members. 

Les Youd, Jared Johnson, and Kevin Franke will leave the board.  

2016 GOALS 

See Separate Document 

http://utah.eeri.org/
mailto:nord@agecinc.com
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LIST OF ATTACHMENTS  

Included at the end of this report are various attachments to supplement the information included above.  A 
list of the attachments is included below: 

• Item 1: Scenario Cover 
• Item 2: Short Course 
• Item 3: Joyner Lecture 
• Item 4: Wald Lecture 
• Item 5: Olshansky Lecture 
• Item 6: Mitrani-Reiser & Hashash Lecture 
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Scenario Cover 
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2015 Short Course  
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Joyner Lecture 
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Wald Lecture 
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Olshansky Lecture 
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Mitrani-Reiser & Hashash Lecture 
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