EERI Newsletter,

/

August

1'993

Volume

27,

Number

8

EERI Learning from Earthquakes
team (funded by the National
Science Foundation) to make up
the balance of the U.S. team. Dr.
Kazuhiko Kawashima (EERI 1988),
of the Public Works Research
Institute in Japan, organized the
itinerary for the U.S. investigatorsc
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NIST Coordinates
Japan Quake
Reconnaissance

T earn

On Saturday, July 17, 1993, the
National Institute of Standards and
Technology (NIST), under the
auspices of the U.S-Japan Natural
Resources Panel on Wind and Seismic Effects (UJNR), dispatched a
team of structural and fire engineers to perform a preliminary
investigation of the effects of the
July 12, 1993, Hokkaido-nanseioki earthquake. The EERI reconnaissance team is considered part
of this U.S. team for logistical
purposes. The U.S. team will
work with a Japanese team also
organized under the auspices of
the UJNR. For more information
on the earthquake, see page 1.
Riley Chung (EERI 1986), Leader of
th-e Earthquake Engineering Group
in the Building and Fire Research
Laboratory (BFRU at NIST, organized the twelve-member
reconnaissance team, which will consist
of three groups. Dr. Chung will
lead the structural and geotechnical group. Richard Bukowski, a
fire engineer at BFRL/NIST, will
lead the fire group. The tsunami
group will be headed by Eddie
Bernard of the National Oceanic
and Atmospheric Adminstration.
Researchers from the U.S.
Geological Survey and the Forest
Products Laboratory will join the

In addition to usual reconnaissance
activities, the U.S. team will attempt to identify opportunities for
in-depth study of the performance
of wood-framed buildings, the
causes of and response to fires,
the effect of tsunamis, and the
performance of lifelines and other
infrastructure systems.
The U.S.-Japan Natural Resources
Panel on Wind and Seismic Effects
was established 25 years ago to:
encourage, develop, and implement the exchange of wind and
seismic technologies; develop
stronger technical links between
the two countries; conduct joint
research and cooperative programs; and exchange guest researchers and equipment.
Dr .
Richard Wright, Director of BFRL at
NIST, is chair of the U.S. Panel;
Mr. Y. Sumiyoshi, Oirector-General
of the Public Works Research
Institute, chairs the Japan Panel.

1994 Proposed
NEHRP Budget
The Federal Emergency Management Agency, as lead agency of
NEHRP, is charged with preparing
an annual budget to be submitted
to the Office of Management and
Budget (0MB). The proposed budget for fiscal year 1994, which has
recently been completed and sent
to 0MB, emphasizes NEHRP activities in technology transfer.
For
more information, call FEMA's
Office of Earthquakes and Natural
Hazards at 202-646-3079.
Limited copies of the proposed budget
have been printed.
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Activities
The Memphis State University student Chapter of EERI is off to a
flying start, with three seminars
and one field trip since its
establishment last December. The
seminar speakers were Warner
Howe (EERI 1974), Mike Durkin
(EERI 1980), and Charles Bryant,
speaking on Earthquake Building
Standards; Casualties, Emergency
Response, and Social Impact of the
1990 Philippines Earthquake; and
Emergency Management and Disaster Planning. The field trip visited
building and bridge sites in Shelby
County that were studied by the
Center for Earthquake Research at
Memphis State as part of a USGS
seismic vulnerability study. A
second field trip is planned for
August, to observe drilling in
Arkansas and Missouri for a geophysics and earthquake engineering study by USGS.
There

are ten student

members

in

this active chapter.
K. C. Yiak is
the past-president
and Narasimha
Rao Patri is the new president.
Faculty advisors are Shahram
Pezeshk (EERI 1989) and Tzyy-Shiou
Chang (EERI 1989).
The EERI
contact

Japan

member

is Warner

Howe.

Quake

continued from page 1
All three earthquakes occurred on
a north-south fault line where the
Eurasian and North American continental plates meet. The epicentral area of the earthquake was
outside the danger zones desigU
nated by the government's coordi- nating committee for earthquake
prediction, and thus took the
seismology community by surprise.

