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News of the Institute

100th Anniversary Conference Tutorials and 
Professional Development Program
The 100th Anniversary Earthquake Conference, scheduled for April 18-22,
2006, will feature programs that have never been offered at previous EERI 
national conferences. The EERI Northern California Chapter is taking the
lead role in developing a tutorial program on a wide range of topics de-
signed to provide information on basic principles to both professionals and 
laypersons, and indeed, anyone who has a stake in earthquake hazard miti-
gation. Following are examples of tutorial topics: 

Approximately four tutorials will be offered during each of the concurrent ses-
sion slots, each day of the conference. Some tutorials will be given the day 
before the conference begins and some on the fi nal afternoon following the 
closing technical session. It is anticipated that there will be a total of approxi-
mately 30 different topics, some of which may be repeated over the course of
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• Earthquakes and Faults in the San 
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Loss Estimation
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World Housing Encyclopedia Seeks New 
Editor-in-Chief
The EERI/IAEE World Housing Encyclopedia is seeking candidates for the 
volunteer editor-in-chief position. Svetlana Brzev, who has been the editor-in-
chief and one of the primary architects of the WHE project since its inception 
in 2000, is stepping down from the position, although remaining on the edito-
rial board. The editor-in-chief has overall managerial responsibility for the 
project, helping to identify future directions and collaborating with the regional 
editors. Responsibilities include overseeing the contribution and review pro-
cess for new reports and working with the editors to develop new initiatives 
for the WHE. 

We would like to fi nd a new editor to serve for three years, who has a pas-
sion for and commitment to bringing together engineers and housing experts 
to make a difference in improving particularly vulnerable housing construc-
tion. The EERI Board of Directors will review all submissions and select the 
new editor. If you are interested in this important position, please send a brief 
statement of interest and your CV to Marjorie Greene at the EERI offi ce: 
mgreene@eeri.org.  

• Effective Programs in Earthquake 
Mitigation and Obtaining Funding

• Emergency Preparedness for 
Businesses

• Nonstructural Elements, Opera-
bility, and Business Interruption

• When Buying a Home – Geologic 
Hazard Ordinances

• URMs, Soft Stories, and Other 
Vulnerable Buildings

• How to Get Your School/Hospital 
Project Application Approved

• Emergency Response for 
Neighborhoods
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News of the Profession

Appeal to Improve 
Istanbul’s EQ Safety
The destructive 1999 M7.4 Kocaeli 
and M7.2 Düzce earthquakes in 
Turkey served as a clarion call that 
Istanbul, Turkey’s major metropolis 
of 12 million citizens, may be the
scene for the next rupture of the 
North Anatolian Fault. Many studies 
have focused on the city’s earth-
quake safety. With support from 
NSF, the Japan International Coop-
eration Agency (JICA), and Middle 
East Technical University (METU), a 
small group of scientists and earth-
quake engineers from the United 
States, Japan, and Turkey held a 
workshop entitled “Istanbul on the 
Threshold” June 13-17, 2005, in 
the village of Doganbey in western 
Turkey. Most of the participants are 
EERI members. They drafted an 
appeal to Turkey’s president, prime 
minister, and other high-ranking 
offi cials. The text reads, in part, as 
follows:     

“A moment of great urgency faces 
the Istanbul metropolitan area. It is
now clear that a large and very 
damaging earthquake will strike the 
metropolitan area within the next 
decade; history teaches that many 
others have done so in the city’s 
long past.

“We the undersigned concerned ex-
perts in earthquake engineering 
from Japan, Turkey, and the United 
States have studied the relevant 
engineering and scientifi c reports 
about the consequences of such a 
damaging earthquake in the metro-
politan area. We believe that such 
an earthquake will have extremely 
negative social and economic effects 
on the city and the nation. There will 
be many thousands of casualties. 
Industries and institutions will be un-
able to operate for a considerable 
amount of time, thus reducing the 
living standards of the entire country. 
Any remaining defi ciencies in seis-

mological and technical knowledge 
do not prevent an immediate effort 
to greatly reduce this tragedy. We 
point out that this effort for reducing 
the loss can be tied to the recent 
substantial agreements signed with 
international institutions. We believe 
that immediate action is a national 
responsibility involving Turkish re-
sources and people at all levels, 
government and private. We further 
believe that a priority list for immedi-
ate action can be constructed and 
initiated at once.

“Given the extreme importance of 
this earthquake threat in Turkey, 
and based on a record of success 
in California and Japan, we recom-
mend that a new authority should be
established, called for example the
Istanbul Earthquake Authority. This 
Authority would be charged with es-
tablishing and guiding an integrated 
earthquake hazard reduction pro-
gram. In the interest of effectiveness 
the Authority should not exceed sev-
en members. The composition of 
the Authority should be drawn from 
wide elements of Turkish public and 
private institutions, including two 
members of the parliament and a 
member from the Istanbul Metro-
politan Municipality. The Authority 
should report regularly to the Prime 
Minister of Turkey and the Governor 
and Mayor of Istanbul. 

“Among the fi rst actions of the Au-
thority should be the enabling of the 
retrofi t of public buildings, including 
all schools, and general public edu-
cation about the threat. Retrofi tting 
of the schools, hos-
pitals, utilities, and 
transportation arteries 
must be completed on
a priority basis by the 
end of the current 
decade. 

“We write this letter 
with a sense of great 
concern and make the 
appeal to you to take 
steps in agreement 
with the recommenda-

Participants in the Istanbul workshop.

tions in these pages. This is a turn-
ing point in the city’s history, when 
courageous and unprecedented 
measures should be put in place be-
fore the earthquake strikes so that
the suffering and losses of its citi-
zens are minimized. Turkey pos-
sesses the necessary material and 
manpower resources to accomplish 
such a task. It should now demon-
strate its determination to take effec-
tive action for control of its own fu-
ture because the challenge facing 
us requires nothing less.

“With respect, Mete A. Sözen, Pur-
due University, Indiana; Bruce A.
Bolt*, University of California, 
Berkeley; Polat Gülkan, Middle 
East Technical University, Ankara; 
Tsuneo Okada, Tokyo University, 
Japan; Nobuo Shuto, Nihon Uni-
versity, Japan; Shunsuke Otani, 
Chiba University, Japan; Takao 
Kagawa, Geo-Research Institute, 
Kyoto, Japan; Ayhan Ýrfanoðlu, 
Wiss Janney Eltsner, Emeryville, 
California; Jake Griffi ths, Purdue 
University, Indiana; Santiago Pujol, 
Wiss Janney Eltsner, Emeryville, 
California; Ahmet Yakut, Middle East 
Technical University, Ankara.”

A summary report for the workshop 
will be submitted to the funding 
agencies and circulated in the earth-
quake engineering community. 

*This was Professor Bolt’s last pro-
fessional service, one that he per-
formed pro bono, a fi tting testimony 
to his lifelong commitment advocat-
ing policies that reduce earthquake 
hazards (see next page).
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Obituary

Bruce Bolt, 1930–2005 

This article is excerpted with addi-
tional editing from a UC Berkeley 
News press release issued on July 
25, 2005, by Robert Sanders (http://by Robert Sanders (http://by Robert Sanders (
www.berkeley.edu/news/media/
releases/2005/07/25_bolt.shtml). releases/2005/07/25_bolt.shtml). releases/2005/07/25_bolt.shtml

Long-time EERI member Bruce A. 
Bolt, for decades one of California’s 
most visible experts on earthquakes 
and seismic hazards and professor 
emeritus of earth and planetary sci-
ence at the University of California 
at Berkeley (UCB), died of pancre-
atic cancer on July 21 at age 75 in 
Oakland, California. In 2000, Bolt 
was awarded EERI’s highest honor, 
the George W. Housner Medal. He 
had been EERI’s Distinguished Lec-
turer in 1998. 

As director of the UC Seismographic 
Stations for 28 years, Bolt investi-
gated major earthquakes, lectured 
around the country and internation-
ally, and served on numerous local, 
state, and national panels and com-
missions. He wrote two popular 
books: “Earthquakes: A Primer” 
(1978) and “Inside the Earth: Evi-
dence from Earthquakes” (1982), as 
well as “Earthquakes and Geological 
Discovery” (1993), and fi ve editions 
of “Earthquakes” (fi fth edition, 2003).

He served for 15 years on the Cali-
fornia Seismic Safety Commission 

(CSSC) and was its chairman in 
1986. According to a CSSC state-
ment, Bolt leaves a rich legacy of 
public policy accomplishments. He 
was instrumental in developing state 
legislation for seismic hazard map-
ping; the Southern California and 
Bay Area earthquake preparedness 
projects; the California Earthquake 
Education Project; earthquake safe-
ty improvements for mobile homes, 
private schools, hospital buildings, 
essential services buildings, and 
unreinforced masonry buildings; the 
“California at Risk” earthquake loss 
reduction program; requirements for 
the disclosure of earthquake weak-
nesses to potential homebuyers; 
and a small building permit fee to 
fund the Strong Motion Instrumenta-
tion Program. 

“He really was the founder of the 
modern fi eld of engineering seismol-
ogy,” said EERI member Gregory 
Fenves, UCB professor and chair of 
the Civil and Environmental Engi-
neering Department. “He was an in-
defatigable advocate for communi-
cation between seismologists and 
engineers.” He campaigned for the 
installation of strong-motion sensors 
near earthquake faults and was one 
of the fi rst to recognize the impor-
tance of near-fault effects of quakes. 
UCB colleague Douglas Dreger, 
associate professor of earth and 
planetary science, observed that 
Bolt coined the term “fl ing” for the 
brief period when a fault slips during 
an earthquake. “He recognized early 
on that this rapid elastic rebound 
could have severe consequences 
for structures,” Dreger said. 

Bolt “consulted on every major seis-
mic project in the state, including 
dams, bridges, and airports,” said 
his former student, EERI member 
Norm Abrahamson, an engineering 
seismologist for Pacifi c Gas & Elec-
tric. His consulting projects included 
PG&E’s Diablo Canyon nuclear 
power plant, the Alaska oil pipeline, 
and the Aswan dam in Egypt. 

A native of Australia who became a

naturalized citizen of the United 
States, Bolt earned all his degrees 
(a B.Sc. in 1952, an M.Sc. in 1955, 
a Ph.D. in applied mathematics in 
1959, and a D.Sc. in 1972) from 
the University of Sydney. Following 
a Fulbright postdoctoral fellowship 
at the Lamont Geological Observa-
tory in New York, he was invited 
by Professor Perry Byerly to UCB, 
where in 1963 he succeeded Byerly 
as director of the Berkeley Seismo-
graphic Stations, now the Berkeley 
Seismological Laboratory (BSL). 

Bolt contributed to the understand-
ing of earth’s inner core and to many 
other areas of seismology through 
analysis of seismic wave recordings. 
Barbara Romanowicz, UCB profes-
sor of earth and planetary science 
and current director of the BSL, 
noted that he made the BSL the fi rst 
institution to install seismometers 
that can measure earthquake waves 
across a broad band of frequencies. 

He was elected to the National 
Academy of Engineering in 1978 
and joined the UC Berkeley Depart-
ment of Civil and Environmental 
Engineering in 1988. He remained 
director of the BSL until 1989 and 
retired to emeritus status in 1993. 
Bolt was a fellow of the American 
Geophysical Union and the Geologi-
cal Society of America. He was past 
president of both the Seismological 
Society of America and the Inter-
national Association of Seismology 
and Physics of the Earth’s Interior. 
He won the Alfred Alquist Medal of 
the California Earthquake Safety 
Foundation, and, upon retiring from 
UCB, the campus’s highest honor, 
the Berkeley Citation. 

Bolt was active to the end, having 
recently returned from a trip to Tur-
key (see previous page). He was 
scheduled to give a retrospective on 
the 1906 earthquake at the upcom-
ing 100th Anniversary Earthquake 
Conference. He is survived by his 
wife, Beverley, three daughters, a 
son, a sister, and 14 grandchildren. 

Bruce A. Bolt
(photo: Ben Ailes 1986)
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the four days. Each tutorial will last 
from two to four hours and will be 
taught by an expert in that fi eld. 
There will be a substantial outreach
effort to promote the tutorials to con-
ference attendees, teachers, gov-
ernment offi cials, building owners 
and managers, insurance profes-
sionals, and homeowners, as well 
as EERI’s traditional multidisci-
plinary base. 

The conference will be co-convened 
by EERI, the Seismological Society
of America, and the California Gov-
ernor’s Offi ce of Emergency Ser-
vices. OES is taking the lead in de-
veloping a series of Professional 
Development Courses that will 
prepare participants for emergency 
management and business continu-
ity certifi cations and recertifi cation 
through the Disaster Recovery In-
stitute International (DRII) and the 
International Association of Emer-
gency Managers (IAEM). At the con-
clusion of each class, participants 
will be given a certifi cate of course 
completion.  

Tutorials Supported 
by Bechtel Donation
EERI’s Northern California Chapter
recently received a generous 
$10,000 donation from the Bechtel 
Foundation. It will be used to under-
write the expenses of the approxi-
mately 30 tutorials to be held during 
the 100th Anniversary Earthquake 
Conference. Bechtel’s support will 
be acknowledged prominently in all
conference-related materials. EERI
is grateful that the Bechtel Founda-
tion shares EERI’s interest in edu-
cating the public and protecting 
them from earthquakes. A future 
Newsletter will have information Newsletter will have information Newsletter
on ways an organization can both 
sponsor other 100th Anniversary 
Earthquake Conference events and 
visibly demonstrate its support for 
earthquake risk reduction. 

Tutorials
continued from page 1

News of the Profession

DHS Reorganization Plan Calls for FEMA Split
On July 13, Homeland Security Secretary Michael Chertoff announced a plan 
to split the functions of FEMA as part of a major restructuring of the Depart-
ment of Homeland Security (DHS). The proposed restructuring plan is the re-
sult of the Second Stage Review, a comprehensive multi-month analysis of
the DHS to evaluate how it should approach prevention, protection, and all-
hazards response and recovery. The Second Stage Review utilized 18 action 
teams, involving more than 250 members of the DHS staff, to evaluate speci-
fi c operational and policy issues. The proposed plan is built around six goals:  

• Increase overall preparedness, particularly for catastrophic events 
• Create better transportation security systems to move people and cargo 

more securely and effi ciently 
• Strengthen border security and interior enforcement and reform immigra-

tion processes 
• Enhance information sharing with our partners 
• Improve DHS fi nancial management, human resource development, pro-

curement and information technology 
• Realign the DHS organization to maximize mission performance 

The resulting plan calls for dismantling the Emergency Preparedness and 
Response Directorate and stripping FEMA of its preparedness functions to 
concentrate on what some in the DHS see as FEMA’s core strengths—disas-
ter response and recovery. Preparedness activities constitute a major portion 
of the agency’s work, currently accounting for about 25% of FEMA’s budget. 
FEMA will return to being a stand-alone entity within the DHS, with a direc-
tor (rather than the current undersecretary) reporting directly to Secretary 
Chertoff.

In another far-reaching change, DHS intends to consolidate all existing pre-
paredness efforts—including planning, training, exercising, and funding—
into a single directorate led by an undersecretary for preparedness. The 
Information Analysis and Infrastructure Protection (IAIP) Directorate, set up 
to fuse intelligence about terrorist threats with data about the nation’s vulner-
abilities to help direct federal attention and resources where they are most 
needed, is to be split into its component parts. An improved infrastructure 
protection function will move into a new preparedness directorate, along with 
the preparedness functions of FEMA and elements of the Offi ce of State and 
Local Government Cooperation and Preparedness. For more information, 
visit www.dhs.gov/dhspublic/interapp/editorial/editorial_0646.xml.

Call for Abstracts

Tsunami Special Session, AGU Meeting
A call for abstracts has been issued for Session U03 of the AGU meeting 
to be held in San Francisco, December 5-9, 2005. The session on Inter-
disciplinary Approaches to Reconstructing the 26 December 2004 Great 
Sumatra-Andaman Earthquake-Induced Tsunami will present interdisciplinary 
approaches to the study of this event, including seismological and geodetic 
results, offshore geophysical surveys, sea fl oor observations, tsunami wave 
model results, and visual data integration, for both the earthquake itself and 
the tsunami it generated. Abstracts can be submitted to AGU starting July 
26th, 2005. For more information, visit www.agu.org/meetings/fm05/.
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Learning from Earthquakes

MW 7.8 Tarapacá, 
Chile, Earthquake of 
June 13, 2005 
This article was submitted by Efraín 
A. Rondinel-Oviedo of Drexel Uni-
versity, who holds a degree in civil
engineering from the Catholic Uni-
versity of Peru. He is currently 
studying ground failure in the 2001 
MW 8.4 southern Peru earthquake W 8.4 southern Peru earthquake W

as part of his doctoral research at
Drexel. The information below was
obtained through telephone inter-
views with local authorities, from 
articles published in the Chilean
newspaper “La Nación,” (www. newspaper “La Nación,” (www. newspaper “La Nación,” (
lanacion.cl), University of Chile andlanacion.cl), University of Chile andlanacion.cl
CISMID (Peru) reports, and inter-
views broadcast on the Peruvian
radio station. “Radio Uno” (www. radio station. “Radio Uno” (www. radio station. “Radio Uno” (
radiouno.com.pe).radiouno.com.pe).radiouno.com.pe

On June 13, 2005, at 18:45 local 
time (22:45 UTC), the region of 
northern Chile and southern Peru 
was shaken by a large earthquake 
with a moment magnitude (MW) of W) of W

7.8. The earthquake epicenter was 
located in the Andes, approximately 

125 km ENE of Iquique (Chile) and 
250 km SSE of Tacna (Peru). The 
event was felt as far as Bolivia (La 
Paz) and Brazil (São Paulo).

Ground shaking was strongest in 
northern Chile, where modifi ed 
Mercalli intensities (MMI) of VII and 
VI were estimated for the towns of 
Iquique, Calama, and Tocopilla. The 
strong-motion stations in Iquique 
and Pica recorded peak horizontal 
ground accelerations (PGA) of 0.26 
g and 0.72 g respectively. Less 
severe but nevertheless signifi cant 
shaking was felt in southern Peru, 
where MMI values were estimated 
to be V to IV in the towns of Tacna, 
Moquegua, Punto de Bombón, and 
Ilo. A PGA of 0.12 g was recorded in 
Tacna.

The earthquake killed 11 people, in-
cluding a family of six that perished 
in a landslide located between the 
towns of Iquique and Alto Hospicio.
At least 100 people sustained 
injuries during the event. The 
earthquake destroyed at least 180 
houses and damaged approximate-
ly 1,400, most of which were of 
adobe construction. It is estimated 
that more than 60% of the houses 

suffered irreparable 
damage in many of the
small towns in the An-
des. In this region the 
impact of the earth-
quake was exacerbated 
by road closures that 
effectively isolated 
these communities and 
required relief supplies
to be delivered by mili-
tary planes. The earth-
quake left 30 electric 
substations out of ser-
vice, which cut off the 
water supply to the re-
gion located near the 
town of Iquique. 

Critical structures such 
as coastal ports, hospi-
tals, and airports gener-
ally fared well in the 
earthquake; however, a 

Intensities and landslides distribution in the affect-
ed region.

signifi cant portion of the transporta-
tion infrastructure in the region was 
severely damaged. Much of this was
the result of landslides, which oc-
curred at locations throughout north-
ern Chile, including Chumiza, Huara, 
Camiña, Mamiña, Pica, Tarapacá, 
Pisagua, and Mocha. Landslides 
disrupted traffi c along many high-
ways in the region, including the 
Panamericana, the major north-
south artery.

In southern Peru the damage was 
less severe than in northern Chile 
and no fatalities were reported. In 
the state of Tacna, approximately 30 
houses were damaged and many of 
the surrounding adobe walls tum-
bled. A large landslide occurred 
along the Tacna-Palca highway 
(km 27), and a number of small, 
isolated rock falls were reported 
along other highways. In the state of 
Moquegua, only minor damage was 
reported. Here isolated rock falls 
occurred along the Ilo-Desaguadero 
highway (Peru-Bolivia) and close to 
the Moquegua state tunnels in the 
Panamericana highway.

Earthquakes in the region are pro-
duced by the subduction of the oce-
anic Nazca plate beneath the South 
American plate, with an interplate 
displacement rate of 7.8 cm/year in 
an ENE direction. This process is 
responsible for not only the seismic 
activity of the region but also the 
creation of the Andes mountains. 
The large subduction events often 
occur on the interface between the 
subduction plate and the overriding 
plate with depths of 50 km or less. 
The earthquake of June 13, 2005, 
was deeper, occurring on the sub-
ducted plate at a depth of 117 km. 

Many large earthquakes have 
occurred in the region in the past, 
including the 1922 MW 8.5 Chile-W 8.5 Chile-W

Argentina border earthquake, the 
1960 MW 9.5 Chile earthquake (the W 9.5 Chile earthquake (the W

largest ever recorded), and the 2001 
MW 8.4 southern Peru earthquake.  W 8.4 southern Peru earthquake.  W
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Parshaw Vaziri (Education, Out-
reach, and Training [EOT] Manager) reach, and Training [EOT] Manager) reach, and Training [EOT] Manager
comes to NEESinc with 13 years of 
experience in academic earthquake 
engineering research, education, 
and administration. He most recently 
served for fi ve years as the director 
of Public Relations and Outreach for 
the NSF-funded Pacifi c Earthquake 
Engineering Research Center. 

His previous experience includes 
positions with CUREE and UC Ber-
keley’s Earthquake Engineering Re-
search Center. Vaziri will manage 
the NEESinc EOT Program as well 
as coordinate education, outreach, 
and training activities at the 15 
NEES experimental site locations.

In addition to the headquarters man-
agement team, fi ve other staff posi-
tions have been fi lled:

• Liza Bolante (HR/Membership 
Administrator)Administrator)Administrator

• Sara Moody (Executive Assistant)
• Jennifer O’Rell (ESO Program 

Administrator)Administrator)Administrator
• Bill Ruzzamenti (Controller)Controller)Controller
• Christine Kojima (Receptionist)

Six remaining staff positions are at
different stages in the process of be-
ing advertised, recruited, and fi lled.

For more information on employ-
ment opportunities with NEESinc, or
to learn more about the NEES Pro-
gram, visit the NEESinc web site at 
www.nees.org.

Richard Pickings, P.E. (Chief In-
formationTechnology Engineer) is a formationTechnology Engineer) is a formationTechnology Engineer
bridge engineering software special-
ist with more than 17 years of expe-
rience in the development of soft-
ware solutions for engineering appli-
cations, and has been president of 
BridgeSight Inc. since 1997. Among 
his areas of expertise are the devel-
opment and maintenance of large-
scale engineering software systems, 
management and implementation of 
IT resources, and collaborative soft-
ware development environments.

Cynthia Steimle, MBA (Chief Oper-
ating Offi cer) brings more than ating Offi cer) brings more than ating Offi cer 20 
years of management experience 
with universities, government, and 
nonprofi t organizations. She has 
previous experience as a contract-
ing offi cer with the Public Health 
Institute in Oakland; associate di-
rector of MU Auxiliary Services at 
the University of California, Davis; 
and director of the Greater Sacra-
mento Small Business Development 
Center. Steimle will manage the ad-
ministration of NEESinc.

The George E. Brown, Jr. Network
for Earthquake Engineering Simu-
lation Consortium Inc. (NEESinc) 
headquarters is pleased to an-
nounce the recent hiring of four indi-
viduals to fi ll out the organization’s 
senior management team for its 
Davis, California offi ces. NEESinc is 
a California nonprofi t public bene-
fi t corporation funded by the Nation-
al Science Foundation (NSF) to pro-
vide “management, operation, and 
maintenance” of the NEES program 
resources. NEES is NSF’s invest-
ment in earthquake engineering re-
search aimed at reducing the vulner-
ability of the civil infrastructure from 
damaging effects of future large 
earthquakes by accelerating the rate 
at which research discoveries are 
made and implemented in engineer-
ing practice.

The NEESinc headquarters man-
agement team includes Executive 
Director Clifford J. Roblee, who 
was hired in May 2004, plus the fol-
lowing four individuals: 

Jay Berger (Jay Berger (Jay Berger Equipment Site Opera-
tions Manager) joins NEESinc aftertions Manager) joins NEESinc aftertions Manager
an 18-year career with GRL Engi-
neers, Inc. in Boulder County, Colo-
rado, where he most recently served 
as GRL’s Senior Engineer and Man-
ager of Western Operations. Berg-
er’s background is in large-scale 
deep foundation testing and analy-
sis, managing engineering services, 
and development and delivery of 
training and technical curricula. He 
was the fi rst Executive Director of 
Engineers Without Borders–USA.

News of the Profession

NEESinc Hires Senior Management Team
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CALENDAR
Items that have appeared previously 
are severely abbreviated. The issue 
containing the fi rst appearance, or 
the most informative, is indicated at 
the entry’s end. Items listed for the 
fi rst time are shown in bold.

AUGUST
21-24. Pipelines 200521-24. Pipelines 2005, Houston, TX. 
Info: www.asce.org/conferences/
pipelines2005/ (8/04)

22-24. ConMat ’05, Vancouver, BC,
Canada. Info: www.civil.ubc.ca/
conmat05/ (7/04)

26-27. 4th European Wkshp on 26-27. 4th European Wkshp on 
Seis. Behavior of Irregular & Com-Seis. Behavior of Irregular & Com-
plex Structs.plex Structs., Thessaloniki, Greece. 
Info: taz.civil.auth.gr/4ewics/ (2/05)taz.civil.auth.gr/4ewics/ (2/05)taz.civil.auth.gr/4ewics/

27-Sept. 1. 27-Sept. 1. Int’l Conf. on EQ Eng. in Int’l Conf. on EQ Eng. in 
21st Century (EE-21C)21st Century (EE-21C), Macedonia. 
Info: www.iziis.edu.mk/EE-21C
(4/05)

SEPTEMBER
5-9. SAMCO Summer Academy5-9. SAMCO Summer Academy,
Salzburg, Austria. Info: www. 
samco.org (6/05)
7-11. XV Mexican Nat. Conf. on EQ
Eng.Eng., Mexico City, Mexico. Info:
www.smis.org.mx (12/04, 3/05, 
6/05)
11-14. WSSPC Annual Conf.,11-14. WSSPC Annual Conf., Boise, 
ID. Info: www.wsspc.org/Events/
ac2005/index.htm (7/05)

14-16. IABSE Structures & Extreme 
Events, Lisbon, Portugal. Info: www. 
iabse.org/lisbon (7/04)
17-25. Association of Engineering17-25. Association of Engineering
Geologists 48th Annual MeetingGeologists 48th Annual Meeting,
Las Vegas, NV. Info: www.aegweb. 
org (5/05)

20-23. 3rd Int’l Struct. Eng. & 20-23. 3rd Int’l Struct. Eng. & Const.
Conf., Shunan, Japan. Info: www. 
tokuyama.ac.jp/tcss1/ISEC_03/ (4/04)
22-24. 30th Annual Deep Fndtn. 22-24. 30th Annual Deep Fndtn. 
Conf., Chicago, IL. See this page. 
(8/05)

25-29. Dam Safety 200525-29. Dam Safety 2005, New Or-
leans, LA. Info: info@damsafety. 
org (3/05)

26-28. Kuwait 1st Remote Sensing 26-28. Kuwait 1st Remote Sensing 
Conf. Kuwait. Info: www.
kuwaitremotesensing.com (5/05)
28-Oct. 1. SEAOC Annual Conven-
tion. San Diego, CA. Info: www. 
seaoc2005.com (4/05)

OCTOBER
3-15. 8th Workshop Nonlinear Dy-3-15. 8th Workshop Nonlinear Dy-
namics & EQ Prediction. Trieste, 
Italy. Info: agenda.ictp.trieste.it/
smr.php?1676 (5/05)
11-12. 1st Greek-Japan Workshop 11-12. 1st Greek-Japan Workshop 
Seismic Design, Observation, & Seismic Design, Observation, & 
Retrofi t of Foundations, Athens, 
Greece. Info: www.ntua.gr/ 
gj-workshop (6/05)
16-19. Council on Tall Bldgs. & Ur-16-19. Council on Tall Bldgs. & Ur-
ban Habitat, New York, NY. Info: 
www.ctbuh.org (9/04)
18-21. Involving the Community in 18-21. Involving the Community in 
Disaster Risk Reduction ProgramsDisaster Risk Reduction Programs, 
Punto Fijo, Venezuela. Info: Juan 
Murria, murrias@cantv. net (4/05) 
25. 2004 Sumatra EQ & Tsunami 
SymposiumSymposium, Los Angeles, CA. Info:
Tenzing Barshee 800/548-2723
(7/05)
31-Nov. 1. Caltrans Bridge Research 31-Nov. 1. Caltrans Bridge Research 
Conf., Sacramento, CA. Info: www. 
dot. ca.gov/hq/esc/earthquake_
engineering/workshop/ (7/05)engineering/workshop/ (7/05)engineering/workshop/

NOVEMBER
1-4. 250th Anniversary of Lisbon 1-4. 250th Anniversary of Lisbon 
EQ. Lisbon, Portugal. Info: www. 
mundiconvenius.pt/2005/
lisbon1755/  (4/05)
6-8. 5th Conf. Structural Analysis of 6-8. 5th Conf. Structural Analysis of 
Hist. Constr., New Delhi, India. Info: 
www.civil.uminho.pt/sahc2006
(6/05)
16-18. World Conf. on Disaster Re-
duction,duction, Mumbai, India. Info: www. 
wcdr. gfdr.org (7/05)
16-19. IX Chilean Seismology & EQ 16-19. IX Chilean Seismology & EQ 
Eng. MeetingEng. Meeting. Concepción, Chile. 
Info: www.achisina2005.udec.cl 
(5/05)
25-27. AEES (Australian Earth-25-27. AEES (Australian Earth-
quake Engineering Society) 2005 quake Engineering Society) 2005 
Conference, Albury, NSW, Australia. 
Info: www.aees.org.au/ (7/05)

2006
JANUARY 
31-Feb. 2. IMAC-XXIV: Conf. on 
Struc. DynamicsStruc. Dynamics, St. Louis, MO. 
Info: www.sem.org (6/05) 
APRIL
18-21. 8th U.S. Nat’l Conf. on EQ 
Eng. (8NCEE), EERI Annual Meet-Eng. (8NCEE), EERI Annual Meet-
ing, SSA Annual Meeting, Disaster ing, SSA Annual Meeting, Disaster 
Resistant California, San Francisco, 
CA. Info: www.eeri.org. See page 1.
(5/04, 7/05, 8/05)

AUGUST
14-17. 5th Int’l Conf. on Behavior of
Steel Structs. in Seismic Areas 
(STESSA)(STESSA), Tokyo, Japan. Info: www. 
serc.titech.ac.jp/stessa2006 (2/05)

SEPTEMBER
3-6. 1st European Conf. on EQ Eng. 1st European Conf. on EQ Eng. 
& Seismology& Seismology, Geneva, Switzer-
land. Info: www.symporg.com/
2006.html (1/05)

Announcement

Deep Foundations 
Conference
The Deep Foundations Institute will 
be holding its 30th Annual Meeting 
and Conference on Deep Founda-
tions in Chicago, Illinois, September 
22-24, 2005. The conference will 
consist of four half-day sessions of 
technical presentations as follows:

• driven piles and earth retention
• drilled shafts and ground improve-

ment
• bored piles and special topics
• earth retention and driven piles

There will be a keynote lecture 
by Dr. Jean-Louis Briaud, P.E., of 
Texas A&M University on “Scour 
of Deep Foundations.” Preceding 
the conference on September 21, 
two short courses will be presented 
on augered cast-in-place piles and 
developments in design and con-
struction of micropiles. For the com-
plete program and a list of exhibitors, 
visit the conference web site at 
www.deepfoundations05.org.
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Publication

ABS Tsunami Report
EERI Subscribing Member ABS Consulting recently issued a preliminary re-
port on the Andaman-Nicobar earthquake of December 26, 2004—aka the 
great Sumatra earthquake and Indian Ocean tsunami. This report is based 
on an evaluation of published material and fi rst-hand observations by ABS 
Consulting personnel. The following topics are covered: tsunami mechanisms 
and regional seismicity, ports and terminals, resort facilities, land-based in-
dustrial facilities, residential and community facilities, lifelines, emergency 
response, economic losses, and global supply chain impact.

The report indicates that the current tsunami warning system and associated 
methods of communication are incomplete. Meeting this challenge should be 
a global priority in the next decade, including training for government offi cials, 
key personnel, and the general public. In all tsunami-vulnerable countries, 
code and regulatory issues to be considered include zoning restrictions for
potential inundation areas; requirements for reinforced masonry design ver-
sus light frame wood or bamboo construction; restrictions on fi rst-fl oor use  in 
resorts (lobby versus rooms); and requirements for engineered breakwaters. 

Further investigation regarding correct design procedures for marine moor-
ings is needed. Ports were damaged by ship collision effects, inundation, and 
hydrodynamic forces. Study of these effects is recommended, with the prob-
able outcome being the need for revised design procedures. Supply chains 
should be studied to avoid single-point-of-failure effects. Supply chain risks 
should be evaluated.

The report’s editor-in-chief is John Masek, M.S., P.E., ASIS, vice president 
and national practice leader for buildings and facilities and water and waste-
water systems at ABS Consulting. The report can be downloaded from www. 
absconsulting.com/news/2005/EarthquakeReport.pdf.

Publication

Wind Commentary 
and Handbook 
The Applied Technology Council 
(ATC) and the Structural Engineers 
Association of Washington (SEAW) 
recently released the two-volume 
SEAW Commentary on Wind Code 
Provisions (SEAW/ATC-60) and 
the SEAW’s Handbook of a Rapid-
Solutions Methodology ™ for Wind 
Design (SEAW RSM-03).

These documents were written by 
practicing engineers for the benefi t 
of designers, code offi cials, instruc-
tors, and anyone who designs or 
analyzes structures for wind provi-
sions in the new 2000 and 2003 In-
ternational Building Code (IBC), and 
1998 and 2002 ASCE Standard No. 
7, Minimum Design Loads for Build-
ings and Other Structures (ASCE 7). 
They offer simple and reliable tips to 
determine what the codes and stan-
dards are trying to convey and will 
help to solve everyday applications. 

The documents can be obtained 
from www.ATCouncil.org. 


