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News of the Institute

Earthquake Spectra to Welcome Gülkan as
Editor at Year’s End
professor of structural engineering
at Middle East Technical University
in Ankara, Turkey. He joined EERI
in 1992 and currently serves on
the editorial board of Earthquake
Spectra. A former Fulbright scholar
and the recipient of the 2004 NATO
Summit Science Prize, he is executive vice president of the International Association for Earthquake
Engineering. He has authored
more than 250 professional articles,
papers, and reports.
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Outgoing Editor Farzad Naeim
After five successful years, Farzad
Naeim will retire as editor of Earthquake Spectra at the end of 2007.
During his tenure, Naeim oversaw
the transition to the online peer
review process and also served on
EERI’s Board of Directors. In addition, he co-edited the large special
issue of Spectra, published in December 2005, on the 2003 Bam
earthquake. Naeim is vice president/
general counsel at John A. Martin &
Associates Inc., in Los Angeles.
EERI is pleased to welcome the
new editor, Polat Gülkan, who is
now serving the last year of his term
on the EERI Board. He a licensed
civil engineer in California and a

Gulkan’s appointment begins on
January 1, 2008. Naeim extends
“sincere thanks to Polat for accepting this challenge. I have full confidence that with him at the helm,
Spectra will be in good hands and
move on a great path forward.”

Incoming Editor Polat Gülkan

EERI-NC and SEAONC Join Forces in SF
More than 150 engineers, architects, graduate students, and other earthquake professionals joined forces on February 24 to conduct a block-byblock survey of San Francisco’s multi-unit residential wood-frame buildings.
They collected data to help the city of San Francisco identify soft-story structures which may be potentially hazardous during earthquakes. Organized
by EERI’s Northern California Chapter (EERI-NC) and the Structural Engineers Association of Northern California (SEAONC), the volunteers covered
approximately a third of the geographic area of San Francisco in one day.
They surveyed 80 to 90 percent of the areas that represent the highest density (perhaps 75 percent) of potential soft-story wood-frame residential buildings in the city.
continued on page 4
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Call for Papers

Special Issue of Spectra on NGA Project
The journal Earthquake Spectra will
be publishing a special issue on results obtained from the Next Generation Attenuation (NGA) project. Papers are invited on the ground motion prediction equations developed
through the NGA project, the characteristics of the database developed during the project, the simulation exercises conducted to support
the development of the prediction
models, and other related subjects.
All papers should be submitted
through the Earthquake Spectra
manuscript submission web page at
http://eqs.peerx-press.org/cgi-bin/

main.plex. When the manuscript is
uploaded, authors must select “Special Issue on NGA” from the list for
special issues.

News of the Institute

present his paper at the 59th EERI
Annual Meeting. He compared the
capabilities of passive control of
structures using hydraulic fluid dampers to those of active and semiactive control. He demonstrated
that, in many cases, the performance achieved by a semi-active
control system is comparable to a
properly designed passive system.
He showed that semi-active control
systems improve the structural performance mainly by reducing the
effects of brace flexibility. On the
other hand, active systems have
demonstrated better performance
improvements for application to certain building structures. His conclusions were supported by numerical
simulations of several structures,
including a case of an actual implementation of semi-active control in a
building structure.

2006 Student Paper
Competition

Mehdi Ahmadizadeh
Graduate category: Mehdi Ahmadizadeh, a graduate research assistant in the Department of Civil,
Structural and Environmental Engineering at the University at Buffalo
(SUNY), captured the top prize in
EERI’s 2006 graduate student paper competition with his paper, “A
Comparison Between Passive and
Semi-Active Structural Control Systems Using Viscous Fluid Dampers.”
Ahmadizadeh received a grant to

The cover letter accompanying your
manuscript should clearly indicate
that the paper is being submitted for
review and possible publication in
the NGA special issue of Earthquake Spectra. All papers to be reviewed for the special volume must
be received by July 1, 2007. The
editors expect to have preliminary
review decisions by September
2007 and final decisions on revised

Undergraduate category: Iman
Sharif, an undergraduate research
assistant in the Department of Civil
Engineering at the University of
British Columbia, Canada, won the
undergraduate competition with his
paper, “Assessment of FEMA 356
Height-to-Thickness Ratio Limits for
Unreinforced Masonry Out-of-Plane
Walls.” Sharif received a grant to
attend the Annual Meeting. His


papers by December 2007. The
special volume will appear in print
in March 2008. Papers without a
clear link to the NGA project will not
be reviewed for this special issue.
Questions regarding paper content
or submission procedures should be
directed to the guest editors for the
special volume, Jonathan Stewart
(jstewart@seas.ucla.edu), Ralph
Archuleta (ralph@crustal.ucsb.
edu), or Maurice Power (mpower@
geomatrix.com). Prospective
authors are encouraged to send
abstracts of their articles by e-mail
to the guest editors prior to formal
manuscript submission so that the
suitability of the paper topic for the
special issue can be evaluated.

study investigates the sensitivity of
the out-of-plane response to varying
wall height-to-thickness (h/t) ratios
in URM walls. If these walls have
sufficient anchorage to the diaphragms, they will crack just above
mid-height when subjected to outof-plane ground motions. To assess
the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) 356 guidelines
for permissible h/t ratios, a rigid
body numerical model was used,
which was developed using the
Working Model software. The model
compared well with the results of
full-scale shake table tests. Sharif
found that the probability of failure
of walls in the top story of multi-story
buildings with h/t ratios set by FEMA
356 is small. He concluded that
the h/t limits set by FEMA 356 are
conservative.

Ellen Rathje and Iman Sharif
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News of the Institute

Oral History Series
The report on the EERI Oral History
Series, Connections, given at the
February 2007 Annual Business
Meeting noted that 14 volumes have
been produced to date. FEMA and
NSF have financially supported the
series, as has EERI. Institute members receive printed copies as a
benefit of membership. The Oral
History Committee is actively at
work on additional volumes; interviews with the following subjects are
now underway: William Anderson,
Vitelmo Bertero, Ugo Morelli, and
Robert Whitman.
The oral histories, initiated by the
late Stanley Scott (1921-2002), have
helped preserve the history of the
field; their popularity with members
reflects well on EERI. Each volume
represents a significant expenditure
of EERI budget and volunteer effort,

SMIS-EERI Workshop
on Safe Hospitals
The Sociedad Mexicana de Ingeniería Sísmica (SMIS) and EERI
cohosted the First SMIS-EERI Workshop on Safe Hospitals under Natural Hazards on February 22, 2007,
in Ixtapan de la Sal, Estado de Mexico. It was a multidisciplinary workshop with the objectives of identifying opportunities for cooperation and

so there are limits to the
number that can be produced, but suggestions
for further additions to
the series are welcome
for consideration by the
committee. They should
be sent to Eloise Gilland,
EERI Publications Manager (eloise@eeri.org),
and to the chair of the
Oral History Committee, Bob Reitherman
(reitherman@curee.
org). The committee is
charged with applying three criteria
for inclusion in the series. To be a
subject of an EERI oral history, an
individual must (1) have made an
outstanding career-long contribution
to earthquake engineering, (2) have
a valuable first-person account to
offer concerning the history of the
field, and (3) have a background,
considering the series as a whole,
that appropriately spans the various
establishing a common research
agenda for the reduction of the vulnerability of the health infrastructure
in both countries.
The sessions covered the topics of
vulnerability and seismic risk, implications of the concept of safe hospitals, the role of structural engineers,
and the commitment of authorities.
Among the speakers were the following EERI members: Sergio
Alcocér, Mary Comerio, Ernesto

disciplines that are included in the
field.
Electronic PDF copies of the published volumes can be downloaded
from http://www.eeri.org/cds_
publications/oral_histories/. They
are not printable. Printed copies
can be purchased from http://
www.eeri.org/cds_publications/
catalog/index.ath=23_31.

Cruz, Ricardo Guzmán, James
Jirsa, Jay Love, Eduardo Miranda,
Gilberto Mosqueda, Eduardo
Reinoso, Sonia Ruiz, and Arturo
Tena.
Thanks go to Federico Barranco,
Amador Teran, Jesus Valdes, Guillermo Valencia, and Antonio Zeballos for their help in organizing the
workshop.

News of the Membership

Seible to Give Lecture

Participants of the SMIS-EERI Workshop in Ixtapan de la Sal, Estado de Mexico


As part of the John A. Blume Distinguished Lecture Series, EERI
member Freider Seible will give
a lecture entitled “Protecting Our
Infrastructure Against Natural and
Man-Made Hazards” at 4:15 p.m.
on May 10, 2007, in Building 320,
Room 105, at Stanford University.
Seible is dean of the Jacobs School
of Engineering at the University of
California, San Diego. For more
information about the lecture, contact Racquel Hagen at racquelh@
stanford.edu.
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News of the Institute

Designing for Earthquakes is Online
An EERI-FEMA publication entitled
Designing for Earthquakes: A Manual
for Architects is now available online
from http://www.fema.gov/library/
viewRecord.do?id=2418. It fills a
gap in up-to-date literature on natural hazard mitigation directed towards the architectural profession
that is attractive, readable, and intelligible.
Part of FEMA’s Risk Management
Series, this manual explains the principles of seismic design for those
without a technical background in
engineering and seismology, with
each chapter authored by an expert
in the field. The publication represents expert opinion rather than
consensus, as the authors were
given freedom to decide the scope
of their chapters. Among the contributing authors are the late Bruce
Bolt, Richard Eisner, Christopher
Arnold, Christine Theodoropoulos,
Eric Elsesser, William Holmes, and
Gary McGavin.
Because of its nontechnical approach, it will also be useful to anyone who has an interest in and concern for the seismic protection of
buildings, including facility managers, building owners and tenants,
building committee participants,
emergency service personnel, and
building officials. Engineers and
engineering students will also gain
from this discussion of seismic design from an architectural viewpoint. The principles discussed are
applicable to a wide range of building types, both new and existing.
The focus is on buildings that are
designed by a team that includes
architects, engineers, and other
consultants.
A printed version of this publication
will be available soon.

EERI-NC & SEAONC
continued from page 1

The data will be used by the San
Francisco Department of Building
Inspection (SFDBI) Structural Safety
and Emergency Management to
assess the city’s vulnerable housing
stock, thereby leading to mitigation
strategies that will ultimately reduce
the seismic risks posed by these
buildings. Joining the volunteers
from EERI-NC and SEAONC were
members of the San Francisco
branches of the American Institute
of Architects, the American Society
of Civil Engineers, and graduate students from UC Berkeley’s EERI Student Chapter, San Francisco State
University, and Stanford University.
In the 1994 Northridge earthquake,
16 people were killed and 34,000
housing units were left uninhabitable due to soft stories. In the 1989
Loma Prieta earthquake, two lives
were lost and 7,700 housing units
were rendered uninhabitable for the
same reason. It is not surprising that
the study “When the Big One Strikes
Again – Estimated Losses Due to a
Repeat of the 1906 San Francisco
Earthquake” (Kircher et al.), which
was published in the April 2006 cen-

tennial retrospective special issue of
Earthquake Spectra, concluded that
soft-story wood buildings were among
the most dangerous building types.
Last year, California Assembly Bill
304 was signed into law by Governor Arnold Schwarzenegger, allowing local governments to identify
soft-story buildings as potentially
hazardous to life and to establish
local standards to retrofit them.
Other California cities, such as
Berkeley and Fremont, have surveyed their buildings, but none has
as large an inventory as San Francisco. The SFDBI staff has studied
key neighborhoods, but it would
have taken them months, or even
years, to canvass the entire city.
This event provided a hands-on
opportunity for seismic safety advocates from varying backgrounds to
work together to perform a great
community service. What’s more,
the exercise was an excellent learning experience for future post-disaster surveys.
Organizers of the survey were
EERI-NC members Marguerite
Bello, David Bonowitz, Raj Upaskar,
Ray Lui, and Marko Schotanus.

Publications

Journal for Developing Countries Launched
The National Information Center of
Earthquake Engineering (NICEE) in
Kanpur, India, has launched a new
quarterly periodical entitled Earthquake Engineering Practice. Partially supported by a grant from the
EERI Endowment Fund, the initiative is meant to disseminate current
research and the state of the art in
earthquake engineering to professionals and academics in developing countries. The periodical is not
disseminated in the USA or Canada.
It consists of articles of wide interest
to professionals, academicians, and
researchers, already published in


reputed journals. The inaugural
March 2007 issue will be released
shortly; its contents may be viewed
at http://www.nicee.org/EEPcontents.php.
Earthquake Engineering Practice is
available free of charge to individuals. Organizations and libraries may
obtain it through an annual subscription rate of Rs. 1,000 within India,
and Rs. 2,000 outside India (about
US$45), including airmail. Individuals and organizations may subscribe
to Earthquake Engineering Practice
at www.nicee.org/EEP.php.
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News of the Membership

Obituary

Romania Honors Chopra

Eugene Lecomte
1929-2007

EERI member Anil K. Chopra, professor of structural engineering in the Department of Civil and
Environmental Engineering at the University of
California, Berkeley, has been awarded the Doctor
Honoris Causa by the Technical University Bucharest. This highest academic award in Romania was
awarded at the symposium commemorating the
30th anniversary of the 1977 Romania earthquake,
where he gave the opening keynote address.
Chopra joined UC Berkeley’s civil engineering faculty in 1967. He has authored more than 300 published
works, including the popular EERI monograph,
Anil K. Chopra
Earthquake Dynamics of Structures, A Primer
(second edition 2005), and a well-known textbook, Dynamics of Structures:
Theory and Applications to Earthquake Engineering, (second edition 2001).
It has been widely adopted in U.S. colleges and is used worldwide.
He was a member of EERI’s Board of Directors from 1990-1993. His
numerous honors include EERI’s highest honor, the George W. Housner
Medal in 2002. A native of India, Chopra received his B.S. from Banaras
Hindu University, India, and M.S. and Ph.D. degrees from the University of
California, Berkeley.

Huber Award to DesRoches
EERI member Reginald DesRoches, associate professor in the Department of Civil and Environmental
Engineering at the Georgia Institute of Technology,
has been selected as the 2007 recipient of the
American Society of Civil Engineers Walter L. Huber
Civil Engineering Research Prize for his contributions in the field of seismic design and retrofit of
bridges in the central and southeastern regions of
the United States. The selection committee particularly noted the inclusion of DesRoches’s recommendations in the recent Federal Highway Administration manuals and codes.
Reginald DesRoches
This award, which includes a $1,000 cash prize, is
given to younger ASCE members who can be expected to continue fruitful careers in research. It will be presented during the
Structures Congress, May 17, 2007 in Long Beach, California. DesRoches is
the deputy director of the NEESR-Grand Challenge Project, “Seismic Risk
Mitigation for Port Systems,” and directs the Transportation Networks Program for the Mid-America Earthquake (MAE) Center. He is an associate editor for the ASCE Journal of Structural Engineering, and is a member of the
EERI Learning from Earthquakes Advisory Committee. He has been on the
Board for Infrastructure and the Constructed Environment for the National
Academy of Engineering since 2002. Previous honors he has received include a 2001 National Science Foundation “Career” award and the Presidential Early Career Award for Scientists and Engineers in 2002. He received his
B.S., M.S., and Ph.D. degrees from the University of California, Berkeley.


Former EERI member Eugene
Lecomte, president emeritus of the
Institute for Business and Home
Safety (IBHS), died of cancer on
March 10 at age 77. A veteran of
more than 50 years in the insurance
business, Gene founded and was
president and CEO of the forerunner
of IBHS, Insurance Institute for
Property Loss Reduction. He received the FEMA Directors Outstanding Public Service Award in
1996.
After his retirement from IBHS in
1998, he continued to work on insurance issues and other topics of interest. During the last few years, he
worked with staff at the Lawrence
Berkeley Lab (LBL) on climate
change issues, which he saw as a
problem related to natural disasters
and insured loss. According to Evan
Mills at LBL, he may have been
“..the very first in the U.S. insurance
business to publicly take up the
question of climate change. His
views were often not popular among
his professional peers … Gene had
a rare mix of humility and strength of
conviction.” His last publication on
insurance and climate change, coauthored with Mills, was entitled
From Risk to Opportunity: How Insurers Can Proactively and Profitably Manage Climate Change.
Gene is survived by his wife of 46
years, Patricia, three daughters, and
seven grandchildren.

Eugene Lecomte
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Solomon Islands
Earthquake and Tsunami of April 1, 2007
This report was compiled with the
help of Lori Dengler, Humboldt State
University, from the web sites listed
below.
A magnitude 8.1 earthquake occurred April 1, 2007 at 20:39 UTC
(7:39 a.m. local time April 2) in the
New Georgia Island area of the
Solomon Islands, 45 km SSE of
the city of Gizo, the second largest
city in the Solomon Islands (1999
pop. est. 62,739). Gizo is a popular
tourist destination for dive boats.
The earthquake produced strong
ground shaking in the New Georgia
Island region and was felt throughout the Solomon Islands and on
Bougainville and western Papua
New Guinea. A number of buildings
in Gizo suffered definite earthquake

damage. First tsunami surges at
Gizo arrived only minutes after the
earthquake. Eyewitness accounts
support the observation that there
was no initial draw-down. It is unclear at present what the relative
impacts of the ground shaking and
tsunami were.
According to the United Nations
Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA), the
government of the Solomon Islands
estimates the casualty figure at 35,
with the number of affected people
estimated at 9,000. As of April 11,
the tsunami-affected communities
were camping on the hillsides, afraid
to return to their coastal homes due
to frequent tremors, although the
frequency and magnitude of aftershocks are decreasing. In Gizo,
tanks and water pipes have suffered
damage and require urgent repair.
Water and purification tablets are
available, but water distribution is
a problem due to considerable dis-

tances between water sources and
the camps. In some other areas, the
tsunami polluted local rivers.
The earthquake occurred along a
northwest–southeast thrust fault and
is consistent with a plate boundary
rupture along the interface between the Australia/Woodlark/Solomon Sea plate subducting beneath
the Pacific plate. The event was recorded on a number of tide gauges
in the southwestern Pacific, with
trace recordings at Pacific sites such
as Hawaii, Adak, and several in California. The measured tsunami amplitudes are all small — much smaller than eyewitness accounts and
damage in the Gizo area suggest.
None of the instruments were in the
near field of this tsunami. The closest tide gauge at Honaria, about 340
km from the epicenter, shows an initial positive wave. Tsunami survey
data is needed to get accurate measurements of the water height near
the source. Eyewitness accounts
suggest peak water heights of at
least 5 meters locally.
For more information, click on links
from EERI’s home page www.
eeri.org and visit the following:
ReliefWeb (http://www.reliefweb.
int/); West Coast Alaska Tsunami
Warning Center (http://wcatwc.arh.
noaa.gov/), the Pacific Marine Environmental Laboratory (http://nctr.
pmel.noaa.gov/), and the USGS
(http://earthquake.usgs.gov/
eqcenter/, http://walrus.wr.usgs.
gov/tsunami/solomon07/).

Plate tectonics of the Solomon Islands region. Single white arrows show
direction of down-going plate toward Pacific plate. Double diverging arrows
show spreading direction across the Woodlark Ridge that separates the
Woodlark and Australian plates. Approximate area of fault that ruptured
shown in hachure pattern (source: USGS).


The Namazu is being used to teach
seismic safety in Chiba, Japan.
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Noto Peninsula,
Japan, Earthquake of
March 25, 2007
This report was prepared by Shingo
Nishida, Charles Scawthorn, Junji
Kiyono, and Takahiro Tsutsumiuchi
of the Kyoto University Department
of Urban Management. A more complete report will be an insert in the
June EERI Newsletter.
On March 25, 2007, at 09:51:57 local Japan time, a MJMA 6.9 (MW 6.7)
earthquake occurred, with epicenter
at 37.281°N, 136.602°E, off the Noto
Peninsula and approximately 40 km
WSW from Wajima City, Ishikawa
Prefecture, Japan. Intensity 6+ on
the Japanese JMA scale was recorded in Wajima City, and the
earthquake was felt throughout central Japan. As of April 6, reported
effects include one fatality, 29 seriously injured, 268 less seriously in-

jured, 476 buildings totally destroyed, 620 half destroyed, and
4,963 other buildings damaged to
some lesser degree. A 20-cm tsunami was observed 30 to 60 minutes
following the earthquake, depending
on location. No fires were reported.
A survey of the high-intensity area
on April 1 indicated that the great
majority of the damaged buildings
are older traditional Japanese wood
post and lintel houses. No significant
damage was observed in modern engineered buildings, bridges, or other
structures. No liquefaction was observed during the survey, although
some liquefaction has been reported
in Wajima City, and ground disruption consistent with lateral spreading
was observed near the river mouth
at Doge and in other localities. Several landslides were observed, which
disrupted highway traffic. Photos
and other data collected during the
survey are available at http://quake.
kuciv.kyoto-u.ac.jp/vch/.

Publications

MAE Java EQ Report
A 57-page report, published by the
Mid-America Earthquake Center,
on the Mw 6.3 Yogyakarta (island
of Java, Indonesia) earthquake of
May 27, 2006, is available online at
http://mae.cee.uiuc.edu/publications/cd_rom_series_2007/cd_
release_0702.html.
The report contains an overview and
chapters on seismological features,
built environment losses, geotechnical effects, volcanic activity, historical monuments and heritage, social
and economic consequences, and
recommendations.
The earthquake killed more than
5,700 people and injured more than
37,000. Over 156,000 houses and
other structures were totally destroyed.
The ground motion was more intense than comparable earthquakes
elsewhere, with severe shaking in
both horizontal and vertical directions. Structures in the affected regions were subjected to significantly
higher forces than the code would
have required, with both traditional
and modern structures hit hard.
The eruption of Merapi volcano before, during, and after the earthquake compounded the traumatic
experience of the affected populations.
A preliminary report on this earthquake is in the August 2006 EERI
Newsletter.

This figure shows the epicentral distribution. There are two
large aftershocks located at both ends of the presumed fault.
The distributions of aftershocks indicate that the main fault
should be about 20-25 km long and 10-12 km wide. However,
a 40-km-long zone is activated during the readjustment of disturbed crustal stresses by the earthquake. The projections of
aftershocks on the cross-sections imply that the fault inclination
should be ranging between 45° and 50° (source: JSCE).


Logging on to
Spectra Online
To find instructions to access EQ
Spectra Online (if you’ve never
registered or have forgotten what to
do), visit http://www.eeri.org/cds_
publications/spectra_about.html.
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Subscribing Member News

REF TEK Projects
EERI Subscribing Member Refraction Technology, Inc., of Plano, Texas,
recently announced its latest project
for building monitoring in the state of
California. LPA, Inc., is installing REF
TEK’s high resolution multi-channel
recorders (RT 130-MC12A) for two
new 12-story buildings under construction in the Los Angeles area, for
the purpose of monitoring each building’s response to seismic activity.
The 12-channel recorders have an
internal back-up power supply to
continue operation during power
outages. Their technical specifications are based on CSMIP requirements. They have been set up for
stand-alone applications as well as
real-time monitoring networks for
dense arrays.
Available in 12-channel and 18-channel configurations, the recorders are
compatible with most available standard communication media. For
more information, visit http://www.
reftek.com.

Calls for Papers

Investigation of Failures Conference
The Indian Chapter of the American Concrete Institute is hosting an
International Conference on Forensic Engineering, with the theme of
“Failure Diagnosis and Problem
Solving.” It will be held in Mumbai,
India, December 6-9, 2007, and will
draw speakers and attendees from
around the world to report on case
studies of civil and structural engineering failures.
The abstract submission deadline
has been extended to May 31,
2007. Abstracts should be e-mailed
to icaci@vsnl.net. To download a
submission form, visit http://www.
icaci.com/Forensic%20Sem.htm.

Cable Dynamics
Symposium
A call for papers has been issued for
the Seventh International Symposium on Cable Dynamics to be held
in Vienna, Austria, December 10-13,
2007. It will focus on topics related
to cable structures such as power
lines, guyed masts, cable-supported
bridges, and cables for marine applications. Means to ameliorate the
rate and magnitude of vibration
oc-currences is a central topic of
this symposium. Abstracts should
be submitted online to http://www.
aimontefiore.org/cable/ by May 7.

Publications

Journal of Disaster
Research
The new bimonthly Journal of Disaster Research (JDR) is soliciting contributions. Its first issue was published in August 2006. It aims to provide information on disaster (natural
and man-made) prevention and mitigation and has a multidisciplinary,
comprehensive scope. Technical
papers as well as contributions on
disaster prevention planning and
measures, disaster (risk) management, disaster psychology, disasterrelated medical treatment, sociological aspects of disaster, economic
influences, and disaster philosophy
are welcomed. In addition to papers, it will accept reviews, survey
reports, letters, notes, discussions,
and tutorials.
JDR is based in Japan, but is published in English because of its
global circulation and contributions.
JDR is distributed in printed form
and as an e-journal. Materials related to compiled articles are stored
in a database to provide subscribers with worthwhile, reliable data.
For more information, including the
contents of forthcoming issues, visit
http://www.fujipress.jp/JDR/. Annual subscription rates are $839 for
institutions (100,000 yen) and $252


(30,000 yen) for individuals. Author
page charges are $92 (11,000 yen)
per printed page.

Seismic Isolation
Book
The IUSS Press has released Principles of Passive Supplemental
Damping and Seismic Isolation,
authored by EERI members Constantin Christopoulos (University of
Toronto) and Andre Filiatrault (University at Buffalo), with a forward
by EERI member V. V. Bertero. Accompanied by a CD-ROM, the book
provides information on supplemental damping and seismic isolation
systems that have demonstrated the
potential to improve the performance
of buildings and bridges under earthquake ground motions. The focus is
on passive energy dissipation systems and base isolation systems.
Two sample retrofit projects are
described. The book is geared to be
a textbook for an advanced graduate course and is also written for
practicing structural engineers. It
can be purchased for $112 at www.
iusspress.it.

Announcement

Nominations Sought
for Prakash Award
The Shamsher Prakash Foundation
is soliciting nominations for the 2007
Shamsher Prakash Annual Prize for
Excellence in the Practice of Geotechnical Engineering, which is given
to a young (less than 40 years old)
engineer, scientist, or researcher
from anywhere in the world. Candidates should have had significant
independent contributions to the
field and show promise of future excellence. The award includes a cash
prize of $1,100. Nominations are
due on or before May 31, 2007. The
award will be announced by December 31, 2007. For information on
submitting nominations, visit http://
www.yoga10.org.
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NEES News

Job Opening

Link for NEESWood Webinar Recordings

NSF Program Director

EERI is pleased to announce that a recorded version of the webinar presented
online on April 4, entitled “The NEESWood Project: Performance Based Seismic Designs for Mid-Rise Woodframe Construction,” can be viewed at any
time by visiting www.nees.org/ebrownbag. A PDF version of the PowerPoint presentation is also available on the same page. Feel free to send this
link to friends and colleagues!
The webinar presentation by John W. Van de Lindt of Colorado State University and Kelly Cobeen of Cobeen & Associates covers the implications of new
research on mid-rise woodframe buildings in seismic regions. Depending on
the download speed of your internet connection, it could take several minutes
to open the recording file.
Because your feedback would be greatly appreciated to aid in the development of future webinars, an evaluation form accompanies the download.
If you would like to be added to the e-mail list to be alerted about future
research-to-practice webinars, e-mail webinars@nees.org or call 530/7576337 x126.

NEESit Summer Institute
The George E. Brown, Jr., Network for Earthquake Engineering Simulation
CyberInfrastructure Center (NEESit http://it.nees.org) will hold a CyberInfrastructure Summer Institute (CSIN) from July 30 to August 3, 2007, at the San
Diego Supercomputer Center (SDSC) (http://www.sdsc.edu) at the University of California, San Diego (http://www.ucsd.edu). CSIN is designed to introduce earthquake engineering researchers to the newest developments in
related information technology tools. There is no registration fee.
Topics to be covered are as follows:
• NEESit data model, and database usage (data viewers and analysis tools
such as OpenSees/Matlab)
• NEESsphere capabilities as a collaborative research portal
• Advanced cyber-infrastructure capabilities (e.g., workflows, web services,
HPC Computing, ontologies, and Teragrid Science Gateways)
• NEESsphere capabilities as a digital content community participation
repository
• Hybrid simulation tools
• Capabilities for remote participation in NEES experiments
• Capabilities for high-performance visualization
For more information and to submit an application, visit http://it.
nees.org/support/workshops/
workshop_summer2007.php.
The application deadline is May
15, 2007, but housing priority will
be given to applications received
by April 27, as on-campus accommodations are limited.

A 3D model of an experiment site on the
NEES@UCSD shaketable (credit: Amit
Chourasia, SDSC Visualization Services).


The Division of Civil, Mechanical
and Manufacturing Innovation of the
National Science Foundation (NSF)
in Arlington, Virginia, has announced
a nationwide search for a new Program Director for Structural Systems
and Hazard Mitigation. Program Directors solicit, receive, and review
research and education proposals;
make funding recommendations; and
administer awards. Appointments are
usually made for one year and may
be extended for an additional year
or two by mutual agreement.
Qualifications of successful candidates include a PhD degree, a record of research and education, and
managerial experience in academe,
industry or government.
Evaluation of applications will begin
on May 1, 2007; they will be accepted until the positions are filled. To
see the complete job announcement, visit http://www.nsf.gov/
publications/pub_summ.jsp?ods_
key=cmmi0703.

USGS Geologist
The U.S. Geological Survey in Santa Cruz, California, seeks a geologist for a four-year term who will be
involved in data collection, analysis,
and publication of results from field
and laboratory studies to improve
the use of tsunami deposits in hazard assessment. The chosen candidate will develop new approaches
to using tsunami deposits for hazard
assessments and to improve understanding of modern and ancient
tsunamis. Required: A bachelor’s or
master’s degree in geology or the
equivalent, and U.S. citizenship. To
apply, visit http://www.usgs.gov/
ohr/oars/. The job is listed in two
announcements (WR-2007-0311,
for lower level; WR-2007-0319
for higher level). The deadline to
apply is April 30, 2007. For further
information, contact Bruce Jaffe,
bjaffe@usgs.gov.
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AGORA Promotes
Open Risk Analysis
The Alliance for Global Open Risk
Analysis (AGORA) and the California Institute of Technology recently
sponsored the 1st International Workshop on Open-Source Risk Software,
held at Caltech in February 2007
and attended by 30 people, including
representatives from EERI, NEES,
USGS, UC Berkeley, the University
of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign,
Cambridge University (UK), the University of Pavia (Italy), Kyoto University (Japan), the Russian Academy
of Sciences, the Extreme Situations
Response Center (Russia), and the
insurance industry. EERI was represented by several members, including Past President Craig Comartin,
who spoke on the World Housing
Encyclopedia and the ATC-58 project as examples of useful open risk
development. AGORA formed to
promote “Open Risk Analysis” (ORA),
whose goal is the development and
dissemination of open-source software, data, and methods for risk analysis in support of natural and technological hazards risk reduction.
ORA addresses a concern that current risk analysis tools have limited
acceptance and use because of lack
of full openness of methods and
software, inflexibility to address user
needs, and inability to incorporate
new methods and data. ORA promotes transparent methods and
tools, particularly open-source software, as a way to eliminate these
barriers, promote widespread use of
risk analysis, and decrease cost and
development time for risk-analysis
software. AGORA is currently engaged in a broad-based development of ORA software applications,
intended to provide natural and
technological hazards loss estimation. Information on the workshop,
and an archive of the presentations,
is available at AGORA’s web site,
www.risk-agora.org.

Virtual Organization
Grants Available

The National Science Foundation
Directorate of Engineering has announced the NSF 07-558 program
solicitation for two-year seed awards
targeting the formation of engineering virtual organizations (EVOs).
The George E. Brown Jr. Network
for Earthquake Engineering Simulation (NEES) is an example of an EVO.
Other engineering communities can
benefit from extending this model.
EVOs can provide forums for collaboration, sharing and evaluation of
data, remote access to sensors and
experiments, and access to computer models and grid computing. EVOs
can be platforms for developing
unique learning, research, and innovation tools, including product and
process development.
Specific details of the solicitation are
given at: http://www.nsf.gov/funding/pgm_summ.jsp?pims_id=5
01057&org=CMMI&from=home.
The letter of intent due date is May
31, 2007. The full proposal deadline is July 03, 2007. The estimated
number of awards is 10 to 15; the
anticipated funding amount is
$100,000 to $200,000 per award,
pending the availability of funds out
of a total budget of $2,000,000.
Please contact a cognizant program
officer listed in the solicitation if you
have any questions

IREE Supplemental
Grants
NSF has announced the FY 2007
supplemental funding opportunity for
International Research and Education in Engineering (IREE), a pilot
program initiated by NSF last year.
The link for the new official announcement is http://www.nsf.gov/
pubs/2007/nsf07032/nsf07032.jsp.
The objective of IREE is to provide
opportunities for early-career researchers in the United States to
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gain international research experience and perspective, and to enhance U.S. innovation in education
and research through closer interaction between U.S. institutions and
their foreign counterparts. Early-career researchers are defined as undergraduate and graduate students,
postdoctoral fellows, and tenuretrack or tenured faculty members
who are assistant or associate professors or their equivalent, and who
are working on current NSF awards.
The new proposal due date is May
29, 2007. The program will support
visits between three and six months
to enable U.S. researchers to work
with collaborating institutions or laboratories outside the United States.
Researchers traveling under an IREE
award must be U.S. citizens or permanent residents.

CALENDAR
Items that have appeared previously
are severely abbreviated. The issue
containing the first appearance, or
the most informative, is indicated at
the entry’s end. Items listed for the
first time are shown in bold.
MAY
4. Performance-Based Design Using
Nonlinear Analysis, New York City.
Info: http://csiberkeley.com/
Powell/NYC/ (4/07)
5. John Blume Lecture, Stanford
University, by Frieder Seible. See
page 3. (5/07)
13-20. Coastal Sediments 07, New
Orleans, LA. Info: www.asce.org/
conferences/cs07/abstract.cfm
(5/06)
14-16. SEE5 on Earthquake Risk
Reduction in Developing Countries,
Tehran, Iran. Info: www.iiees.ac.ir/
SEE5 (7/06)
14-17. Workshop on the Physics of
Tsunami Hazard Assessment Methods and Disaster Risk Management.
Trieste, Italy. Info: http://agenda/
ictp.it/smr.php?1839 (2/07)
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16-19. 2007 Structures Congress,
Long Beach, CA. Info: www.
structurescongress.org (4/07)
28-31. 10th World Conf. on Seismic
Isolation, Energy Dissipation, & Active Vibration Control of Structures,
Istanbul, Turkey. Info: www.did-tasi.
org/seminar/default.asp (12/06)
JUNE
3-6. 10th North American Masonry
Conf., University of Missouri at Rolla.
Info: http://www.masonrysociety.
org/NAMC/index.html (3/06)
4-6. 24th International Bridge Conf.,
Pittsburgh, PA. Info: www.eswp.
com/bridge (11/06)
13-15. COMPDYN 2007 Conf.,
Rethymno, Crete, Greece. Info:
http://www.eng.ucy.ac.cy/compdyn2007 (8/06)
19-21. NEES Annual Meeting, Snowbird, UT. Info: www.nees.org/
About_NEES/Announcements/
announcement.php?news_id=41
(9/06, 1/07)
25-27. ENHR Conference on Sustainable Urban Areas, Rotterdam,
The Netherlands. Info: www.enhr2007rotterdam.nl (2/07)
25-28. 4th International Conference
on Earthquake Geotechnical Engineering (4ICEGE), Thessaloniki,
Greece. Info: www.4icege.org
(2/06)
26-29. 9th Canadian Conference on
Earthquake Engineering (9CCEE),
Ottawa, Canada. Info: www.9ccee.
ca (2/06)
JULY
2-13. International Union of Geodesy and Geophysics General Assembly, Perugia, Italy. Info: www.
iugg2007perugia.it (3/07)
8-11. 17th World Conference on Disaster Management, Toronto, Ont.,
Canada. Info: http://www.wcdm.
org/ (11/06)
30-Aug. 3. NEESIT Summer Institute, San Diego, CA. See page 9.
(5/07)

AUGUST
20-22. 1st International Workshop
on Performance, Protection, and
Strengthening of Structures under
Extreme Loading (Protect 2007),
Whistler, BC, Canada. Info: www.
civil.ubc.ca/protect2007/ (12/06)
SEPTEMBER
3-7. International Conference on
Engineering Education (ICEE-2007),
Coimbra, Portugal. Info: www.ineer.
org/Events/ICEE2007Info/
Welcome.htm (1/07)
17-21. Roberts-Gerwick California
Bridge Conference, Sacramento,
CA. Info: www.asce-sacto.org/
events.cfm?Item=341 (4/07)
26-29. SEAOC 2007 Convention,
Lake Tahoe, CA. Info: www.seaocc.
org/2007convention (2/07)
OCTOBER
1-6. 12th IACMAG Conference, Goa,
India. Info: www.12iacmag.com
(4/07)
1-13. Ninth Workshop on Nonlinear
Dynamics and Earthquake Prediction, Trieste, Italy. Info: http://
agenda/ictp.it/smr.php?1864 (2/07)
8-11. Modern Trends in Structural
Engineering for Seismic Design,
Ariel, Israel. Info: ribakov@yosh.
ac.il (8/06)
11-13. Deep Foundations Institute
2007 Annual Conf., Colorado
Springs, CO. Info: www.dfi.org/
conferencedetail.asp?id=80.
(12/06)
16-20. 6th Turkish National Conference on EQ Engineering, Istanbul. Info: http://www.6udmk.org.
tr/6UDMK.ENG.DOC (3/07)
NOVEMBER
6-8. 4th Annual Canadian Risk and
Hazards Network (CRHNET) Symposium, Vancouver, BC. Info: www.
jibc.ca/crhnet/papers/papers.htm
(4/07)
27-29. 2nd Int’l Conference on
Urban Disaster Reduction (ICUDR),
Taipei, Taiwan. Info: http://www.
ncdr.nat.gov.tw/2ICUDR (10/06)
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DECEMBER
5-7. 8th Pacific Conference on
Earthquake Engineering, Singapore.
Info: www.ntu.edu.sg/cee/8PCEE/
(2/07)
6-9. International Conference on
Forensic Engineering, Mumbai,
India. See page 8. (5/07)
10-13. 7th International Symposium on Cable Dynamics, Vienna,
Austria. See page 8. (5/07)
2008
FEBRUARY
6-9. EERI Annual Meeting, Astor
Crowne Plaza Hotel, French Quarter,
New Orleans, LA. (2/07, 3/07)
17-20. 14th Int’l Brick and Block Masonry Conference, Sydney, Australia.
Info: http://www.ibmac.org/ (3/07)
APRIL
22-26. 2008 National Earthquake
Conference, Seattle, WA. Info:
http://www.earthquakeconference.
org/ (3/07)
MAY
18-22. Geotechnical Earthquake
Engineering and Soil Dynamics
Conf. IV, Sacramento, CA. Info:
www.geesd.org (10/06)
AUGUST
11-16. 6th International Conf. on
Case Histories in Geotechnical Engineering (6ICCHGE), Washington,
D.C. Info: http://www.6icchge2008.
org (4/06, 9/06, 2/07)
OCTOBER
12-17. 14th World Conference on
EQ Engineering, Beijing, China.
Info: www. 14wcee.org (12/05)
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Blind Analysis Contest
The executive committee on the E-Defense steel building project, sponsored
by the National Research Institute for Earth Science and Disaster Prevention in Japan, has announced the 2007 Blind Analysis Contest for a full-scale
four-story steel building, which will be tested to collapse on the world’s largest three-dimensional shaking table located at Miki City, Hyogo Prefecture,
Japan. The building will be shaken and collapsed from September 20 to 30,
2007, by applying a scaled version of near-fault motion recorded during the
1995 Kobe earthquake. Each participant should predict the responses before
and after the test, and the closest predictions to the test results will win the
award. Because the actual loading will be determined during the course of
the testing based on observed response, the contest has two parts: pre-test
analysis based on anticipated earthquake loadings and post-test analysis
using the actual loadings. The building analytical model for the post-test
analysis must be identical to that for the pre-test analysis. Analysis methods
are categorized as either 2D or 3D. Each category will have two winners: one
from researchers including students, and another from practicing engineers,
for a total of four winners. While names and affiliations of all participating
teams will be identified, results will be presented anonymously (unlabeled)
except for those of the winners.
Winners will be invited to and honored at a special session of the 14th World
Conference on Earthquake Engineering (14WCEE) in 2008 in Beijing, China,
with their travel expenses and accommodations covered by the contest
sponsor. Due dates for submitting results of pre-test analysis and post-test
analysis are September 10 and November 30, respectively. Details of contest
rules and building data will be posted on the E-Defense web-site on May 20
(http://www.bosai.go.jp/hyogo/ehyogo/index.html).

Full-scale four-story steel building
for collapse test (units are mm);
nonstructural elements such as
cladding panels, windows, partitions,
doors, and ceiling will be attached.
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