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News of the Institute

2008 EERI Board Nominees Announced
The 2008 EERI Nominating Committee has submitted a slate of candidates
for president-elect and the two director positions that will become open when
Richard Eisner and Polat Gulkan complete their terms next January. The
nominees are:
For President-Elect: Farzad Naeim, vice president/general counsel, John A.
Martin & Associates, Inc.
For Director A:
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EARTHQUAKE ENGINEERING
RESEARCH INSTITUTE
PRESIDENT
Thalia Anagnos
PAST PRESIDENT
Craig D. Comartin
VICE PRESIDENT
Jonathan D. Bray
SECRETARY-TREASURER
Marshall Lew
BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Thalia Anagnos
Jonathan D. Bray
Craig D. Comartin
Richard K. Eisner
S. K. Ghosh
Polat Gülkan
Laurie A. Johnson
Marshall Lew
Andrew S. Whittaker
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
Susan K. Tubbesing

•

Jack Moehle, director, Pacific Earthquake Engineering Research Center,
Berkeley, California

•

Richard Klingner, professor, Department of Civil Engineering, University
of Texas, Austin

For Director B:
•

Masayoshi Nakashima, professor, Disaster Prevention Research Institute, Kyoto University, Kyoto, Japan

•

Carlos Ventura, professor, Department of Civil Engineering, University of
British Columbia, Vancouver, Canada

Additional nominations may be made by the membership in accordance
with Article VII of the EERI Bylaws (Sections 4 and 5), upon submission of a
petition with signatures of 25 members. Petitions must be received prior to
November 1. Biographies of the candidates and short vision statements will
be published in a future issue of the Newsletter and posted on the EERI web
site, www.eeri.org. EERI wishes to thank the Nominating Committee: Ivan
Wong (Chair), Craig Comartin, Glenn Rix, Jim Jirsa, and Kim Shoaf.

2008 Annual Meeting: Call for Poster Abstracts
The 2008 EERI Annual Meeting will be held February 6-9 at the Astor
Crowne Plaza in the French Quarter of
New Orleans, Louisiana. The opening
reception falls on Wednesday, February 6, the day after Fat Tuesday,
which is the final night of Mardi Gras.
If you wish to go a few days early to
take part in Mardi Gras festivities,
make reservations now by visiting
www.eeri.org.
Individuals interested in participating
in one of the Annual Meeting poster
sessions are invited to submit abstracts to the organizing committee.
The abstracts for posters accepted
for presentation will be included in
the Annual Meeting notebook and
must be submitted in final form. All
abstracts should be prepared with
one-inch margins on all sides, singlespaced in 11-point Times Roman or
equivalent font. Text should be flush
continued on page 2


New Orleans balconies during Mardi
Gras (photo by Romney Caruso from
http://www.neworleanscvb.com/).

EERI Newsletter, September 2007 Volume 41, Number 9

News of the Institute

Matching Donations Support Endowment Fund
An easy way to increase the impact of a donation to the EERI Endowment
Fund is to have your employer match it. Thousands of companies have matching gift programs that sometimes will double or triple individual tax-deductible contributions made by their employees. Please check with your firm’s
personnel office to find out if it has such a program. If so, they will give you a
matching gift form that you can fill out and send to us with your contribution.
EERI Subscribing Members Pacific Gas & Electric Company and FM Global
have matched donations made by their EERI member employees.
EERI would like to thank the donors to the Endowment Fund shown below
and acknowledge their recent contributions. EERI’s Endowment supports
those innovative projects that ensure the Institute’s continuing leadership in
the earthquake engineering professions.
$4,000
R. Evan Kennedy
$2,500
Geomatrix Consultants,
Inc.
$1,000
Thomas L. Anderson
Robert Chittenden
Polat Gulkan
$500
Charles A. Kircher
Luis G. Mejia
$200-$499
Fu Lien (Henry) Chang
William J. Correia
L. LeRoy Crandall
C. Terry Dooley

Saif M. Hussain
Thornton-Tomasetti Group
Susan K. Tubbesing
URS Corp.
$100-$199
David C. Breiholz
Gary Christenson
Craig D. Comartin
Linda R. Emery
Walter W. Farrell
Roy A. Imbsen
Henry J. Lagorio
Randolph Langenbach
Marshall Lew
Praveen Malhotra
Kenneth M. S. Mark
Dennis S. Mileti

Joseph P. Nicoletti
Shamsher Prakash
Nels Roselund
Mahendra Pal Singh
Timothy Yeun
Other Amounts
William M. Elliott
Cynthia A. Hoover
Mohammad Joolazadeh
Thomas Kang
James LaFave
Jerald LaVassar
Donald Parker
Jose I. Restrepo
Paul W. Richards
Satwant S. Rihal

2008 Annual Meeting News continued from page 1
left. The title of the poster presentation, in upper case, should be centered at
the top of the page. Presenters should be identified by name, title, and organizational affiliation. Abstracts should not exceed two pages in length. They
should be e-mailed by December 1, 2007, to Juliane Lane at juliane@eeri.
org. Presenters will be notified in early January of acceptance.

Annual Meeting Travel Scholarships
Several scholarships are available to assist student members and younger
EERI members (out of school no more than three years) to attend the 2008
Annual Meeting, thanks to support from FEMA. The financial support will
be contingent upon participation in one of the poster sessions (see above),
either through the applicant’s own research project, or as a representative of
a student chapter depicting the chapter’s activities. Each scholarship will be
for a finite amount that can be used to cover registration, lodging, and roundtrip economy airfare. To apply, e-mail a letter of request by December 1,
2007, to the Student Activities Committee in care of Juliane Lane at juliane@
eeri.org. Applicants should describe their current involvement in earthquake
engineering or a related field and their status as students or professionals.


Lower Dues for New
Young Professionals
Because many young professionals
are just getting their financial feet
on the ground the first year after
graduation, the Board of Directors
has approved a new dues level for
EERI young professional members
during that first year. At the present time, young professional dues
are 50% of regular active member
dues (for 2007, $115.50 compared
to $231) and they are eligible for this
50% rate for five years after they
graduate. To make it easier for student members to transition to young
professional membership, the new
dues rate for first-year young professionals will be 50% of the regular
young professional dues; i.e., based
on 2007 dues, it would be $58, and
then would shift to the regular young
professional rate for the second to
fifth years after graduation.

Honors Committee
Seeks Nominations
The EERI Honors Committee needs
the help of the membership to identify worthy members whose contributions should be recognized with
an award. Please nominate candidates for the George W. Housner
Medal, the newly created Special
Recognition Award, and Honorary
Membership, as well as authors
who deserve the 2006 Outstanding Paper award for Earthquake
Spectra. All nominations should be
accompanied by a brief justification,
and they must be received by October 1, 2007. All of the awards will be
presented at EERI’s Annual Meeting
in New Orleans in February 2008.
Send your nominations to the Honors Committee at the EERI office
or electronically to Eloise Gilland
(eloise@eeri.org). Complete descriptions of all awards and lists of
past recipients can be accessed
from http://www.eeri.org/home/
honors.html.
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EERI Student Chapter
Activities
Oregon State University
During the 2006-07 academic year,
members of the EERI Student Chapter at Oregon State University (OSU)
gave several geotechnical and
structural earthquake engineering
presentations to K-12 students that
included a slide show on the basic
causes of earthquakes and discussed roles of geotechnical and
structural earthquake engineers. Also
featured were several demonstrations using a liquefaction simulation
model, response spectra showing
natural frequencies of single-degreeof-freedom systems, and a portable
structural frame on a shake table.
The chapter collaborated with the
ASCE student chapter and the firm
of CH2M Hill on a high school student bridge competition in Corvallis,
Oregon. Five OSU students competed this year in the Pacific Earthquake Engineering Research Center’s shake table competition at the
EERI Annual Meeting in Los Angeles (see pages 2-3 in the March
EERI Newsletter). The OSU balsa
wood structure placed 1st overall
(1st for sustaining the least amount
of damage, 4th in building cost, and
3rd for income generated.)
The chapter, in conjunction with the
ASCE student chapter, continued
the tradition started in 2005 of hosting the “Order of the Engineer” induction ceremony just before commencement. This year the ceremony
saw a growth in inductees and interest.
Two OSU students participated in
the PEER Scholars Program, traveling to host universities to learn
about seismology at Stanford, geotechnical engineering at UC San
Diego, structural engineering at UC
Irvine, and public policy at UC Los
Angeles. The chapter’s main EERI
lecture of the year was given jointly

by EERI member
Robert Yeats, professor emeritus of
geology at OSU,
and geoscience
Ph.D. candidate
Wiley Thompson.
They discussed
the Kashmir earthquake of October
2005. Thompson,
a lieutenant colonel in the U.S.
Army, was in
charge of rescue
efforts.

Joe Henry, Jeremy Mikkelsen, Beth McNair and Josh
The chapter web
Lehr after winning the PEER shake table contest.
site is http://
groups.engr.oregonstate.edu/eeri/
Engineering Laboratory annual baraboutus.php.
beque event, which succeeded in
recruiting several students as chapUniversity of Texas at Austin
ter members. The chapter particiThe EERI Student Chapter at the
pated in Explore UT, a universityUniversity of Texas (UT) organized
wide open house organized for the
three seminars during the past acapublic and K-12 students. The chapdemic year. The first was given by
ter’s booth had a simple shake table
EERI member Jonathan Bray of the
and materials for kids to build buildUniversity of California, Berkeley, on
ings out of toothpicks and marshthe topic “Design Ground Motions in
mallows (to simulate steel buildings)
the Near-Fault Region.” The second
or peanut butter and sugar cubes
was entitled “Earthquake Design of
(to simulate masonry buildings). The
Offshore Oil and Gas Platforms,”
booth also featured posters describgiven by Frank Puskar of Energo
ing earthquakes, earthquake safety,
Engineering in Houston. The third
geotechnical hazards, historical
seminar covered “Seismic Design of
earthquake damage, and how earthTall Buildings and Other Buildings
quakes affect buildings. The firm of
with Unique Architecture,” given by
continued on page 4
EERI member John Hooper of Magnusson Klemencic Associates in
Seattle; this visit was part of the
Friedman Family Visiting Professionals Program (see page 2 of the
June EERI Newsletter).
The chapter participated in several
outreach activities directed towards
both the university community and
the public for the purpose of increasing awareness of EERI and
earthquake engineering. The chapter had a booth at the Engineering
Fall Gathering, an annual event
organized by the UT College of Engineering to introduce new students
to organizations and activities on
campus. The chapter also had a
booth at the Ferguson Structural


Ty Womble and Ben Sadler with
U-Texas model building.
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Student Chapters
continued from page 3
Walter P. Moore funded the supplies
for the booth. The chapter vice president, R. Shiv Shanker, attended the
2007 EERI Annual Meeting in Los
Angeles, along with an undergraduate group of five students who took
part in the Undergraduate Seismic
Design Competition.
The chapter web site is http://www.
engr.utexas.edu/eeri/.

University of Minnesota
During the past academic year,
members of the EERI Student Chapter at the University of Minnesota
(UM) participated as judges of exhibits in two science fairs, one at
Hopkins High School that was a
regional fair qualifying event, and
the other at the Twin Cities Regional
Science Fair for 6th through 12th
graders.

News of the Membership

Tucker to Receive
George Brown Award
EERI member and GeoHazards International (GHI) founder and president Brian Tucker was recently announced as the 2007 recipient of
the George Brown Award for International Scientific Cooperation, in
recognition of his lifelong work to
reduce death and injury caused by
earthquakes in the world’s most vulnerable communities. The award is
the highest honor bestowed by the
U.S. Civilian Research and Development Foundation (CRDF), named in
honor of the late congressman for
his vision for international research
cooperation and his important role
in the efforts leading to CRDF’s
creation.
For sixteen years, Tucker, a seismologist and disaster prevention specialist, has worked through a global network dedicated to reducing the risks
of earthquakes and natural disasters

The chapter was involved in three
shake table demonstration events
for different age groups; one took
place at Birchview Elementary
School Science Night, the second
at the Young Scientist Roundtable
during the Wayzata Central Middle
School Science Night, and the
third at the UM Department of Chicano Studies EDUCATE Program
for undergraduates. Students are
taught basic structural dynamics
with models and then create their
own K’nex models, which are tested to failure. The demonstrations
convey concepts such as the natural
frequency of structures of different
heights, the benefits of bracing,
and resonance. The undergraduate
students are encouraged to enroll in
the structural dynamics and earthquake engineering courses offered
in the department.
The chapter web site is http://www.
tc.umn.edu/~eeriumn/.
in impoverished countries, by sharing and promoting civil engineering
principles and connecting local experts, engineers, scientists and government officials with their counterparts abroad. He will receive the
award, with co-recipient Dr. Zafra
Lerman, October 11, 2007, in Washington, D.C. For more information,
visit www.crdf.org/georgebrown.

Brian Tucker


University of Illinois at
Urbana Champaign
On March 12, the EERI Student
Chapter at the University of Illinois
at Urbana Champaign (UIUC) hosted Faiz I. Makdisi, principal engineer at Geomatrix Consultants, Inc.,
in Oakland, California, as part of
the EERI Friedman Family Visiting
Professional Program. He spoke on
“Seismic Stability and Deformation
of Embankment Dams,” describing
the effects of earthquakes on dams
and the state of practice for evaluating the seismic stability and earthquake-induced deformations of embankments and slopes. The chapter
found that Makdisi’s visit was an
excellent complement for the geotechnical earthquake engineering
course given at UIUC during the
spring semester. To view the presentation, visit http://online.cen.
uiuc.edu/webcourses/mae/03-1207/.

Employment Opportunities

NIST BFRL Position
The National Institute of Standards
and Technology (NIST) is seeking candidates to fill the position
of Leader of the Structures Group
within its Building and Fire Research
Laboratory (BFRL). Required: strong
technical credentials and an interest
in managing a challenging program
of research in the areas of the performance, reliability, and resilience
of structures and communities under
extreme loads.
The vacancy is posted on USAJOBS
(www.usajobs.opm.gov) and can
be accessed by entering the vacancy number in “Keyword Search”
under the “Search Jobs” tab. The
vacancy numbers for supervisory
research engineer positions are
BFRL-2007-0048 through 0054. The
deadline for applications is September 7, 2007. The deadline may be
extended until a pool of highly qualified candidates is available for consideration.
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Public Policy Position
The Department of Public Administration & Policy, Rockefeller College
of Public Affairs and Policy, University at Albany, SUNY, seeks a tenure-track assistant or associate professor in the area of public policy
with research and teaching interests
in one or more of the following

Learning from Earthquakes

M8.0 Earthquake
Devastates Peru
A magnitude 8 earthquake struck
near the coast of central Peru on
August 15, 2007, at 6:40 PM local
time.The epicenter was 145 km
(90 miles) south-southeast of Lima
(13.357° S., 76.521° W. Depth 30.2
km, Mw = 8.0 [USGS]). At least 540
people were killed, 1,042 injured,
and more than 35,500 buildings
destroyed. The majority of the
damage and casualties occurred in
Chincha Alta, Ica, and Pisco. Widespread communications and power
outages occurred in the area. The
Panamerican Highway, the Carretera
Central, and other transportation
routes were closed due to landslides
and bridge damage. Tsunami waves
were recorded.

Calls for Abstracts

SSA Annual Meeting

The Seismological Society of America’s 2008 Annual Meeting will be
held April 16-18, 2008, in Santa Fe,
New Mexico, hosted by the Los Alamos National Laboratory in cooperation with other Rio Grande institutions, including New Mexico Tech,
Sandia National Laboratory, and the
University of Texas at El Paso. The
deadline for proposals for special
sessions is October 1, 2007. The
abstract submission deadline is
January 11, 2008. For more information, visit http://www.seismosoc.
org/meetings/2008/index.html.

areas: politics and the policy process, decision making under uncertainty, risk analysis, modeling and
simulation, and economic approaches to the policy process. The successful candidate will have the potential to contribute in the area of
public security and hazard mitigation. Required: a Ph.D. in public
affairs or policy, political science,

economics, psychology, sociology,
management, or a related field, and
strong teaching and research skills.
Review of applications will begin
November 1, 2007, and continue
until the position is filled. For more
information and to apply, visit http://
hr.albany.edu/vacancy/faculty/
P07-11253R.html.

This quake occurred as thrust-faulting on the interface between the
Nazca and South American tectonic
plates, which are converging at a
rate of 77 mm per year, with the
South American plate moving up
and seaward over the Nazca plate.
An EERI team will provide more
information in a future Newslestter.

one in 1942 and one in 1996. The
largest coastal Peru earthquake
of the last two centuries was estimated at magnitude 9 in 1868,
centered about 700 km southeast
of the August 15 quake. It produced
a tsunami that killed several thousand people and caused damage in
Hawaii.

Coastal Peru has
a history of large
earthquakes. The
August 15 shock
originated just
south of the
source region
of the magnitude 8.1 1974
quake and
just north of
the source
regions of two
magnitude 7.7
earthquakes,

ICEEDM08: Indonesia
The Indonesian Earthquake Engineering Association, in collaboration
with the Institut Teknologi Bandung,
is organizing the International Conference on Earthquake Engineering
and Disaster Mitigation (ICEEDM08)
to be held in Jakarta, April 14-15,
2008, with the theme of “Earthquake
Disaster Risk Reduction: Engineering Challenges after Recent Disasters.”
Prospective authors who would like
to contribute papers are invited to email abstracts of no more than 500
words (in English) to iceedm08_
paper@si.itb.ac.id by September


17, 2007. Topics include probabilistic and deterministic seismic hazard
assessment; geotechnical earthquake engineering; soil-structure
interaction; performance-based design; case histories in recent earthquakes; case histories in earthquake
engineering design and construction; tsunami modeling; tsunami
early warning system; seismic and
tsunami disaster mitigation and
management; retrofit, rehabilitation,
and reconstruction; nonengineered
buildings; and community-based
disaster risk management.
For more information, visit http://
www.si.itb.ac.id/iceedm08.
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Publications

West Sumatra Report

Miyamoto International has released
the 2007 West Sumatra Earthquake
Reconnaissance Report. The magnitude 6.4 earthquake struck on
March 6, 2007, causing 70 fatalities,
500 injuries, and severe damage or
collapse of nearly 15,000 buildings.
(See the report inserted in the May
2007 EERI Newsletter for preliminary observations.) An international
team of earthquake professionals
coordinated by the Minister of Public
Works on Investment and Economic
Affairs of Indonesia assembled in
West Sumatra to collect data on the
event’s impact on infrastructure,
buildings and utilities.
To read the report in PDF format
(1.5Mb), or to order a free hard copy,
visit http://www.miyamotointernational.com/2007SumatraReport.
html.

USGS Landslide Film
A USGS documentary film broadcast earlier this year on public television is now available for download from http://pubs.usgs.gov/
gip/2007/48/.

Entitled “Riding the Storm — Landslide Danger in the San Francisco
Bay Area,” the film conveys how the
combination of steep slopes, weak
rocks, and intense winter storms
make Bay Area uplands particularly
susceptible to landslides. It also
looks at what USGS scientists have
discovered about landslide dynamics, which slopes are most susceptible to sliding, and how to recognize
the danger signs.

Announcements

COSMOS Technical
Session
The Consortium of Organizations for
Strong Motion Observation Systems
(COSMOS) will be holding its Annual
Meeting and Technical Session at
the Hilton Garden Inn, Emeryville,

California, on Friday, November 9th.
The day-long technical session will
focus on “Evaluations and Recommendations for Selection and Scaling of Ground Motion Time Histories
for Next Generation PBEE Applications.” This year’s COSMOS Technical Session is being co-sponsored
by the Pacific Earthquake Engineering Research Center (PEER) and
the California Geological Survey
(CGS).
The technical session will provide
an overview of the preliminary next
generation performance-based
earthquake engineering selection
and scaling approach, developed for
the FEMA-sponsored ATC-58 project, and an alternative approach
developed for the ATC-63 project.
Presentations will provide evaluations of the ATC-58 approach using
procedures developed by the PEER
Ground Motion Selection and Modification Working Group. After the
evaluations are presented, the presenters will also serve on a panel
that will discuss (along with session
participants) their observations regarding the evaluations and any
suggestions for improvements in
selection and scaling procedure in
future PBEE guidelines.
For complete program and registration details, visit www.cosmos-eq.
org.

Social Research Conference on Disasters
A multidisciplinary conference on
“Disasters: Recipes and Remedies”
will take place at the New School in
New York City, November 1-2, 2007.
In this 17th conference in the Social
Research series, which is dedicated
to enhancing public understanding,
leading experts will explore the commonalities of all disasters. They will
examine the unequal protection and
treatment of populations made vulnerable by their location or socioeconomic status, the impact of disasters on economies and overall
human development, how hazards


develop into disasters, and how design factors either mitigate or amplify their effects.
To view the agenda, schedule, and
speaker bios and to register, visit
www.newschool.edu/disasters.

Long-Span Bridges
The Transportation Research Board
(TRB) Committee on Seismic Design and Performance of Bridges
will sponsor a session on “Seismic
Retrofitting of Long-Span Bridges”
at TRB’s Annual Meeting, January
13-17, 2008, in Washington, D.C.
Although the deadline for submitting
a paper was August 1, there remains a possibility of making a presentation without a paper submission. If you are interested, please
send a title and an abstract to Ayaz
Malik at ayaz7@att.net. Presentations should focus on the vulnerability assessment and retrofitting
strategies used to ascertain the
seismic performance objectives for
long-span bridge projects. There will
be 20 minutes for presentations and
five minutes for Q & A. For more
information, visit http://www.trb.org.

CALENDAR
Items that have appeared previously
are severely abbreviated. The issue
containing the first appearance, or
the most informative, is indicated at
the entry’s end. Items listed for the
first time are shown in bold.
SEPTEMBER
3-7. Int’l Conf. on Engineering Education (ICEE-2007), Coimbra, Portugal. Info: www.ineer.org/Events/
ICEE2007Info/Welcome.htm (1/07)
10-12. 12th US-Japan Workshop
on Structural Design and Construction Practices, Kauai, Hawaii. Info:
http://www.atcouncil.org/pdfs/
ATC15-11announcement.pdf
(7/07)
17-21. Roberts-Gerwick California
Bridge Conference, Sacramento,
CA. Info: www.asce-sacto.org/
events.cfm?Item=341 (4/07)
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18. Multi-Hazard Engineering Symposium, New York City. Info: http://
mceer.buffalo.edu/meetings/
AEI/default.asp (6/07)

Engineering Society (AEES) Conference, Wollongong University, New
South Wales, Australia. Info: http://
�������
www.aees.org.au/ (6/07)
�������

16-18. Seismological Society of
America 2008 Annual Meeting,
Santa Fe, New Mexico. See page
5. (9/07)

26-29. SEAOC 2007 Convention,
Lake Tahoe, CA. Info: www.seaocc.
org/2007convention (2/07)

27-29. 2nd Int’l Conference on
Urban Disaster Reduction (ICUDR),
Taipei, Taiwan. Info: http://www.
ncdr.nat.gov.tw/2ICUDR (10/06)

22-26. 2008 National Earthquake
Conference, Seattle, WA. Info:
http://www.earthquakeconference.
org/ (3/07)

DECEMBER
2-7. International Conference on
Engineering Education and Research, Melbourne, Australia. Info:
http://enk.webstrikesolutions.com/
vuconference/ (7/07)

24-26. 1st Int’l Conf. on Transport
Infrastructure, Beijing, China. Info:
http://www.jtzx.net.cn/icti/ (7/07)

30-Oct. 3. Western States Seismic
Policy Council Annual Conference,
Reno, Nevada. Info: www.wsspc.
org/Conference (7/07)
OCTOBER
1-6. 12th International Association
of Computer Methods and Advancements in Geomechanics (IACMAG)
Conference, Goa, India. Info:
www.12iacmag.com (4/07)
1-13. Ninth Workshop on Nonlinear
Dynamics and Earthquake Prediction, Trieste, Italy. Info: http://
agenda/ictp.it/smr.php?1864 (2/07)
8-11. Modern Trends in Structural
Engineering for Seismic Design,
Ariel, Israel. Info: ribakov@yosh.
ac.il (8/06)
11-13. Deep Foundations Institute
2007 Annual Conf., Colorado Springs,
CO. www.dfi.org/conferencedetail.
asp?id=80 (12/06, 7/07)
16-20. 6th Turkish National Conference on EQ Engineering, Istanbul. Info: http://www.6udmk.org.
tr/6UDMK.ENG.DOC (3/07)
31-November 3. XVI Mexican Conference on Earthquake Engineering (SMIS), Ixtapa, Mexico. Info:
http://www.smis.org.mx/xvi/index.
htm (9/07)
NOVEMBER
1-2. Conference on Disasters:
Recipes and Remedies, NYC. See
page 6. (9/07)
6-8. 4th Annual CRHNET Symposium, Vancouver, BC. Info: www.
jibc.ca/crhnet/papers/papers.htm
(4/07)
9. COSMOS Annual Meeting &
Technical Session, Emeryville,
CA. Info: http://www.cosmoseq.org/. See page 6. (8/07, 9/07)
23-25. The Australian Earthquake

5-7. 8th Pacific Conference on
Earthquake Engineering, Singapore.
Info: www.ntu.edu.sg/cee/8PCEE/
(2/07)
6-9. International Conference on
Forensic Engineering, Mumbai,
India. Info: http://www.icaci.com/
Forensic%20Sem.htm (5/07)
10-13. 7th International Symposium
on Cable Dynamics, Vienna, Austria.
Info: http://www.aimontefiore.
org/cable/ (5/07)
2008
JANUARY
3-5. Innovative and Smart Structural
Systems for Sustainable Habitat
(INSHAB-2008), Tamil Nadu, India.
Info: www.citinshab2008.info
(8/07)
13-17. Seismic Retrofitting of
Long-Span Bridges, Washington
D.C. See page 6. (9/07)
FEBRUARY
6-9. EERI Annual Meeting, Astor
Crowne Plaza Hotel, French Quarter,
New Orleans, LA. Info: www.eeri.
org. See page 1. (2/07, 3/07, 7/07,
8/07, 9/07)
17-20. 14th Int’l Brick and Block Masonry Conference, Sydney, Australia.
Info: http://www.ibmac.org/ (3/07)
APRIL
14-15. International Conference
on Earthquake Engineering and
Disaster Mitigation (ICEEDM08),
Jakarta, Indonesia. See page 5.
(9/07)


MAY
18-22. Geotechnical Earthquake
Engineering and Soil Dynamics
Conf. IV, Sacramento, CA. Info:
www.geesd.org (10/06)
26-28. XXXIII South American
Structural Engineering Congress
(SASEC), Santiago, Chile. Info:
http://ingenieria.ucentral.cl/oocc/
jornadas2008/ (6/07)
JUNE
4-6. International Association of
Bridge & Struc. Engineering (IABSE)
Conference, Helsinki. Info: http://
www.iabse.org/conferences/
helsinki2008/index.php (6/07)
24-27. Conference Commemorating the 1908 Messina and Reggio
Calabria Earthquake (MERCEA’08),
Reggio Calabria, Italy. Info: http://
www.mercea08.org (9/07)
30-July 5. Performance-Based
Structural Design Optimization,
Venice, Italy. http://www.iacmeccomascongress2008.org/ (9/07)
JULY
27-30. 6th National Seismic Conf.
on Bridges and Highways, Charleston, S.C. Info: www.scdot.org/
events/6NSC (7/07)
AUGUST
11-16. 6th International Conf. on
Case Histories in Geotechnical Engineering (6ICCHGE), Washington,
D.C. Info: http://www.6icchge2008.
org (4/06, 9/06, 2/07, 6/07)
OCTOBER
12-17. 14th World Conference on
EQ Engineering, Beijing, China.
Info: www. 14wcee.org. See page
8. (12/05, 6/07, 7/07, 9/07)
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NEES News

NEES Shake Table
Workshop
Are you interested in undertaking a
shake table experiment at a Network
for Earthquake Engineering Simulation (NEES) facility? A training on
how to plan and execute shake table projects will be held at NEES@
UNevada-Reno, September 17-18.
Hosted by the three NEES shake table experimental sites, this workshop
will include lectures, tours, lab activities, demonstrations, and hands-on
exercises. For more information,
visit http://nees.unr.edu or contact
Sherif Elfass (elfass@unr.edu, 775784-6664).
NEES facilities include three stateof-the-art shake tables located at
the University of Nevada at Reno
(UNR), the University of California at
San Diego (UCSD), and the University at Buffalo SUNY. Shake tables
are invaluable because they can
replicate the full range of motions
experienced during seismic events.

Call for Abstracts

14WCEE Session
There will be a special session
devoted to “Architecture and Earthquake Engineering” at the 14WCEE
(14th World Conference on Earthquake Engineering), to be held
October 12-17, 2008, in Beijing,

The NEES shake
table sites are
unique because
of their size,
range of motion,
and flexible construction.
Recently, a collaboration of seven universities
began using the
NEES shake
tables for the
research project
“Seismic Performance of Bridge
Outdoor shake table at NEES@UCSD with completed
Systems with
bridge abutment construction inside a laminar soil box.
Conventional
and Innovative
Materials.” The first tests were carFurther tests, using a three-quarter
ried out at UCSD. A quarter-scale
scale four-span bridge system that
bridge abutment was built inside a
was constructed on three shake
laminar soil box and placed on a
tables at UNR, began this spring.
large outdoor shake table. ResearchThese experiments will study techers carried out two static push tests
nologies such as distributed fiber
to measure the passive resistance
optic sensors that monitor structural
provided by the backfill and perhealth, shape memory alloys used
formed over thirty dynamic tests to
as recentering devices, and the
measure the change in pressure on
behavior of plastic hinges.
the back wall during shaking.
China. The title of the theme session
has deliberately been kept broad to
include any facet of the integration
of the seismic design of structures
and their architectural aspects, with
the goal of moving forward research
and practice at the intersection of
the two disciplines. Andrew Charleson, associate professor of building
structures in the School of Architec-

ture and director of the Earthquake
Hazard Centre at Victoria University
of Wellington, New Zealand, is convening the session.
The deadline for abstracts is October 1, 2007. Information about the
conference and submission instructions are available at http://
www.14wcee.org.
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