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For three days in February, more than 400 attendees (including 200 students) enjoyed the 62nd EERI Annual Meeting in San Francisco and benefited from an exceptionally creative program with the theme “Back from
the Future.” Proprietary EERI techniques in time manipulation technology
permitted attendees to travel forward in time to hear a report from the EERI
Virtual Earthquake Reconnaissance Team (VERT) on their observations of
the February 12, 2056, M7.8 San Francisco earthquake. VERT was represented by their avatars, 3-D digital personas created and customized by their
owners. (Some avatars, not surprisingly, appeared to be very much younger
than the real age of their owners.) The VERT team presentation was preceded by Jamais Cascio, a research affiliate for the Institute for the Future,
who discussed driving issues likely to shape the world of 2056, a set of tools
for thinking about the future strategically, and how the tools can be applied to
present-day decision-making and to building resilient cities and societies.
The subsequent plenary sessions explored how the various earthquake
disciplines evolved to the point that the M7.8 San Francisco earthquake of
2056 could strike at the heart of the city and not result in a disaster. Each
session assumed that large earthquakes had occurred in California in 2012
and 2015, each followed by voluntary and mandatory programs for mitigation and resilience-building. Other assumptions included a sea level rise and
increases in both urban populations and the usage of wireless devices linked
through a data web or “cloud.”
continued on page 2
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At EERI’s Annual Meeting last month, EERI Honorary Member Robert V. Whitman, professor emeritus at the Massachusetts Institute of Technology,
was awarded EERI’s highest honor, the George
W. Housner Medal, in recognition of his seminal
research in geotechnical earthquake engineering,
contributions to the development of seismic provisions in building codes, and leadership in seismic safety that changed the landscape of U.S.
earthquake engineering. Bob was concerned
about converting research into practice, and used
his term as president of EERI (1985-86) to encourage the development of seismic provisions
continued on page 10
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continued from page 1
A highlight on Friday morning was
the appearance of San Francisco
Mayor Gavin Newsom. For about
30 minutes he discussed the city’s
efforts to achieve greater resiliency
and the prospective legislation to
require mandatory retrofits of approximately 2,800 large wood-frame
buildings that are the most at risk
for sustaining serious damage in
a major quake centered near San
Francisco (of a total of about 4,400
soft-story buildings). After his talk,
much excitement was generated by
Newsom’s visit to address students
participating in the Undergraduate
Seismic Design Competition.
To access several videos and PowerPoint presentations from these

San Francisco
Mayor Gavin
Newsom
dropped in
unexpectedly
on the Undergraduate Seismic Design
Competition.

sessions, visit http://www.eeri.org/
site/2010-annual-meeting-presentations.
Awards: During Thursday’s Awards
Luncheon, EERI President Farzad
Naeim bestowed the Institute’s highest award, the George Housner
Medal, on Robert V. Whitman, professor emeritus at the Massachu-

setts Institute of Technology (see
page 1). The Shah Family Innovation Prize was presented by Naeim
to Jack W. Baker of Stanford University. Honorary Memberships went to
EERI Past President Craig Comartin
and James Jirsa, professor at the
University of Texas Austin (see page
4). The recipient of the EERI Alfred
continued on next page

Wood’s Distinguished Lecture on Sensing
Sharon L. Wood, the Robert L.
Parker, Sr., Centennial Professor
and Chair of the Department of Civil,
Architectural, and Environmental
Engineering at the University of
Texas at Austin, delivered the 2010
Distinguished Lecture, “The Potential of Ubiquitous Sensing,” for the
first time on February 4 during the
Annual Meeting.
Wood observed that during the past
decade, expectations regarding mobile computing and connectivity
have increased exponentially. If the
bandwidth issues could be resolved,
post-earthquake rescue efforts could
be similar to those of emergency responders after automobile crashes,
as most current hardware already
includes GPS chips and MEMS
accelerometers. Similarly, structural
engineers could define thresholds
of response before an earthquake,
and sensor systems deployed within
buildings and bridges could automatically trigger yellow or red flags
based on the measured response.
Wood pointed out that smart meters
for electric power consumption, and

the associated software, provide a
model for how existing infrastructure
can be improved. Beta testers have
dramatically reduced their power
bills by understanding how each of
their electrical appliances contributes to the total consumption. Their
byline “You can measure it… You
can improve it…” also applies to
structural performance. Side-by-side
comparisons of various schemes for
rehabilitation and strengthening of
existing structures could lead to the
development of field-tested recommendations for individual structural
systems of specific ages.
Wood said that for the structural engineering community to learn more
about the actual performance of
complete systems, including the performance of nonstructural elements,
comprehensive models must be
developed and verification studies
conducted of the few buildings with
sensor networks. The information
available from the Center for Engineering Strong Motion Data website
(http://www. strongmotioncenter.
org/) is an invaluable tool for testing
2

Sharon L. Wood
and improving models and understanding system response. The
challenge for the community is to
use these data sets to the maximum
extent possible to improve the infrastructure and reduce vulnerability to
earthquake damage.
For background information about
Wood, see page 1 of the November
2009 Newsletter. She is already
scheduled to present her lecture at
Georgia Tech, Purdue, the University of Illinois, and the University at
Buffalo. Other groups who wish to
invite her should contact EERI.
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E. Alquist Special Recognition
Award was John R. Filson of the
U.S. Geological Survey.
Two 2008 Outstanding Earthquake
Spectra Paper Awards were presented by Editor Polat Gulkan to coauthors Julian Bommer (“The Use
and Misuse of Logic Trees in Probabilistic Seismic Hazard Analysis,”

24:4) and Norman Abrahamson
(“Comparisons of the NGA GroundMotion Relations,” 24:1). The first
place award in EERI’s Third Annual
Graphics Competition was presented by Arzhang Alimoradi to Swaminathan Krishnan of the Caltech
Earthquake Engineering Simulation Group for multiple animations
of structural response and ground
motion propagation. Sharon Wood,
professor at the University of Texas

at Austin, delivered the 2010 EERI
Distinguished Lecture on “The Potential of Ubiquitous Sensing” (see
page 2).
Reports: Friday’s Annual Business
Luncheon included annual reports
by President Naeim and Treasurer
Marshall Lew (see page 8), as well
as a talk about the NEHRP reauthorization by Arrietta Chakos, chair
of the EERI Public Policy Advisory
Committee. Naeim encouraged
continued on next page

Subscribing Members on display during the Meet the Mentors Reception.

Learning from Earthquakes

Haiti Reconnaissance
The report from the USGS/EERI
team that traveled to Haiti January
26-February 3, 2010, to conduct a
reconnaissance investigation following the January 12 earthquake is
now available on the EERI website.
The 50+page report summarizes
observations from a five-member
team with expertise in seismology
and earthquake engineering. The
field study included investigations
in Port-au-Prince and the heavily
damaged communities to the west,
including Léogâne, Grand Goâve,
Petite Goâve, and Oliver. To download the report, visit the EERI Haiti
Clearinghouse website: http://www.
eqclearinghouse.org/20100112-haiti/.
Researchers from numerous organizations worked collaboratively under
the auspices of the Geo-engineering
Extreme Events Reconnaissance
(GEER) Association, with funding
from NSF. The GEER team focused
on the geological, seismological,
and geotechnical aspects of the
earthquake effects. The team included many EERI members and
was led by Professor Ellen Rathje, a

member of the EERI Board of Directors. The results are summarized
in a report recently published on
the GEER web site at http://www.
geerassociation.org/Post_EQ_
Reports.html.

EERI Sends 2nd Team
EERI’s second team departed on
February 28, 2010, under the leadership of Reginald DesRoches, a
member of the EERI Board of Directors and professor and associate
chair of the School of Civil & Environmental Engineering at Georgia
Institute of Technology. They spent
six days collecting data and documenting observations, paying particular attention to the disaster’s
impacts on people, the performance
of structures and lifelines, and the
enormous societal challenges of
relief, recovery, and rebuilding.
The team, which included experts in
engineering, urban planning, architecture, geography, and community
resilience, met with local Haitian
engineers, architects, and planners,
as well as government officials and
business leaders who will lead the
nation’s reconstruction. The team
was joined by representatives from
partnering organizations who all
3

traveled under DesRoches’ leadership. For a list of all team members,
visit www.eqclearinghouse.org/
20100112-haiti/.
The team also collaborated in the
field with the American Society of
Civil Engineers’ Technical Council
on Lifelines Earthquake Engineering team (http://content.asce.org/
TCLEE/Haiti2010.html).

EERI’s Plans for Chile
Following the magnitude 8.8 earthquake that occurred in Chile on
Saturday, February 27th, EERI is in
the process of organizing a reconnaissance team and coordinating
with collaborating organizations and
partners. In addition, the World Bank
has activated GEO-CAN, the virtual
network of earthquake professionals who analyzed aerial imagery
after Haiti. Similar imagery will be
made available for Chile, and EERI
will issue a call to its members and
partners to assist with this analysis
as soon as the imagery is available.
For more information, visit EERI’s
Chile earthquake clearinghouse
site, http://www.eqclearinghouse.
org/20100227-chile/.
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The talented cast belts out the opening number
of “Shake, Rattle and Roll.”

continued from page 3
attendees in their efforts to collaborate with EERI’s mission, reminding
them that they are “not a drop in the
ocean, but an ocean in a drop.”
A signing ceremony with Ed Kavazanjian, president of the Geo-Institute of ASCE, confirmed its new
agreement with EERI that aims to
cross-promote their publications and
membership in each organization.
Banquet Musicale: On Friday evening, the audience attending the banquet was treated to the high spirits

of EERI’s own members showcasing their talent in an original musical
production: “Shake, Rattle, and Roll:
Solid Gold Quake Hits of the 30s,
40s, 50s, 60s, & 70s.” Words can’t
adequately convey the experience

Comartin and Jirsa: New Honorary Members
The EERI Board of Directors voted
to name Craig D. Comartin and
James O. Jirsa as Honorary Members of the Institute. Honorary membership is awarded to recognize
members who have made sustained
and outstanding contributions either
in the field of earthquake engineering or to EERI and the pursuit of its
objectives.
Craig Comartin was recognized for
his contributions to the development
and application of performancebased earthquake engineering,
leadership for seismic safety at U.S.
universities, and dedicated service
and leadership at EERI. Craig has
given freely of his time and considerable talents to advance the profession of earthquake engineering,
including serving as EERI President (2005-06). He was EERI’s
team leader for the post-earthquake
investigations of the 1993 Guam
and the 1995 Kobe earthquakes. He
also investigated the Kocaeli earthquake in Turkey for ATC in 1999. He
was EERI Secretary-Treasurer from
1994 through 1999 and has been
a member of the Editorial Board of
Earthquake Spectra. He was active
in the establishment of EERI’s Endowment Fund and participated in
several of its projects, including service as editor for North America and
Oceania for the World Housing En-

cyclopedia. He continues to serve
as chair of the Development Committee.
Craig pioneered the evaluation and
design of structures to meet complex performance objectives and
the management of seismic risks
associated with groups of individual
facilities. Since 1997, Craig has
been the campus seismic consultant for the University of California,
Berkeley, where he has developed
performance-based standards for
the evaluation, design, and retrofit of
campus buildings. Craig is an active
participant in the development of
procedures and guidelines for PBEE
and has published numerous technical papers. He advised the administration of Stanford University on the
repair and retrofit of many
buildings damaged in the
Loma Prieta earthquake.
He helped to manage a
peer review panel for the
seismic retrofit program
of the Bay Area Rapid
Transit System (BART).
After graduating from
Santa Clara University
and the University of
California, Berkeley, he
learned structural design
at Rutherford & Chekene
in San Francisco.
4

of the extravaganza, which featured
popular tunes with seismic lyrics
penned by Sarah Nathe especially
for this event. To see the video and
download the lyrics, visit the web
continued on next page
Jim Jirsa was recognized for his
enduring contributions to the seismic design of reinforced concrete
structures, leadership in education,
and service to professional societies engaged in earthquake risk
reduction. His work has been at the
forefront of research in the United
States on the behavior and design
of RC structures, including the anchorage and development of reinforcement, detailing, durability, and
rehabilitation of structures in seismic
zones. As the holder of the Janet S.
Cockrell Centennial Chair in Engineering at the University of Texas
(UT) at Austin, he is also one of the
leading educators in earthquake
engineering, having served on the
faculty at UT since 1972, where he
has supervised more than 100 master’s and 40 Ph.D. students.
continued on next page

Craig Comartin and Jim Jirsa
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page mentioned on page 2. (If you
are aware of any videotapes that
might have been made of the banquet musicales of 2001 and 2006,
please notify the EERI office.)

Joyner Lecture: After Saturday’s
lunch, Arthur Frankel of the U.S.
Geological Survey discussed “Progress and Controversy in Seismic
Hazard Mapping” in this year’s prestigious Joyner Memorial Lecture.

sities to participate in the 7th Annual
Undergraduate Seismic Design
Competition, organized by the Student Leadership Council and hosted
by EERI. They designed, analyzed,
and fabricated scale models of
high-rise office buildings. On Thursday, the students presented their
creative and innovative designs. All
of the teams used SAP software to
analyze their structures. On Friday,
the structures were subjected to
motions on a shake table in front
of an audience of fellow students
and earthquake professionals. On
Saturday afternoon, the meeting
came to an earthshaking finale with
an awards ceremony in which Uni-

Bill Holmes as (l) himself and as (r)
Doc Brown, MC of “Shake, Rattle &
Roll.”

Seismic Design Competition: The
Meet the Mentors Reception and
two poster sessions offered opportunities for members to meet future
leaders of the earthquake professions — younger professionals
and students. In addition, support
from Computers and Structures,
Degenkolb Engineers, Digitexx,
FEMA, Kinemetrics, and the Pacific
Earthquake Engineering Research
(PEER) Center enabled approximately 200 students from 22 univer-

Comartin and Jirsa

Concrete Coalition Survey in San Francisco

continued from page 4
Jim is a past EERI director. He
served on EERI’s Experimental Research Committee when it led an
NSF-funded effort to assess research and testing capabilities in
the U.S., and helped to organize
the research community to support
a network that eventually became
NEES. He served as editor of the
special issue of Earthquake Spectra
(12:4) on Repair and Rehabilitation
Research for Seismic Resistance
of Structures. An Honorary Member
and Past President of the American
Concrete Institute, he has served as
a member and chair of numerous
ACI committees, including ACI 369,
Seismic Repair and Rehabilitation.
A member of the National Academy
of Engineering, Jim has been recognized by his peers on numerous
occasions for his remarkable accomplishments.
He has engineering degrees from
the Universities of Nebraska and
Illinois and was on the faculties
at Nebraska and Rice University
before joining UT Austin in 1972. He
served as director of the Ferguson
Structural Engineering Lab and as
chairman of the Department of Civil
Engineering at UT.

continued on next page

On Saturday, February 27th, about 100 volunteers met in San Francisco to
survey pre-1980 concrete buildings. Last fall the Concrete Coalition estimated the city had about 3,000 of these buildings. With this effort, they were
verifying the data and gathering more detailed information.
After a word of welcome from EERI member and project chair Craig Comartin, volunteers attended a brief training session, led by EERI member David
Bonowitz. After pairing up, each team received color copies of the Sanborn
maps that were used for the original building count (Sanborn maps contain
information on structure type that was collected for fire insurance purposes).
They were then sent out to some of the more densely built areas of the city,
primarily downtown, including the South of Market, Financial District, Tenderloin, and Nob Hill neighborhoods.
With maps in hand and survey forms containing the addresses of the buildings that were originally counted, teams set out to their assigned grid locations. They first verified the existence of each building and confirmed that
it had a concrete seismic force resisting system. In addition, they compiled
more detailed information on building size, structural type, and use — information that will help to improve estimates of the vulnerability and exposed
risk for each building. Each team looked at 20 buildings on average, meaning
that data was collected for over 600 buildings.
EERI was strongly represented by members from the student chapters at UC
Berkeley and San Jose State University. They were joined by students from
Stanford and San Francisco State University, and paired up with professionals from EERI and Concrete Coalition partner SEAONC. Marguerite Bello,
Marjorie Greene, Tom Nunziata, David McCormick, and Mohamed Talaat
deserve special mention for doing a great job taking care of preparations and
logistics, and generally making sure everything went smoothly.
Big thanks to those of you who were able to help out! Stay in touch with
the Concrete Coalition, and look for updates on the results at www.
concretecoalition.org. The Concrete Coalition is a program of EERI, the
Pacific Earthquake Engineering Research Center, and the Applied Technology Council and its partners.
5
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The University of California at San Diego team, whose structure took first place.
.

Cal Poly Pomona’s structure undergoing testing.
versity of California at San Diego’s
structure took first place, followed by
the University of Missouri and the
University of Nebraska Lincoln. The
Charles Richter (spirit of competition) and Egor Popov (structural
innovation) awards went to the University of British Columbia and San
Jose State University, respectively.
For more information, visit http://
slc.eeri.org/seismic.htm.
Field trip: After the sessions were
over, scores of participants took advantage of the opportunity to go on
a two-hour boat ride to the new eastern span of the San Francisco-Oakland Bay Bridge. The trip featured
design and construction commentary by Brian Maroney, Caltrans project manager for the new span.

On the boat ride to the new eastern span of the
San Francisco-Oakland Bay Bridge.
Afterwards, back on dry land, a reception in honor of retiring EERI
Executive Director Susan Tubbesing brought the eventful week to an
inspiring close.
Thanks: EERI greatly appreciates
financial support from David A.
Friedman (chair of the organizing
committee) and Paulette J. Meyer
as well as MACTEC Engineering &
Consulting for a few of the Annual
Meeting’s events. Heartfelt thanks
go to the rest of the organizing committee members — Chris Arnold,
Bill Holmes, Keith Knudsen, Janiele
Maffei, Jack Moehle, Sarah Nathe,
Jeanne Perkins, Ivan Wong, and
Howard Zee — for their hard work in
putting together a thought-provoking
and innovative program.

FEMA funding enabled 15 graduate
students from all over the United
States to attend the meeting.
The April Newsletter will have more
information on the 2008 Outstanding
Earthquake Spectra Paper Award
recipients, the winners of the Student Paper Competition, the Shah
Prize, the Alquist Special Recognition Award, the Joyner Lecture, and
the Third Annual Graphics Competition, as well as the EERI/GeoInstitute agreement and the online
Annual Meeting photo gallery.

Outgoing EERI Executive Director Susan Tubbesing’s daughter Laura and two
granddaughters joined the festivities at the reception honoring Susan (far right),
and a good time was had by all.

6

David Friedman, Annual
Meeting Organizing
Committee chair

EERI Newsletter, March 2010 Volume 44, Number 3

PLEASE POST IMMEDIATELY

EARTHQUAKE ENGINEERING RESEARCH INSTITUTE
2010-2011 EERI/FEMA
GRADUATE FELLOWSHIP IN
EARTHQUAKE HAZARD REDUCTION
EERI is pleased to announce the availability of a Graduate Fellowship for the 20102011 academic year to support one full-time student in a discipline contributing to the
science and practice of earthquake hazard mitigation.
The one-year fellowship, underwritten with funds provided by the Federal Emergency Management Agency, is designed to foster the participation of capable individuals in working toward goals and activities of the National Earthquake Hazards
Reduction Program.
AWARD
The EERI/FEMA fellowship provides a nine-month stipend of $12,000 with an additional $8,000 for tuition, fees, and research expenses.
CRITERIA
Applicants must be enrolled in a graduate degree program at an accredited U.S.
college or university and must hold U.S. citizenship or permanent resident status. All
applications must include an academic transcript and a statement of educational and
career goals.
All application materials must be submitted electronically to EERI, including a letter
of nomination from a faculty sponsor at the student’s institution and two additional
reference letters. They should evaluate the applicant’s recent academic performance
and the candidate’s potential to contribute to the field.
TO APPLY
Candidates may download an application by visiting
http://www.eeri.org/site/awards/fellowships/graduate/
Deadline for submission of all application materials is MAY 17, 2010.
Announcement of the award will be made on JUNE 21, 2010.
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Treasurer’s Report:
Fiscal Year 2009
Membership: The 2009 Membership Report indicates that the overall
number of members held steady for
the year. While that is an improvement over last year, EERI must
achieve growth. Increases in the
numbers of student and subscribing
members are encouraging.
Value to Members: An investment
in EERI makes a difference. EERI
members receive double their dues
in value, as each member received
$588 in direct and indirect benefits
in 2009. With Spectra being indexed
more widely, it is more appealing
to authors. Members benefit from
grants provided by FEMA and NSF,
which continue year after year because EERI has proven it can deliver, use its resources wisely, and
be held accountable. While the Haiti
earthquake will tax the Institute’s resources, EERI is in a unique position
to provide leadership in its aftermath.
Budgets for 2009 and 2010: EERI
ended 2009 in a stronger position,
with a small surplus of $82,000, primarily because the technical seminars did well and the stock market
partially rebounded from the 2008
downturn. 2010 is conservatively
projected to end with a deficit of
$72,000, which does not take into account potential revenue from the 9th
U.S. National/10th Canadian Conference on Earthquake Engineering.
Endowment Fund: With three
projects being supported by the Endowment Fund in 2010, the Special
Projects and Initiatives Committee
continues an unabated track record
of nurturing worthwhile endeavors.
All things considered, the Institute
is whole and doing well, thanks to
members who give their time, skills,
and talent, as well as their financial
support.
		
Marshall Lew
EERI Secretary/Treasurer

2009 Summary of Revenues and Expenses
Association Revenues ($1,000s)
Meetings
Publications
Membership and Spectra Dues
G&A
Other Programs
Grants

$503
93
635
3
84
350

TOTAL REVENUES

$ 1,668

Association Expenses ($1,000s)
Meetings
Publications
Membership and Spectra
G&A
Other Programs
Grants

$476
174
342
136
105
353

TOTAL EXPENSES

$1,586

TOTAL REVENUES OVER EXPENSES

$82

Summary of Endowment Fund Balance from Inception to 12/31/09
Net Revenues ($1,000s)				
Net Expenses ($1,000s) 					

$3,360
$1,932

TOTAL REVENUES OVER EXPENSES ($1,000s)		

$1,428

2009 Direct Benefits of Membership
2009 Expenses ($1,000s)

Per Member

$ 136
89
48
162
100

$ 65
42
24
76
48

$535

$255

General Administration
Membership Services
Newsletter
Spectra Journal
All Other Programs
TOTAL

2009 Indirect Benefits of Membership
2009 Expenses ($1,000s)
FEMA
Learning from EQs (NSF)
Endowment Fund
TOTAL
TOTAL DIRECT & INDIRECT BENEFITS
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Per Member

$ 477
142
78

$228
68
37

$697

$333

$1,232

$588
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2009 Membership Report
Individual Members
Regular Members
Student Members
E-Student Members
Retired Members
Honorary Members
Affiliate Members
SSA
Young Professional
SUBTOTAL

2008

2009

1,380
125
255
63
29
56
166
201
2,275

1,333
145
241
67
28
64
175
218
2,271

Institutional Members
Platinum Subscribing Members
Gold Subscribing Members
Silver Subscribing Members
Bronze Subscribing Members
Subscribing Members
Institutional Members
SUBTOTAL
TOTAL MEMBERSHIP

1
1
3
3
3
4
17
44
23		
23
25
70
77
2,345

2,348

Build Change
Openings
In support of expanding programs in
Indonesia and China, and in anticipation of assisting in the reconstruction in Haiti following the January 12
earthquake, Build Change has the
following positions open: program
manager (China); monitoring, evaluation and reporting officer (China
and Indonesia); and director of business development (US/Haiti). Build
Change may also open short-term
volunteer positions in Haiti.
The firm is an international nonprofit
social enterprise with the mission to
design earthquake-resistant houses
in developing countries and to train
builders, engineers, homeowners,
and government officials to build
them.
For more information, visit www.
buildchange.org/jobs.html. Please
apply by March 20, 2010.

2010 Budget for Revenues and Expenses

GEM Facility Manager

Revenues ($1,000s)
Meetings
Publications
Membership and Spectra
Endowment Programs
Grants
Other Programs
G&A

$1,192
45
647
172
324
47
2

TOTAL REVENUES

$2,429

Expenses ($1,000s)
Meetings
Publications
Membership and Spectra
Endowment Programs
Grants
Other Programs
G&A

$1,199
173
353
172
324
78
202

TOTAL EXPENSES

$2,501

NET REVENUES UNDER EXPENSES

($72)

9

The Swiss Seismological Service at
ETH Zurich, Switzerland, has been
selected to host and operate the
Global Earthquake Model (GEM)
Facility. GEM is seeking an experienced individual to serve as the
manager of the facility.
The successful candidate will have
expertise in seismology or engineering, a solid understanding of
contemporary IT concepts, significant project management experience, and a proven ability to lead
an interdisciplinary team. English is
the working language at ETHZ and
in GEM.
The position is open for an initial
duration of four years. The selection
process starts immediately and will
continue until the position is filled.
For more information, visit http://
www.globalquakemodel.org/
node/76.
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Nominations Sought for 2 Prakash Awards
Significant Contributions in Geotechnical Earthquake Engineering:
Under the auspices of the Indian Society of Earthquake Technology (ISET),
EERI member Shamsher Prakash, professor emeritus at the Missouri
University of Science and Technology, has instituted a new quadrennial
“ISET Shamsher Prakash Award for Significant Contributions in Geotechnical
Earthquake Engineering.” The award includes a cash prize of $1,100. The
nominees may be engineers, scientists and researchers from anywhere in
the world. Nominations are due by March 31. For information on submitting
nominations, contact B. K. Maheshwari, ISET Secretary, at bkmahfeq@iitr.
ernet.in.
Excellence in the Practice of Geotechnical Engineering: The Shamsher
Prakash Foundation is soliciting nominations for the 2010 Shamsher Prakash
Annual Prize for Excellence in the Practice of Geotechnical Engineering,
which is given to a young (less than 45 years old) engineer, scientist, or
researcher from anywhere in the world. Candidates should be specialists in
geotechnical engineering or geotechnical earthquake engineering, have had
significant independent contributions to the field, and show promise of future
excellence. The award includes a cash prize of $1,100. Nominations are due
by June 30, 2010. All nominations will be reviewed by a judging committee
of international experts from Canada, Japan, Ireland, Taiwan, and the United
States. The award will be announced by October 31, 2010. For information
on submitting nominations, visit http://www.yoga10.org/prize_excel_MST.
html.

Whitman Housner Medalist

assessment and mitigation.

continued from page 1

He was responsible for seminal research pertaining to soil dynamics
and geotechnical earthquake engineering. The field of soil dynamics
was just getting into high gear early
in his career, when the study of liquefaction and earthquake-induced
ground failures burst onto the scene
following the 1964 Alaska and
Niigata earthquakes.

for building codes and to engage the
Federal Emergency Management
Agency in developing and promulgating those provisions. Bob was
well qualified to guide the profession
in this way, because he had served
on the Office of Science and Technology Policy Advisory Group in
Earthquake Hazards Reduction
(1977-78) that led to the National
Earthquake Hazards Reduction
Program, the backbone of seismic
protection in the United States.
For more than thirty years, Bob
Whitman’s teaching at MIT and his
leadership contributed to improved
seismic building codes, better understanding of complex soil behavior
during earthquakes, and analytical
and design methods used worldwide. His technical and policy contributions lie at the foundation of
much that is now the state of knowledge and state of practice in risk

The 1969 book he co-authored with
T. William Lambe, Soil Mechanics,
has become a classic. Bob was
one of the first engineers to apply
probabilistic concepts to geotechnical problems, concentrating on
seismic performance and lifeline
earthquake engineering.
He served as chair of the American
National Standards Institute Subcommittee A58 on Seismic Loads
(1978-85), the NSF Advisory Subcommittee for the Earthquake Hazards Reduction Program (1980-82),
and the HAZUS Project of the
10

ATC US-Japan Workshop: Improvement of
Practices
The Applied Technology Council and
the Japan Structural Consultants
Association are cosponsoring the
13th U.S.-Japan Workshop on the
Improvement of Structural Design
and Construction Practices being
held April 20-22, 2010, on the Big
Island of Hawaii. The special focus
of this workshop will be on reliability
and risk of structural systems and
business continuity planning, the
role of the structural engineer in
minimizing damage and responding
to natural disasters in developing
nations, the design of tall buildings,
and nuclear power plant earthquake
engineering. The registration fee is
US$675 ($650 for ATC Subscribers)
until April 10, with an additional late
fee of $50 after April 10. For more
information and to register, visit
https://www.atcouncil.org/.
Earthquake Committee of the National Institute of Building Sciences
(1993-2000). As chair of the HAZUS
Project, Bob played a major role in
developing the US National Loss
Estimation Methodology that was
implemented for earthquakes in the
HAZUS software used by hundreds
of US communities to enhance
seismic safety.
Bob was editor of the important
NRC publication Liquefaction of
Soils During Earthquakes (1985),
and a member of numerous committees focused on seismic safety.
He received the ASCE C. Martin
Duke Lifeline Earthquake Engineering Award (1992) and the EERI
Distinguished Lectureship (1994).
Bob is the subject of the latest volume in the EERI Oral History Series, which was recently mailed to all
EERI members.
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CALENDAR
The issue containing the first appearance is indicated at the entry’s end.
Items listed for the first time are
shown in bold.
2010
MARCH
3-5. 7th Conf. on Urban EQ Eng.
(7CUEE), Tokyo. http://www. cuee.
titech.ac.jp/Conference_2010/
index.htm (8/09)
5-6 Bangladesh EQ Symp. Dhaka,
Bangeladesh. iesb3dhaka@gmail.
com (1/10)
19. Khan Lecture, Lehigh Univ.
www.lehigh.edu/frkseries (9/09)
APRIL
16. Khan Lecture, Lehigh Univ.
www.lehigh.edu/frkseries (9/09)
20-22. ATC Workshop, Hawaii.
See page 10. (3/10)
20-23. 2010 SSA Annual Meeting,
Portland, Oregon. www.seismosoc.
org/meetings/2010/index.php.
(6/09, 2/10)
30. Soil Liquefaction Seminar,
Secaucus, NJ. See page 12. (1/10,
3/10)
MAY
10-14, Risk Mitigation & Sustainable
Development Conf., Trieste, Italy.
http://cdsagenda5.ictp.trieste.it/
full_display.php? smr=0&ida=
a09145 (1/10)
14, CSI Seminar on Trends, NYC.
https://seaony.org/programs/ (3/10)
14. Soil Liquefaction Seminar,
Atlanta, GA. See page 12. (1/10,
3/10)
21. Soil Liquefaction Seminar,
Chicago, IL. See page 12. (1/10,
3/10)
22-27. 10th Chilean Conf. on Seismology & EQ Eng., Valdivia-Santiago, Chile. www.achisina2010.
uchile.cl (5/09)
24-29. 5th Int’l Conf. on Recent Advances in Geotech. EQ Eng. & Soil
Dynamics & Symp. in Honor of I.M.
Idriss, San Diego, CA. Info:

5geoeqconf2010.mst.edu. (4/08,
1/09, 11/09, 2/10)
JUNE
2-4. Conf. on Structures in Fire
(SiF’10), East Lansing, MI. Info:
www.egr.msu.edu/sif10 (1/10)
20-23. 20th World Conf. on Disaster
Mngmt (WCDM), Toronto, Canada.
Info: http://www.wcdm.org/ (11/09)
JULY
11-15. 5th Int’l Conf. on Bridge Maintenance, Safety & Mngmt (IABMAS),
Philadelphia, PA. Info: http://www.
iabmas2010.org (11/08)
25-29. 9th U.S. Nat’l & 10th Canadian
Conf. on EQ Eng., Westin Harbour
Castle Hotel, Toronto, Canada. Info:
http://2010eqconf.org/ (2/08, 7/08,
1/09, 3/09, 6/09, 8/09, 10/09, 1/10)
AUGUST
8-11. 2010 Eng. Mechanics Conf.,
USC, Los Angeles, CA. Info: http://
viterbi.usc.edu/emi2010/ (11/09)
11-13. Int’l Workshop on Conservation of Heritage Structures Using
FRM and SHM, Ottawa-Gatineau.
Info: http://www.ishmii.org/
CSHM3/CSHM3home.html (9/09)
30-Sept. 3. 14th Eur. Conf. on EQ
Eng. (14ECEE), Skopje-Ohrid,
Macedonia. Info: www.eaee.boun.
edu.tr/eaee.htm (12/08, 10/09)
SEPTEMBER
5-9. 32nd Gen’l Assembly of Eur.
Seis. Com. (ESC 2010), Montpellier,
France. www.esc2010.eu (5/09)
16-18. Int’l Conf. on Urban Habitat
Construction under Catastrophic
Events, Naples, Italy. Info: www.civ.
uth.gr/cost-c26/ (02/10)
22-25. SEAOC Convention, Indian
Wells, CA. Contact Matthew Skokan
at mskokan@sbise.com. (2/10)
OCTOBER
12-15. Deep Foundations Inst. 35th
Annual Conf., Hollywood, CA. Info:
www.deepfoundations2010.org
(1/10)
DECEMBER
18-20. 11th Int’l Symp. on Structural
Eng. (ISSE-11), Guangzhou, China.
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Info: http://www.isse-11.org (2/10)
2011
JANUARY
10-13. 5th Int’l Geotech. EQ Eng.
Conf. (5-ICEGE), Santiago, Chile.
Info: www.5icege.cl (11/09)
FEBRUARY
9-12. EERI Annual Meeting, San
Diego, CA. Info: www.eeri.org/
site/2011-annual-meeting (3/10)
JUNE
27-July 8. 25th IUGG Assembly,
Melbourne, Australia. Info:http://
www.iugg2011.com/ (6/09)
JULY
4-6. 8th European Conf. on Structural Dynamics (EURODYN 2011),
Leuven, Belgium. Info: www.
eurodyn2011.org (1/10)

Announcement

School on Problems
of Seismology
The Abdus Salam International
Centre for Theoretical Physics
(ICTP), in collaboration with the
Department of Geosciences of the
University of Trieste, will host an
Advanced School on Direct and
Inverse Problems of Seismology in
Trieste, Italy, September 27-October 9, 2010. Conducted in English,
the school will provide training in
methodologies of R&D in fundamental studies of the Earth’s structure,
evolution, and dynamics. For more
information and to apply, visit http://
agenda.ictp.it/smr.php?2167. The
application deadline is May 30.
Although the main purpose is to
help researchers from developing
countries, a limited number of students and post-doctoral scientists
from developed countries are also
welcome to attend. A degree in
physics, mathematics, geophysics
(theoretical or computational), computer science, or a similar discipline
is required. There is no registration
fee. A limited number of travel grants
are available for researchers from
developing countries under age 45.
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News of the Institute

New EERI International E-Affiliate Memberships
EERI is offering immediately a new electronic category of international membership called “E-Affiliate” for new members in identified developing countries
only. The dues for this category are $25 per year. Its benefits include the
following:
•
•
•

Access to the online Newsletter and Roster
A pdf of a list of members broken down by state, country, and discipline
Access to reconnaissance reports and selected relevant Spectra papers
(not to exceed two from any given issue), determined by an international
subcommittee and placed in the members-only section of the website
• Member rates for all conferences and meetings
• A certificate of EERI membership by e-mail.
This type of membership does not include voting rights. It is being implemented for a trial period until the end of 2011, at which time it will be evaluated by
the Board of Directors.

To access an application form for E-Affiliate membership, visit http://www.
eeri.org/site/membership/join.

Discounted ICC Memberships for EERI
Members
As part of the new agreement between EERI and the International Code
Council to promote membership in both organizations at 30% discounts for
the first year, EERI members are invited to become members of ICC, a premier building safety and fire prevention organization. For EERI members, the
discounted dues would be $70 for individuals; for corporations and nonprofit
organizations, $245 and $122, respectively. New ICC member benefits
include the following:
• Free International Code book(s) and other related publications
• Building Safety Journal online
• The latest code news and industry updates
• Access to expert code professionals to answer code-related questions
• Member discounts off code and technical publications, seminars, and
other products and services
• Access to the members-only area on the ICC website offering career
information, the member roster, and many other benefits
• Opportunities to contribute to ICC’s efforts on Capitol Hill.
For more information and to download an application, visit http://www.
iccsafe.org/Membership/Pages/EERI.aspx.
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Liquefaction Seminar
Registration Open
Online registration is open for the
day-long seminar, supported by
FEMA, based on the 2008 EERI
monograph Soil Liquefaction During
Earthquakes. The seminar speakers
are EERI members I. M. Idriss and
R. W. Boulanger, the monograph’s
two co-authors. The three cities
where the seminar will be held this
year are Secaucus, New Jersey
(April 30); Atlanta, Georgia (May
14); and Chicago, Illinois (May 21).
Last year this seminar was held
in three west coast cities plus St.
Louis, Missouri. Topics covered
include methods for predicting the
triggering and consequences of
liquefaction; mitigation of liquefaction hazards; and cyclic softening of
clays and plastic silts.
The seminar fee is $225 for regular
EERI members, $300 for nonmembers, and $113 for student, young
professional, and retired EERI members. To register, visit www.eeri.org.

Have You Renewed?
Has your membership lapsed? This
issue may be your last if you have
NOT renewed your EERI membership for 2010! All address changes
and renewals must be received
in the EERI office by March 31 to
ensure that they will be included in
the EERI Membership Roster 2010.
You may renew with a VISA or MasterCard on www.eeri.org (members-only area), by fax (510/4515411), or e-mail (eeri@eeri.org).

