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2015-2016 ANNUAL REPORT 
Johns Hopkins University Student Chapter  
of the Earthquake Engineering Research Institute 
Report Date: April 18th, 2016 

This report summarizes the membership and activities conducted by the Johns Hopkins University Student 
Chapter of the Earthquake Engineering Research Institute during the 2015-2016 academic year. 

MISSION & GOALS 

The objective of the Earthquake Engineering Research Institute is to reduce earthquake risk by (1) advancing 
the science and practice of earthquake engineering, (2) improving understanding of the impact of 
earthquakes on the physical, social, economic, political, and cultural environment, and (3) advocating 
comprehensive and realistic measures for reducing the harmful effects of earthquakes. 

MEMBERSHIP 

The Johns Hopkins University Student Chapter had a total of three members in 2015-2016. 

OFFICERS 

The Board consisted of the following members: 

Role Name Email Student Status 

President Guanbo Bian bian@jhu.edu Graduate student 

Vice President Megan Boston meganboston@jhu.edu Graduate student 

Vice President Xilei Zhao xzhao29@jhu.edu Graduate student 

 

FACULTY & INDUSTRYADVISORS 

• Professor Judith Mitrani-Reiser 

BUDGET & FINANCIALS 

 

Sponsor Name/Organization Contact Person Amount 
Civil Engineering Department Shamija Jackson $300 
   
   

 

CHAPTER ACTIVITIES 
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REGULAR CHAPTER MEETINGS 

We have regular committee meetings every month to discuss activity, budget stuff. 

FRIEDMAN FAMILY VISITING PROFESSIONALT 

Mr. David Cocke reviewed several case studies including the Annenberg Center for Performing Arts in Beverly 
Hills, 3Labs, Agensys and the historic Masonic Temple and the Wilshire Boulevard Temple restoration projects. 
David also introduced their latest work with community resiliency involving post-disaster inspection programs.  
During this seminar, David showed us how a wide diversity of projects can provide engineers with the 
opportunities to contribute to a better future and how our passion can lead to your success.  

Coffee Hour between professional and students 

In this one-hour meeting, Mr. David Cocke gave students a lot of useful suggestions on their future career. Since 
most students in the coffee hour will graduate soon, they asked many questions on how they can perform well 
in their career. Some students also asked questions on how a structural company operates and negotiates with 
other parties during the construction process. Mr. Cocke gave answers to all these questions. 

SEISMIC DESIGN COMPETITION TEAM 

A separated report will be submitted by the competition team. 

ELECTION & ELECTION RESULTS 

An election for officers for the 2016-2017 academic year will be held in June 2016.  

LIST OF ATTACHMENTS  
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REAL LIFE AS A STRUCTURAL ENGINEER:

DAVID COCKE, S.E., F.SEI, F.ASCE, founded Structural Focus in 2001 after 20 
years at Degenkolb. He is a registered structural engineer in a dozen states and 
has an expertise in seismic evaluation, historic preservation, retrofit design and 
new structural design. Some of David’s notable projects include the Annenberg 
Performing Arts Center in Beverly Hills, the Google Los Angeles headquarters, 
Red Bull North America headquarters, and many others. In his presentation, 
David will explain some of their philosophy and strategies, as well as review 
several case studies including Annenberg Center for Performing Arts in 
Beverly Hills, 3Labs, Agensys and the historic Wilshire Boulevard Temple 
restoration. David will also introduce you to their latest work with community 
resiliency involving post-disaster inspection programs. David hopes to show 
you how a wide diversity of projects can provide engineers with the 
opportunities to contribute to a better future.	
	

PASSION LEADS TO SUCCESS
03/03	(Thursday),	12PM,	Hackerman	B17,	FREE	LUNCH		


