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2015-2016 ANNUAL REPORT 
UC Los Angeles Student Chapter  
of the Earthquake Engineering Research Institute 
Report Date: May 6, 2016 

This report summarizes the membership and activities conducted by the University of California, Los Angeles 
(UCLA) Student Chapter of the Earthquake Engineering Research Institute during the 2015-2016 academic year. 

MISSION & GOALS 

UCLA EERI is the student chapter of the Earthquake Engineering Research Institute, a professional organization 
dedicated to the advancement of earthquake engineering research and education for the purpose of 
reducing seismic hazards worldwide (https://www.eeri.org/). UCLA EERI is open to all students in the Civil and 
Environmental Engineering Department as well as related fields (architecture, urban planning, etc.) The primary 
goals of the student chapter are to: 

x Organize professional events for students to enrich educational experiences, facilitate career 
development, and expand horizons. 

x Connect students to peers, researchers and professionals through seminars, field trips and info-sessions 
hosted by academics and practitioners.  

MEMBERSHIP 

The UCLA Student Chapter had 30 official members in 2015-2016. We also have around 60 students who are on 
the email list and would attend events held by the club.  

OFFICERS 

The Board consisted of the following members: 

Role Name EERI Member 
Number Email Student Status 

President Yazhou Xie 16861 xieyazhou@ucla.edu Graduate 

Vice President Soheil Kashani 16910 soheilka@ucla.edu Undergraduate 
Secretary and SLC 

Representative Yi Tyan Tsai  tsaiyityan@gmail.com Graduate 

Board meetings were held around the events presented in the subsequent sections. 

FACULTY & INDUSTRYADVISORS 

Our faculty advisor is Professor Jian Zhang of the Civil and Environmental Engineering Department at UCLA. Her 
contact information are: E-mail zhangj@ucla.edu, Phone (310)825-7986. 

MEMBERS 

A complete list of members is shown below. 

mailto:xieyazhou@ucla.edu
mailto:soheilka@ucla.edu
mailto:zhangj@ucla.edu
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Name Email Student Status 

Kioumars Afshari kafshari@ucla.edu Graduate 

Sean Ahdi seanahdi@gmail.com Graduate 

Stephan Ahn sahn1995@gmail.com Undergraduate 

Negin Aryaee naryaee@gmail.com Graduate 

Abigail Chung achung14@ucla.edu Undergraduate 

Justine Gee justinevgee@gmail.com Undergraduate 

Bryan Hong bryanyh@g.ucla.edu Undergraduate 

Ellen Key ellenkey@ucla.edu Undergraduate 

Sunai Kim sunaikim@gmail.com Graduate 

Jason Kim lukee3@g.ucla.edu Undergraduate 

Yuna Kim kyn514@g.ucla.edu Undergraduate 

Dorian Krausz doriankrausz92@yahoo.com Graduate 

Victoria Lam victorialam1129@gmail.com Undergraduate 

Richard Lu torichardlu@gmail.com Undergraduate 

Zachary McFann zmcfann@ucla.edu Undergraduate 

Kasey Murakami kcmurakami@gmail.com Undergraduate 

Suraj Patel suraj.patel@yahoo.com Undergraduate 

Eric Roberts eroberts22@g.ucla.edu Undergraduate 

Christopher Segura segurac@ucla.edu Graduate 

Mehrdad Shokrabadi mshokrabadi@g.ucla.edu Graduate 

Sooryanarayan Sreekumar ssnarayan379@ucla.edu Graduate 

Yi Tyan Tsai tsaiyityan@gmail.com Graduate 

Benjamin Turner bjturner@ucla.edu Graduate 

Joshua Wang joshuawang1996@gmail.com Undergraduate 

Michael Weyant mweyant1@g.ucla.edu Undergraduate 

Michael Williams michaelw9495@ucla.edu Undergraduate 

Kelsey Wittels kelseywittels@gmail.com Undergraduate 

Yazhou Xie xieyazhou@ucla.edu Graduate 

Andrew Yu andrewyu09@ucla.edu Graduate 

Aolun Zhou z.allenusa@gmail.com Undergraduate 

 

BUDGET & FINANCIALS 

The chapter has maintained a budget of less than $1,000 for the past year. The recurring expense has been 
food for the general meetings, and the Seismic Research Showcase and Officer Election event. Several 
expenses were incurred when we hosted the Friedman Family Visiting Professional on May 12 2016.  Our source 
of income for the year was the FEMA $10/member donation. According to university policy, our account is 
maintained by the Department of Civil and Environmental Engineering, and all transaction are approved by 
our department administrators and faculty advisor. We have no direct financial sponsors from industry besides 
the sponsors for the Seismic Design Competition team listed below. 

CHAPTER ACTIVITIES 
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In the academic year of 2015-2016, the chapter has organized and participated in several key events. These 
include the general meeting at the beginning of the Fall quarter on October 6, 2015, which was well-attended 
by both undergraduate and graduate students, the UCLA Civil and Environmental Engineering Freshmen Open 
House on April 17, 2016, to showcase our chapter to prospective undergraduate students and their families, the 
annual Seismic Research Showcase together with the Officer Election event on May 3, 2016, and the Friedman 
Family Visiting Professional Program on May 12, 2016. Each of the above-mentioned event will be described in 
detail in the following sections.  

In addition, chapter members were evolved in various professional gatherings and field trips held by other clubs 
throughout the year, all of which served as extracurricular experiences and networking opportunities for our 
members. 

CHAPTER MEETINGS --- General Meeting, October 6, 2015 

Given that other student chapter clubs in our department already hold weekly or bi-weekly meetings (e.g., 
ASCE, Cal-Geo, Institute of Transportation Engineers, etc.), the chapter did not hold meetings for our members 
on a regular schedule. Instead meetings with our officers on board were held as needed for the purpose of 
organizing each of the specific events. 

The chapter had a general meeting on October 6, 2015, with the main purpose of bringing in undergraduate 
and graduate students who are interested in joining the chapter to meet with current members and learn 
about the club. We reviewed events from the past academic year and advertised future events planned for 
the year of 2015-2016, which includes applying the Friedman Family Visiting Professional program and the 
annual Seismic Research Showcase. On behalf of the Seismic Design Competition team, project managers 
Victoria Lam and Suraj Patel also updated the chapter on the project's progress and invited interested students 
to come to a workday. The meeting was well-attended by around 30 students. 

UCLA Civil and Environmental Engineering Freshmen Open House, April  17, 2016  

Engineering Welcome Day is a full day event hosted by the department of Civil and Environmental Engineering, 
where prospective students and their families are invited to explore the campus and learn more about what 
UCLA has to offer.  During the lunch event with faculties and students, the chapter hosted a table where 
prospective students could approach us to learn about our extracurricular activities. In the one and a half hour 
session the chapter attracted a lot of attention with the display of the balsa wood structures from the Seismic 
Design Competition and the engaging presentation by the SDC project managers. The event was very 
successful and we received excellent feedback from both the students and the faculty members that visited 
our table. 
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Figure 1: Undergraduates from Seismic Design Team explaining their structures and the club to students and 
their parents. 

Second Annual Seismic Research Showcase, May 03, 2016 
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The second annual Seismic Research Showcase was held on May 03, 2016 in conjunction with 2016-2017 officer 
elections. The showcase component featured three civil engineering PhD students presenting about their 
ongoing research in earthquake engineering, as well as providing some insights and advice about graduate 
studies. The speakers were Saman Abdullah and Negin A. Tauberg from structural engineering, and Yi Tyan Tsai 
from geotechnical engineering. Saman introduced the database he is constructing to investigate the impact 
of boundary element detailing on deformation capacity of structural walls. Negin presented her numerical 
studies about the reinforced concrete coupled wall system. Yi Tyan detailed her work on developing fragility 
functions for levees on peat based on Japanese case histories. The presentations were well-received by the 
meeting attendees, and were especially helpful for undergraduate students considering their options after 
graduation. The UCLA chapter will continue to host this even each year and plans to grow it to include more 
speakers and attendees. 

 

Figure 2: Saman Abdullah – The impact of boundary element detailing on deformation capacity of structural 
walls. 
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Figure 3: Yi Tyan Tsai – Developing fragility of levees on peat from Japanese case histories. 

 

Figure 4: Negin A. Tauberg – Reinforced concrete coupled wall system. 

FRIEDMAN FAMILY VISITING PROFESSIONAL, May 12, 2016  
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The chapter’s most anticipated event is the visit by Dr. Ronald Mayes from Simpson Gumpertz & Heger as part 
of the Friedman Family Visiting Professional program on May 12, 2016. As a whole day event, Dr. Mayes’s visit 
consisted of an individual meeting with our faculty advisor professor Jian Zhang from 11:00 am to 12:00 pm, a 
luncheon meeting with seven chapter members and four faculty members (department chair Jonathan 
Stewart, department vice chair Scott Brandenberg, professor Mladen Vucetic, and professor Jian Zhang) from 
12:00 pm to 1:30 pm, a career guidance session with chapter members, undergraduate and graduate students 
from 2:00 pm to 3:00 pm, a structural testing lab tour from 3:00 pm to 3:50 pm, a seminar from 4:00 pm to 5:00 
pm, and lastly dinner with the student officers and faculty advisor from 5:30 pm to 6:30 pm. 

During the luncheon meeting with student members and faculty members, Dr. Mayes introduced his current 
work as the Acting Executive Director in the US Residency Council to develop the Building Rating System, which 
offers a unique chance for the structural engineering profession to effectively communicate with clients and 
the general public about the seismic performance of buildings we design and retrofit. The achievements and 
challenges of the Building Rating System are discussed in the meeting, where constructive suggestions have 
been provided by the professors, and engaging experiences were well-delivered to students.  

 

Figure 5: Luncheon with Dr. Mayes at the faculty center with students and professors. 

An informal career guidance session was hold after the lunch, where about fifteen undergraduate and 
graduate students attended the session and asked questions about their career development to Dr. Mayes. By 
combining his own career experiences with students’ questions, Dr. Mayes talked about the general picture of 
the civil engineering profession, provided guidance to properly choose the career path based on personal 
interests, introduced new challenges in both the research and practical communities, as well as interacted with 
students about the motivation of choosing civil engineering as the career. The career guidance session was 
well-liked by the attendees and can facilitate in confidence the career development of students. 

http://www.cee.ucla.edu/profile-stewart/
http://www.cee.ucla.edu/profile-stewart/
http://www.cee.ucla.edu/profile-Brandenberg
http://www.cee.ucla.edu/profile-vucetic/
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Figure 6: Career session and open discussion about the engineering profession with Dr. Mayes 

 

Figure 7: Dr. Mayes introducing EERI and encouraging students to broaden their understanding of the field by 
being involved in their local chapters. 
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The highlight of the event was the co-listing CEE 200 and EERI student chapter seminar that was hold between 
4:00 pm to 5:00 pm, during which Dr. Mayes gave a lecture of the “Base Isolation Technology, US Resiliency 
Council and the Building Rating System” to approximately 40 graduate students and some faculty members. In 
his lecture, Dr. Mayes firstly addressed the current problems of code requirements of designing base isolation 
devices for buildings, namely the conservative and burdensome code regulations shapely impeded the 
implementation of base isolation devices in U.S. Sequentially, Dr. Mayes talked about the most significant 
modifications of code provisions that will be applicable in near future, which will make the design and 
implementation of base isolation devices easy and economic. Given that one class of graduate students in 
structural engineering are currently learning the base isolation technology, this topic was well understood by 
most of the students. It served as an ideal supplementation of students’ coursework by linking what have been 
learned in class and the real applications.  

 

Figure 8: Base isolation as an alternative to improve seismic performance of structures 

The second topic covered in Dr. Mayes’s lecture was the US Resiliency Council (USRC) and the Building Rating 
System. In this topic, the goals and objectives, and organization of the USRC are presented. The need of a 
building rating system was well explained. In addition, the information that conveyed by the building rating 
system as well as its measures are introduced. This topic offered the students a good sense of how to effectively 
connect the structural engineering profession with the general public about the buildings we design and retrofit. 
Especially, it clarified the long-time misunderstanding of the public about the seismic performance of buildings 
under different levels of earthquake hazards.  



 
2015-2016 Annual Report, May 06, 2016  
University of California, Los Angeles Student Chapter of the Earthquake Engineering Research Institute page 10 

Both of these two topics were interesting and enlightening. Students were attentive during the lecture and 
asked thoughtful questions afterwards. 

The Friedman Family Visiting Professional program was extremely well-received. The various events we 
organized have provided opportunities for the chapter members, undergraduate and graduate students, and 
faculty members to highly interact with Dr. Ronald Mayes, and all parties benefited from this interaction. 

 

Figure 9: Group photo in front of the engineering building 
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SEISMIC DESIGN COMPETITION TEAM 

The SDC team at UCLA is very active, holding meetings on a weekly basis or more throughout the year. They 
built three models in total for the seismic competition.  

SDC Team Members 

A complete list of members is shown below. 

Name EERI Member Number Email Role 

Stephan Ahn #18406 sahn1995@gmail.com Analysis 

Abby Chung #16750 achung14@ucla.edu Construction 

Justine Gee #17759 jvgee@ucla.edu Analysis 

Bryan Hong #18438 bryanyh@ucla.edu Construction 

Jason Kim #18437 lukee3@ucla.edu Construction 

Yuna Kim #18668 kyn514@ucla.edu Architecture 

Victoria Lam #16014 vilam@ucla.edu Project Manager 

Zach McFann #17660 zmcfann@ucla.edu Architecture 

Kasey Murakami #18441 kcmurakami@gmail.com Construction 

Suraj Patel #16805 suraj.patel@yahoo.com Project Director 

 

SDC Team Financial Sponsors  

A list of financial sponsors for the SDC team. 

Name Amount 
Amec Foster Wheeler $1,000 
Engineering Alumni Association $1,300 
Los Angeles Tall Building Council $1,000 

 

Team results and lessons learned 

The UCLA team ranked 17th (2nd within the collapsed category) at the EERI undergraduate seismic design 
competition in San Francisco, California this year. The structure they built featured an elegant, curved exterior, 
while being very lightweight and cost-effective. The team performed well in multiple categories, placing 3rd in 
both communication and performance prediction, and 7th in architecture. Unfortunately the structure was 
deemed collapsed when subject to the last input ground motion. However, the team showed remarkable spirit 
and camaraderie during the competition, understood well the reason of the collapse, and is gearing up for an 
early start for next year's competition in Portland, Oregon. 

mailto:sahn1995@gmail.com
mailto:achung14@ucla.edu
mailto:jvgee@ucla.edu
mailto:bryanyh@ucla.edu
mailto:lukee3@ucla.edu
mailto:kyn514@ucla.edu
mailto:vilam@ucla.edu
mailto:zmcfann@ucla.edu
mailto:kcmurakami@gmail.com
mailto:suraj.patel@yahoo.com
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Figure 10: UCLA team with their structure during Shake Day (look at those gorgeous smiles -). 
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ELECTION & ELECTION RESULTS 

An election for officers for the 2016-2017 academic year was held in May 2016. The table below shows the new 
officers appointed to the Chapter board who will take office on July 2016. 

Role Name EERI Member Number Email Student Status 

President Yi Tyan Tsai  tsaiyityan@gmail.com Graduate 

Vice 
President Soheil Kashani 16910 soheilka@ucla.edu Undergraduate 

Treasurer Jason Kim  lukee3@g.ucla.edu Undergraduate 

Secretary Bryan Hong  bryanyh@ucla.edu Undergraduate 

Webmaster Mandro Eslami  mandro@ucla.edu Graduate 

 

LIST OF ATTACHMENTS  

A list of the attachments is included below: 

x Friedman Family Visiting Professional Program flyers  

 
 

mailto:soheilka@ucla.edu
mailto:mandro@ucla.edu


Friedman Family Visiting Professionals 
Program

Staff Consultant
SIMPSON GUMPERTZ & HEGER

Thursday, May 12
UCLA, 11:00 am – 6:00 pm

Ronald L. Mayes, Ph.D.

11:00 am – 12:00 am Meet with Faculty Advisor: Dr. Jian Zhang BH 5731G

12:00 am – 2:00 pm Luncheon Meeting Faculty Center

2:00 pm – 3:00 pm Career Guidance Session Franz 2288

3:00 pm – 3:50 pm Structural Testing Lab Tour /Campus Tour BH Structures Lab
UCLA Campus

4:00 pm – 5:00 pm CEE 200 Seminar BH 4275

5:00 pm – 6:30 pm Dinner Wolfgang,
Ackerman Union



Dr. Mayes received his Ph.D. in structural engineering from the University of
Auckland, New Zealand, in 1972. He founded Dynamic Isolation Systems,
Inc. which pioneered the use of base isolation technology in the United
States. He has served as the co-chair of the Building Ratings Committee of
the Structural Engineers Association of Northern California (SEAONC) since
2006. He has also served as the Chair of ASCE 7 and ASCE 41 committees
on base isolation and energy dissipation. He was the past Secretary/
Treasurer of the Earthquake Engineering Research Institute (EERI) and the
Technical and Executive Director of the Applied Technology Council
(ATC). He was selected as the Structural Engineer of the Year in 2006 by
the Wiley Journal “Design of Tall and Other Buildings”.

UCLA EERI Student Chapter

Career Guidance Session with Dr. Ronald Mayes
12 May | 2pm - 3pm | Franz 2288

Snacks and coffee will be served. Please RSVP as space is limited.

The UCLA EERI student chapter will be hosting Dr. Ronald Mayes from Simpson Gumpertz &
Heger as part of the Friedman Family Visiting Professionals Program. He will have a casual
career guidance session from 2 - 3 pm on 12 May (Thursday) at Franz 2288. If you have any
questions about career development or are curious about the industry, come attend the event!

Dr. Ron Mayes has over 35 years of industry experience. He is an active
advocate of improving earthquake resilience of our communities, and is the
Acting Executive Director of the US Resiliency Council. Ron is a staff
consultant at Simpson, Gumpertz & Heger and is their in-house expert on
the application of innovative technology at the San Francisco office.



Ronald L. Mayes, Ph.D.
Staff Consultant, SIMPSON GUMPERTZ & HEGER

Base (Seismic) Isolation Technology, US Resiliency Council and the Building Rating System
4 p.m. – 5 p.m. Thursday, May 12

Boelter Hall 4275

Abstract: After being firstly codified as an appendix to the 1991 Uniform Building Code, seismic isolation has been
perceived as expensive, complicated, and time-consuming in both design and execution. While these criticisms
were valid, the fault does not lie with the technology itself. The drawbacks to utilize seismic isolation stemmed
from the design professions’ ability to fully quantify the benefits of the technology coupled with the conservative
and burdensome code requirements. The presentation will describe the revisions to Chapter 17 of ASCE 7-10 that
will be applicable to ASCE 7-16 provisions. The recommendations are the most significant modifications since the
1991 provisions were adopted. The recommended changes will make the design and implementation process as
economic and as easy to implement as possible and should expand the use of seismic isolation technology in the
US.
The US Resiliency Council (USRC) offers the structural engineering profession a unique opportunity to transform
the way it communicates with both clients and the public about the performance of buildings we design and
retrofit. Building on the work of the Structural Engineers Association of Northern California (SEAONC) Existing
Buildings Ratings Committee over the past eight years, and the recommendations of an Applied Technology
Council (ATC) User’s workshop, in 2011, the U.S. Resiliency Council® (USRC) was formed as a 501(c)3 nonprofit
organization to establish a rating system for certifying the resiliency of buildings to natural and man-made
hazards. Efforts to develop a building rating system have included many technical and philosophical challenges,
and the USRC has formed a diverse coalition of technical organizations, engineering firms, individuals, industry
supporters, and government agencies to develop a consensus-based approach to solving these challenges. Like
the U.S. Green Buildings Council (USGBC®), the USRC will certify practitioners and best practices, and technically
review ratings shared with the public so that USRC ratings are credible and consistent. The USRC was officially
launched in late-2015. This presentation will describe the goals and objectives, and organization of the USRC, the
need for a building rating system, the potential users, the information it provides and the measures that will be
used to maintain the long term credibility of the system.

Bio: Ron Mayes, Ph.D., is a co-founder and Acting Executive Director of the US Resiliency Council and a lifelong
advocate for improved earthquake resilience of our communities. Currently a Staff Consultant with Simpson,
Gumpertz & Heger in San Francisco, Ron is the firm’s in-house expert on the application of innovative technology.
He founded and served as President of Dynamic Isolation Systems, Inc., a firm that pioneered the use of base
isolation technology in the United States. Ron has served as the co-chair of the Building Ratings Committee of the
Structural Engineers Association of Northern California since 2006. He has also served as the Chair of ASCE 7 and
ASCE 41 committees on base isolation and energy dissipation. He is a past Secretary/ Treasurer of the Earthquake
Engineering Research Institute (EERI) and a former Technical and Executive Director of the Applied Technology
Council (ATC). He was selected “Structural Engineer of the Year” by the Wiley Journal “Design of Tall and Other
Buildings” in 2006 and is a Fellow of both the Structural Engineers Association of California (SEAOC) and SEAONC.
Ron received his Ph.D. in structural engineering from the University of Auckland, New Zealand, in 1972.

C&EE 200 / EERI Student Chapter Seminar


