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EERI in the Spotlight
Two recent articles — one an interview of EERI President Tom Tobin and the 
other authored by Honorary Member (and past president) Chris Poland — 
have featured EERI in publications aimed at wide audiences. 
The interview of Tobin appears in the June 2012 North American edition of  
the journal International Innovation, a leading global dissemination resource 
for the wider scientific, technology and research communities. It is published 
by Research Media Ltd., based in the United Kingdom. The June issue focus- 

  es on the latest NSF-funded research. To ac- 
  cess the interview, visit http://www.research- 
  europe.com/magazine/REGIONAL/NORTH_ 
  AMERICA_JUNE12/index.html, page 55.
  Poland’s three-page article, entitled “Creat- 
  ing disaster resilient cities,” appears in the  
  book Sustainable Cities: Building Cities for  
  the Future, published by Green Media, also  

  based in the UK. It was  
  launched in June 2012  
  at Rio+20 — the U.N.  
  Conference on Sustain- 
  able Development. To  
  access the article, visit  
  http://www.sustainable 
  cities2012.com/images/ 
  uploads/documents/ 
  SC2012.pdf, page 136. 
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News of the Institute

Call for Spectra Papers on NZ Earthquakes 
Through a collaboration between EERI and the New Zealand Society for 
Earthquake Engineering (NZSEE), Earthquake Spectra will be publishing a 
special issue on the 2010-11 Canterbury, New Zealand, earthquakes. Papers 
are invited on the following aspects of the earthquakes and their effects: 
engineering seismology, geotechnical and structural engineering, lifelines, 
and social and economic sciences. Papers are strongly encouraged that 
cover research using data from the earthquakes, code and guideline devel-
opment based on observations from the earthquakes, and new emerging les-
sons for policy and regulation.

Abstracts must be submitted in advance of papers. Abstracts will be reviewed 
for quality and compatibility with the scope of the special issue. The guest 
editors may recommend the modification or combination of abstracts for the 
purpose of maintaining the specific focus and length requirements of the 
issue. Papers must cover material beyond that published elsewhere, includ-
ing the NZSEE Bulletin and SSA special issues on the Canterbury earth-
quakes. 
Abstracts of one page or less must be submitted by September 20, 2012, 
by email to liz@eeri.org with the subject indicating “Abstract Submission for 
Canterbury Earthquakes Special Issue.” Authors will be notified of decisions 
by October 20, 2012. Invited papers must be submitted online through the 
Earthquake Spectra manuscript submission web page by February 15, 2013. 
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the seismic loads 
away from the rest 
of the structural 
system and along 
braces that absorb 
energy during an 
earthquake. The 
building is the only 
residential high-rise 
in San Francisco 
with an outrigger 
system. 
Another of the 
building’s unique 
structural features 
are the four water 
tanks, located on 
the building’s roof, 
that reduce sway 
associated with 
wind and seismic 
loads. The tower’s 
summit, at 641 feet, 
is designed to sway 
up to three feet in a quake or a 
high wind, and the seismic instru-
ments will measure that motion 
to within a thousandth of an inch. 
For more information, visit http://
www.conservation.ca.gov/index/
Documents/2012-05 Strong Motion 
Instrumentation of Rincon Tower.pdf.

News of the Profession 
Sensor Network In- 
stalled in SF’s Tallest 
Residential Building 
Through the combined efforts of the 
USGS, the California Geological Sur- 
vey (CGS), and structural engineers 
at Magnusson Klemencic Associates, 
the West Coast’s tallest residential 
building has been instrumented with 
72 sensors connected by more than 
two miles of cable. This is the larg-
est number of seismic sensors in 
any high-rise building in California 
and represents the first time the 
USGS and a state geological survey 
have collaborated on an instrumen- 
tation project. The network is col-
lecting data on the movements of 
the 64-story building at One Rincon 
Hill. From vision to completion, the 
instrumentation project took about 
five years. One of the biggest chal-
lenges to the routine seismic instru-
mentation of buildings is that struc-
tural steel significantly interferes 
with wireless signals.
Because the building experiences 
high stresses in its upper stories, 
those stories received a greater 

News of the Institute 
Roy G. Johnston  
Oral History 

The EERI oral history of Roy G. 
Johnston, a giant of the structural 
engineering profession, is now avail-
able online at http://www.eeri.org/
products-publications/free-publica-
tions-and-reports/oral-history-series/. 
EERI members have received a 
printed version in the mail or will 
shortly. 

Johnston’s legacy is more than just 
the 20,000 engineering projects that 
benefitted from his engineering ex- 
pertise; many engineers looked up 
to him as a mentor and role model. 
His story demonstrates how to build 
a career, how to build a structural 

proportion of the sensors, which are 
clustered in groups of three across 
19 of the building’s stories. They are 
allowing scientists and engineers to 
determine the displacements and 
rotation of each floor, according to 
Anthony Shakal (M.EERI) of the 
CGS. The devices produce digital 
records that permit calculation of the 
acceleration, velocity, displacement, 
and the predominant frequencies of 
ground motion along the three build-
ing axes. 
Academics may request capture of 
ambient data, which will then be 
stored and disseminated through 
the Center for Engineering Strong 
Motion Data, which is operated by 
the California Department of Con-
servation’s Strong Motion Instru-
mentation Program in partnership 
with the USGS National Strong Mo- 
tion Program. Otherwise, the system 
will automatically save data from 
events with magnitudes greater than 
or equal to 3.0. Shakal said the CGS 
hopes to instrument more high-rises 
and hospitals in the future.
To handle an M 6.7 or greater earth-
quake, the building (completed in 
2008) was designed by MKA with an 
outrigger system that redistributes 

Roy Johnston in 1931 and 1975

engineering practice, and how to 
make an impact on one’s profession 
and community. Johnston’s career 
spanned the development of the field 
from the period before the 1933 Long 
Beach earthquake to several years 
after the 1994 Northridge earth-
quake. For more than five decades, 
he worked at the firm he co-founded, 
Brandow & Johnston Associates in 
Los Angeles, California. 

Johnston’s oral history sheds light 
on the development of the profes-
sion through his leadership roles in 
several professional associations 
and government commissions. Over 
the course of Johnson’s career, the 
Los Angeles Department of Build-
ing and Safety became a leader in 
seismic code writing for all types of 
buildings. According to Johnston, 

the department played this unique 
role because it had strong leader-
ship, was free of corruption (unlike 
some other parts of the city govern-
ment), and was always headed by 
an engineer who was respected by 
private sector engineers. 
Additional copies of Johnston’s oral 
history are available to purchase 
for $15 from http://www.eeri.org/
products-publications/.

#1 Rincon Hill 
South Tower 
(photo: KF6OLC 
www.panoramio. 
com/photo/ 
14657500).
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News of the Profession  

New PEER Project: NGA-Sub 
The Pacific Earthquake Engineering Research Center (PEER), an EERI Sub-
scribing Member, recently launched a new research initiative called NGA-
Sub with funding from FM Global and the USGS. This new multidisciplinary 
research program will develop a comprehensive database of ground motion 
recorded in subduction earthquakes worldwide and a set of resulting next-
generation attenuation relationships, called ground motion prediction equa-
tions (GMPEs), for regions with subduction zone earthquakes, such as the 
Pacific Northwest in the U.S., Japan, and Chile. The subduction zone seismic 
source had not been addressed in recent successful PEER research projects 
(including NGA-West and NGA-West2) that developed and updated GMPEs 
for regions of shallow crustal seismicity. PEER’s project NGA-East currently 
underway is developing a database of processed ground motion records and 
a set of resulting GMPEs for regions with stable continental seismicity. 
Most of the current subduction attenuation models were developed before 
the recent major subduction earthquakes in Chile (2010) and Japan (2011); 
thus the ground motion databases used to develop them did not include the 
extensive number of recordings from these two recent events. There is a 
pressing need to develop such a comprehensive well-documented, peer-
reviewed and publicly available database of ground motions as well as a set 
of GMPEs that can be used to estimate the seismic hazard from subduction 
zone earthquakes. The NGA-Sub project will begin by collecting empirical 
data from recent and historic subduction earthquakes. With this data and the 
associated meta-data, researchers will develop GMPEs that apply to these 
regions. NGA-Sub is scheduled to continue through 2016, when the new set 
of GMPEs will be released. A website and other updates will become avail-
able as the project progresses.
GMPEs or “attenuation” relationships provide a means of predicting the level 
of ground shaking and its associated uncertainty at any given location. They 
are used to estimate ground motions for use in both deterministic and proba-
bilistic seismic hazard analyses, which are used for a wide range of applica-
tions such as: (1) site-specific seismic analysis and design of structures and 
facilities; (2) development of regional seismic hazard maps for use in, for 
example, building codes and financial estimation; and (3) social and financial 
loss estimation. Today, the most common intensity measures used in GMPEs 
are peak ground motion values (peak ground acceleration and peak ground 
velocity), and elastic spectral response for various spectral ordinates.

Opportunity  

UCL Teaching Opening 
The Department of Civil, Environ-
mental and Geomatic Engineering 
at University College London (UCL) 
is seeking a full-time Teaching 
Fellow in earthquake engineering/
structural dynamics. The appointee 
will work within the EPICentre (www.
epicentreonline.com) and Structural 
Engineering group and will design 
and teach elements of structural 
analysis and finite element modeling 

at both undergraduate and graduate 
levels. The fellow will also contribute 
to teaching and course development 
in the M.Sc. Earthquake Engineer-
ing with Disaster Management pro-
gram. A Ph.D. in a relevant subject 
is preferable but not required, and 
there will be opportunities for part-
time Ph.D. study. The application 
deadline is August 9, 2012. For 
more information and to apply, visit: 
https://atsv7.wcn.co.uk/search_
engine/jobs.cgi?owner=5041178&o
wnertype=fair&jcode=1264721.

News of the Institute 
Spectra: New Web Site 
The EERI journal Earthquake Spec- 
tra has a new online home at www.
earthquakespectra.org. The new 
platform host, Allen Press, has 
completed the process of moving all  
past content to this site.
To register for the new site, each 
subscriber to the online journal 
should have received an email 
with a personalized link taking you 
though the verification process. 
If you have any access problems, 
contact onlinepublishing@allen-
press.com for assistance.

Call for Spectra Papers 
continued from page 1  

The special issue should appear 
in print in February 2014, the third 
anniversary of the 22 February 2011 
event. 

Prospective authors are encouraged 
to contact guest editors with expres-
sions of interest, opportunities for 
collaboration with other authors and 
questions regarding scope. The spe-
cial issue guest editors are: 

Structural engineering:
Ken Elwood (elwood@civil.ubc.ca)
Stefano Pampanin (stefano. 

pampanin@canterbury.ac.nz) 

Geotechnical/lifelines engineering:
Misko Cubrinovski (misko. 

cubrinovski@canterbury.ac.nz) 
Craig Davis (craig.davis@water.

ladwp.com)
Tom O’Rourke (tdo1@cornell.edu)

Social and economic impacts:
Mary Comerio (mcomerio@ 

berkeley.edu) 
David Johnston (David.Johnston@

gns.cri.nz). 

If you have questions about the on- 
line manuscript submission process, 
contact EQS Managing Editor Liz 
Hogan Stalnaker at liz@eeri.org.



4

EERI Newsletter, August 2012 Volume 46, Number 8

Architect’s Blog by Chris Arnold 
Christopher Arnold, an EERI Honorary Member and  
past president, now has a blog at TraceSF, an online 
journal that critically explores San Francisco Bay Area 
design, culture, and urbanism, featuring contributions 
in different media from a diverse group of designers, 
artists, photographers, and thinkers. 

To see Chris’s set of paintings entitled A Room with a 
View, visit http://tracesf.com/2012/06/. Over a period of 
ten years, on almost every trip he took to an earth-
quake-prone city for an earthquake-related confer-
ence, he would execute a watercolor painting of the view from his hotel 
window regardless of the merits of the scene. Selected from a total of 
approximately 80, the 28 pictures posted on the blog were those that Chris 
thought were the most successful. The viewer will see that many of the sub-
jects would not normally be chosen by most watercolor artists. This method 
results in a wide range and scale of subjects and also provides a random 
sample of the contemporary urban scene, not as conventionally seen by the 
pedestrian or from the air, but from 4 to 30 stories above the street. The cap-
tions provide the location, the date, the hotel in which he was staying and 
occasionally an explanatory comment. Chris’s watercolors are familiar to 
EERI members who make donations to the Institute’s Endowment Fund and 
receive prints of his work as a benefit.  

Anagnos Named Outstanding Professor 
Thalia Anagnos, an EERI past president and a professor 
of general engineering at San Jose State University, has 
received the university’s 2011-12 Outstanding Professor 
Award. Anagnos was cited for her ability to challenge her 
students to be active participants in the learning process, 
to stay engaged in the classroom, and to explore how en- 
gineering fits into the larger context of globalization, sus-
tainability, and social impact. Since becoming an SJSU 
faculty member in 1984, she has demonstrated dedication 
to educational innovation and effectiveness, student suc-
cess and retention, and scholarship and research efforts, focusing on earth-
quake risk and loss estimation. For 25 years she served on the organizing 
committee for Expanding Your Horizons, a conference aimed at encouraging 
young women to pursue careers in science, technology, engineering and 
mathematics. Anagnos serves as principal investigator for a five-year, 
$600,000 National Science Foundation award that provides scholarships and 
mentorships for students with potential to become leaders in the engineering 
profession. She earned a bachelor’s degree from the University of California 
San Diego and master’s and doctoral degrees from Stanford University.

Thalia Anagnos

Self Portrait by 
Chris Arnold

News of the Membership 

SP Research Awards 
Go To EERI Members 

Two EERI members have been 
named recipients of 2012 Shamsher 
Prakash Research Awards for young 
(age 40 or under) engineers, scien-
tists, or researchers in the fields of 
geotechnical engineering or geotech- 
nical earthquake engineering. The  
awards include cash prizes of $1,100.
Ioannis Anastasopoulos, Assistant 
Professor of Civil Engineering at 
the National Technical University of 
Athens (NTUA), has been the driv-
ing force behind the development of 
a new Experimental Facility for Sim-
ulation of Soil-Structure Systems at 
NTUA. With an emphasis on soil-
structure interaction, his research 
combines numerical analysis with 
physical modeling. 
Dominic Assimaki, Associate 
Professor, School of Civil and Envi-
ronmental Engineering, Georgia 
Institute of Technology. Her research 
focuses on the numerical simulation 
of nonlinear soil response to seismic 
loading, on dynamic soil-structure 
interaction, and on inverse problems 
in near-surface geophysics. 

Ioannis Anastasopoulos and  
Dominic Assimaki

The Shamsher Prakash Foundation 
is soliciting nominations of young 
teachers (under age 40) anywhere 
in the world for the 2012 Shamsher 
Prakash Prize for Excellence in 

Call for Nominations 
Nominate for Geotech Teaching Award

Teaching Geotechnical Engineering. 
The award includes a cash prize of 
$1,100. Since teaching excellence 
can be demonstrated many different 
ways, the criteria for the nomination 

must be clearly stated. Nominations 
are due by October 31, 2012. The 
recipient will be announced by 
December 31, 2012.  

For information on submitting 
nominations, visit http://yoga10.org/ 
and click on the Awards link in the 
left column.
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- PLEASE POST -

EERI ANNUAL STUDENT PAPER COMPETITION

The Earthquake Engineering Research Institute is pleased to announce its Annual Student 
Paper Competition. The purpose of the competition is to promote active involvement of stu-
dents in earthquake engineering and the earthquake hazards research community.  

The general rules of the contest are as follows:

Graduate Category
1.  The paper must be an original contribu-

tion in a discipline directly related to 
earthquake engineering or earthquake 
hazard reduction.

2.  The paper must not exceed 12 pages in 
length inclusive of all tables and figures. 

3.  The paper must represent the original 
work of the student and be authored 
by the student alone. An advisor can 
provide feedback before submission 
but may not co-author the paper. The 
advisor’s name should be included in 
the “Acknowledgments” section of the 
paper.

Undergraduate Category
1.  The paper must be directly related to 

earthquake engineering or earthquake 
hazard reduction.

2.  The paper must not exceed 12 pages in 
length inclusive of all tables and figures.

3.  The paper must be authored by the stu-
dent alone. In addition, a faculty member 
or other advisor is required to oversee 
the preparation of the manuscript. The 
advisor can provide feedback before 
submission of the paper but may not co-
author the paper. The advisor’s name 
should be included in the “Acknowledg-
ments” section of the paper.

Applicants must be enrolled at an accredited U.S. college or university and must be U.S. 
residents.

Guidelines for preparing the manuscript are accessible from the EERI web site (http://www.
eeri.org/about-eeri/honors-awards/eeri-competitions/#student_paper). All papers must be 
e-mailed by November 1, 2012, to Juliane Lane at the EERI office, juliane@eeri.org.

Up to four student authors will be invited to EERI’s Annual Meeting, February 12-15, 2013, 
in Seattle, Washington, and will receive travel support for this purpose. Their papers may 
also be considered for publication in Earthquake Spectra. The top paper in the graduate 
category may be presented at the Annual Meeting. 

** DEADLINE: November 1, 2012 **
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VEESD2013: A call for papers has been issued for the Vienna Congress 
on Recent Advances in Earthquake Engineering and Structural Dynam-
ics to be held August 28-30, 2013, in Vienna, Austria. Cosponsored by the 
Austrian Association of Earthquake Engineering and the Vienna University 
of Technology, the conference will be devoted to theoretical, numerical, 
and experimental developments in the field. The deadline is November 30, 
2012, for the submission of abstracts of up to 300 words to be written in 
English. For a list of suggested topics and additional information, visit http://
veesd2013.conf.tuwien.ac.at.

Calls for Abstracts 
Residential Building Conference, 
ICOSSAR, and VEESD 
The Pennsylvania Housing Research Center (PHRC) at Penn State has 
issued a call for papers for the First Annual Residential Building Design 
and Construction Conference, to be held February 20-21, 2013, in 
Bethlehem, Pennsylvania. The conference will provide a unique forum for 
researchers, design professionals, manufacturers, builders, and code offi-
cials to exchange information on recent research and innovations related to 
residential buildings. The deadline is September 7, 2012, for the submission 
of abstracts of up to 300 words. For a list of suggested topics and additional 
information, visit http://www.engr.psu.edu/PHRC/2013Conference/RBDCC/
default.htm.

ICOSSAR2013: A call for papers has been issued for the 11th International 
Conference on Structural Safety & Reliability, to be held June 16-20, 
2013, in New York City. Sponsored by the International Association for Struc-
tural Safety and Reliability, the conference will improve the participants’ 
understanding and management of safety, risk, and reliability of structures 
and systems. The deadline is August 15, 2012, to submit abstracts and pro-
posals for sessions and mini-symposia. For a list of suggested topics and 
additional information, visit http://icossar2013.org/.

Announcements 

OpenSees Days 

The Open System for Earthquake 
Engineering Simulation (OpenSees) 
is a software framework for simulat-
ing the seismic response of struc-
tural and geotechnical systems. 
The Pacific Earthquake Engineering 
Research Center (PEER) and the 
Network for Earthquake Engineering 
Simulation (NEES) will host Open- 
Sees Days August 15-16, 2012, at 
UC Berkeley’s Richmond Field Sta-
tion. Students, researchers, and 
practitioners are welcome to attend. 
Registration is free and lunch is pro-
vided, but space is limited to the first 
100 applicants. Registration closes 
on August 10. To access the full 
agenda and to register, visit http://
peer.berkeley.edu/news/2012/06/
opensees-days/.
On August 15, the Getting Started 
with OpenSees Training Work-
shop, intended for beginners, will 
introduce users to the tcl scripting 
language and basic modeling and 
analysis techniques. August 16 is 
geared for intermediate users and 
those who attended the first work-
shop. It will focus on structural and 
geotechnical modeling and how 
to extend OpenSees for your own 
research needs. 

Seismic Design on the Edge Exhibit 
Opening on September 12, 2012, and running through November, an exhibit 
titled “Considering the Quake: Seismic Design on the Edge,” hosted by the 
Design Exchange in downtown Toronto, will explore the intersection of archi-
tecture and structure through the lens of earthquake engineering. EERI 
member firms participating in the exhibit include Arup, Degenkolb Engineers, 
and Tipping Mar Engineering. International in scope, the exhibit has been tai-
lored not only for the architecture and engineering design industries, but also 
for an invested public.  
Envisioned as a “science center” for design, the exhibit will feature full-sized 
seismic technology utilized in buildings and in architectural and structural 
models, seismic testing video, other visuals, and related lectures. Supported 
by the Canadian Seismic Research Network, the exhibit will house a sam-
pling of the most celebrated projects, research and technology throughout 
the world that surpass conventional approaches to seismic design, and stand 
exemplary in thought, design and practical application. For more information, 
visit http://www.dexigner.com/news/25264.

Right: San Francisco (CA) General 
Hospital (Arup). Bottom left: High-
land Hospital Acute Care Tower, 
Oakland, CA 
(Degenkolb). 
Bottom right: 
San Francisco 
Public Utilities 
Commission 
Headquarters 
(Tipping Mar).
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CALENDAR 
The issues containing the first and 
subsequent appearances are indi-
cated at the entry’s end. Items listed 
for the first time are shown in bold.
2012 
AUGUST 
15-16. OpenSees Days. Richmond 
Field Station, CA. See p. 6. (8/12)
18 & 21. ATC FEMA P-58 Seminar, 
L.A. (8-18) & SF (8-21), CA. www.
ATCouncil.org. See page 8. (8/12)
21-22. 6th Australasian Natural 
Hazards Management Conference 
2012. www.hazardseducation.org/
conference (4/12)  
26-30. 4th Int’l Disaster & Risk Con-
ference (IDRC), Davos, Switzerland. 
http://www.idrc.info/ (2/12) 
SEPTEMBER 
3-5. 5th Int’l Tsunami Symposium 
(5ITS), Ispra, Italy. http://tsunami-
society.org/5thTsunamiSymposiu
mISPRA2012.pdf (2/12, 5/12, 6/12)  
12-15. SEAOC Convention, Santa 
Fe, NM. http://convention.seaoc.
org/ (2/12, 3/12, 5/12)
12 thru November. Seismic De-
sign on the Edge Exhibit, Toronto, 
Ontario. http://www.dexigner.com/
news/25264. See page 6. (8/12) 
13-18. The Masonry Society Annual 
Meeting, Greenville, SC. http://
www.masonrysociety.org/html/
events/meetings/annual/ 2012/ 
AnnMtg2012.htm (6/12) 
19-21. Council on Tall Buildings &  
Urban Habitat (CTBUH) World Con-
gress, Shanghai, China. http://www. 
ctbuh.org/shanghai2012/ (11/11) 
19-21. 18th IABSE (Int’l Ass’n for 
Bridge & Structural Eng.) Congress, 
Seoul, Korea. www.iabse.org/
Seoul2012 (12/11) 
24-28. 15th World Conference on 
EQ Engineering (15WCEE), Lisbon, 
Portugal. www.15wcee.org/ (8/10, 
8/11, 11/11, 12/11, 7/12) 

OCTOBER  
3-6. Symp. on Life-Cycle Civil Engi-
neering (IALCCE), Vienna, Austria. 
www.ialcce2012.org (12/10, 1/11)

11. SEAOSC 2nd Annual Buildings 
at Risk: Earthquake Loss Reduc-
tion Summit, Los Angeles, CA. 
http://seaosc.org/events_bar.cfm. 
See page 8. (8/12) 
12-14. South Coast (California) 
Geological Society Field Trip, www.
southcoastgeo.org (7/12) 
15-17. 8th Int’l Conference on Struc-
tural Analysis of Historical Construc-
tion (SAHC 2012), Wrocław, Poland. 
www.sahc2012.org (1/12) 
16-19. Deep Foundations Institute  
(DFI) Annual Conference, Houston, 
TX. www.dfi.org/conferencedetail.
asp?id=193 (12/11) 
23-27. 6th China-Japan-US Sympo-
sium on Lifeline Earthquake Engi-
neering, Chengdu, China. www.
nac-gea.org (5/12) 
28-30. Annual Meeting, Eastern 
Section of the Seismological Society 
of America, Blacksburg, Virginia. 
http://www.geol.vt.edu/outreach/
vtso/esssa2012/ (7/12) 
2013 
FEBRUARY 
12-15. EERI Annual Meeting,  
Seattle, WA. www.eeri.org (6/12)
20-21. Residential Building Con- 
ference, Bethlehem, Penn. http:// 
www.engr.psu.edu/PHRC/ 
2013Conference/RBDCC/default.
htm. See page 6. (8/12) 
APRIL 
3-5. Architectural Eng. Institute Con-
ference, University Park, PA. http://
www.engr.psu.edu/ae/AEI-2013/
Call_for_Papers.asp (3/12) 
17-19. Annual Meeting, Seismologi-
cal Society of America, Salt Lake 
City, Utah. http://www.seismosoc.
org/meetings/ (7/12) 
22-24. Int’l Federation for Structural 
Concrete (fib) Symposium, Tel Aviv, 
Israel. http://www.fib2013tel-aviv.
co.il/ (5/12, 6/12) 
29-May 4. 7th Int’l Conference on 
Case Histories in Geotechnical 
Engineering, Wheeling, IL (Chicago 
area). http:// 7icchge.mst.edu 
(12/11, 2/12)

MAY 
19-23. 4th Session of the Global 
Platform for Disaster Risk Reduc-
tion, Geneva Switzerland. http://
www.preventionweb.net/english/
professional/trainings-events/
events/v.php?id=23896 (1/12, 
7/12)
JUNE
16-20. 11th Int’l Conference on 
Structural Safety & Reliability 
(ICOSSAR2013), New York City. 
http://icossar2013.org/. See page 
6. (8/12)
AUGUST 
18-23. 22nd Int’l Conference on 
Structural Mechanics in Reactor 
Technology (SMiRT-22), San Fran-
cisco, CA. www.smirt22.org (2/12, 
4/12)
28-30. Vienna Congress on Re- 
cent Advances in Earthquake 
Engineering and Structural 
Dynamics (VEESD2013). Vienna, 
Austria. http://veesd2013.conf.
tuwien.ac.at. See page 6. (8/12)
2014 
APRIL 
30-May 2. Annual Meeting, Seismo-
logical Society of America, Anchor-
age, Alaska. http://www.seismo-
soc.org/meetings/ (7/12)
JULY
20-26. EERI 10th National Confer-
ence on Earthquake Engineering, 
Anchorage, Alaska. (7/12)

Announcement 

Early Bird Registration 
for DFI Meeting 

Registration is open for the 37th 
Annual Conference of the Deep 
Foundations Institute (DFI), to be 
held October 16-19, 2012, in Hous- 
ton, Texas. Registration will increase 
by $100 after September 1, 2012: 
Until then, fees are $795 for DFI 
members and $895 for nonmembers.
For information on the program and 
to register, visit http://www.dfi.org/
conferencedetail.asp?id=193.
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Announcements 
ATC FEMA P-58  
Seminar in LA, SF 
The Applied Technology Council 
(ATC) is organizing a seminar on 
the Seismic Performance Assess-
ment of Buildings: Methodology, 
Implementation Guide, and Perfor-
mance Assessment Calculation Tool 
(PACT), to be held August 18, 2012, 
in Los Angeles, California, and 
August 21 in San Francisco. 

The seminar will introduce the prin-
cipal products of the FEMA-funded 
project to develop “Next-Generation 
Performance-Based Seismic Design 
Guidelines,” including volumes 1 
and 2 of the FEMA P-58 Report as 
well as supporting electronic materi-
als. The FEMA P-58 methodology 
will allow decision-makers to more 
easily perform cost-benefit analyses 
and select appropriate performance 
goals for seismic design projects. 
Presenters will be nine senior mem-
bers of the ATC-58/58-1 Project 
Team, many of whom are EERI 
members. 

Each registrant will receive an 
electronic certificate documenting 
7 PDHs. For more information and 
to register ($100 fee), visit www.
ATCouncil.org.

SEAOSC EQ Loss 
Reduction Summit 
The Structural Engineers Asso- 
ciation of Southern California 
(SEAOSC) will be hosting the 2nd 
Annual Buildings at Risk: Earth-
quake Loss Reduction Summit on 
October 11, 2012, in Los Angeles, 
California. A precursor to the “Great 
ShakeOut” event on October 18, 
the summit will address the types of 

Publication 

Earthquakes and Engineers: An Int’l History 

The American Society of Civil Engineers (ASCE) recently announced the 
publication of a new book Earthquakes and Engineers: An International His-
tory, by Robert K. Reitherman, who is chair of the EERI Oral History Com-
mittee. A comprehensive treatment of the engineering techniques devised 
around the world to address seismic problems, this soft-cover 742-page book 
is a reference for earthquake engineers and for researchers in the field of the 
history of science and technology. Written in a straightforward style appreci-
ated by engineers and nonengineers alike, it will also be valuable to archi-
tects, planners, officials, and social scientists. Earthquakes and Engineers 
begins in ancient times, threads through the Renaissance, and continues into 
the latter half of the 20th century, tracing the evolution of humankind’s under-
standing of the causes and characteristics of earthquakes and the devel-
opment of structural design methods that resist seismic shocks. The book 
examines the responses of structural engineers, geotechnical engineers, 
architects, and planners in several seismically vulnerable countries, placing 
their efforts in the broader social, technological, and economic contexts of 
their time. The volume can be purchased online ($97.50 for ASCE members, 
$130 nonmembers) at http://www.asce.org/Product.aspx?id=2147487208&pr
oductid=154097877.

structures that are at risk and appro-
priate mitigative actions. SEAOSC 
will be partnering with other earth-
quake preparedness organizations 
in planning the event, with the goals 
of increasing awareness and high-
lighting the need for the coordinated 
collaboration of structural engineers 
with other key stakeholders. 

For more information and to register, 
visit http://seaosc.org/events_bar.
cfm.


