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CREW SAFE SCHOOLS POSITION STATEMENT ON EARTHQUAKE SAFETY AND SCHOOLS 
IN THE CASCADIA REGION 

 
The Cascadia Region Earthquake Workgroup (CREW) affirms the following statement by 
the Advisory Committee on Earthquake Hazard Reduction: 
 
“Schoolchildren have a right to learn in buildings that are safe from earthquakes.” 
 
CREW will explore ways to identify, support, and amplify the message of safe schools 
advocates including seeking partners. CREW can support advocates by identifying and 
informing stakeholders, compiling an overview of the current status of school seismic 
safety in the Cascadia region of the Pacific Northwest, and communicating best 
practices within the region. CREW may participate in efforts to: 
 

 Improve public awareness of schools that pose a hazard in seismic events 

 Promote seismic risk assessment of schools in the Cascadia region 

 Publicize seismic risk management programs that target school facilities (e.g., 
Oregon’s Seismic Rehabilitation Grants Program) 

 Encourage seismic safety awareness projects that create educational materials 
related to earthquake and tsunami hazard mitigation 

 
BACKGROUND 
 
The following material is excerpted from the 2012 report of the Advisory Committee on 
Earthquake Hazard Reduction, whose recommendations to the National Institute of 
Standards and Technology (NIST) are addressed to the Federal Emergency Management 
Agency (FEMA)i: 
 

Protecting our schools and children from the impact of natural hazards is one of 
the cornerstones of socially responsible and resilient communities. A 
comprehensive approach to resilience requires that education and other 
essential facilities—both facilities and course content—fulfill an essential 
community role. FEMA, through its support and ties to the earthquake consortia, 
State earthquake preparedness coordinators, and State earthquake policy 
commissions, should emphasize the critical importance of schools and other 
essential community facilities. FEMA should encourage the development of non-
technical reports aimed at school administrators, and adoption of State and local 
policies and programs on achieving student safety in dangerous schools.   
 
Public schools built prior to modern seismic building codes share seismic 
deficiencies common to other buildings of the same structural types and ages, 
but the community importance of schools brings considerations to bear that 
justify priority attention. School buildings tend to remain in use longer than 
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comparable structures in private ownership and tend to receive less frequent 
and less predictable capital renewal investment to address maintenance issues 
that can jeopardize structural performance. Schools can also play a critical role in 
a community’s recovery from a disaster, when they may be called upon to 
function as temporary shelters or service centers during relief operations. 
Encouraging the mitigation of collapse-prone schools will help to reassure local 
communities, reduce the impact of earthquakes on schools, and accelerate the 
resumption of school services following a disaster. Information on the causes 
and effects of earthquakes and other natural hazards and on corresponding 
preparedness measures should be a standard component of educational 
coursework. Such education provides the direct societal benefit of bringing the 
message on disaster preparedness into the home. 
 
FEMA should support this recommendation through the provision of 
recommended standards and guidance for mitigating schools and other essential 
facilities, updated guidelines for hazard-related curricula and teacher training, 
and FEMA technical assistance and financial support for state earthquake 
programs. 

 
                                                        
i Advisory Committee on Earthquake Hazards Reduction (ACEHR). 2012. 
Effectiveness of the National Earthquake Hazards Reduction Program: A Report 
on NEHRP Effectiveness. Washington, D.C.  Online: 
http://www.nehrp.gov/pdf/2012ACEHRReportFinal.pdf 
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