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February 27 Market 
Rasen, UK, Earth-
quake
A moderate earthquake struck south- 
east England (53.32�°N, 0.3�4°W) 
just before � AM local time. The 
epicenter was approximately 4 km 
north of Market Rasen. The earth-
quake was felt across England and 
Wales, with the most distant reports 
coming from Aberdeen, Truro, and 
Ireland. The British Geological Sur- 
vey (BGS) received reports of dam-
age to chimneys and masonry over 
a widespread area. The magnitude 
was estimated (by the BGS) at 5.2 
ML (Mw 4.7) making it the largest 
earthquake in the UK since a mag-
nitude 5.4 ML event struck North 
Wales in �984. Earthquakes of this 
size occur in the UK roughly every 
30 years.

The earthquake was caused by the 
release of stress on a fault some 20 
km below the surface. The earth’s 

crust under the UK has many such 
faults. Geologists have mapped 
many of them, but in this case there 
was no indication of a fault at the 
surface. These faults act as zones 
of weakness where 
stress can accumulate 
over very long periods 
of time as a result of 
tectonic and other 
processes that affect 
the British Isles.

Damage occurred to 
buildings in the Lin-
colnshire and South 
Yorkshire areas. There 
was one injury to a 
�9-year-old student, 
who suffered a broken 
pelvis when he was 
pinned under masonry 
in his attic bedroom 
in Wombwell, South 
Yorks. His father said: 
“There was a rumble 
and then we heard a 
bang and my son 

Google Map for Wells, 
Nevada, Earthquake
EERI has created a Google Map 
for the February 2�, 2008, Mw 6.0 
Wells, Nevada, earthquake (see 
page �2 of the March Newsletter). 
Over 200 georeferenced photos are 
posted from Steve Bartlett and Chris 
Pantelides of the University of Utah 
and John Masek of VIE Consul-
tants, who is a member of the ASCE 
TCLEE Earthquake Investigation 
Committee. 

The map can be viewed on EERI’s 
website at: http://www.eeri.org/
google/?event=9. To most easily 
view the photos, use Google Earth, 
which must be installed on your 
computer. Visit earthgoogle.com to 
download the free application. The 
data can then be downloaded into 
Google Earth.  

Each site has been labeled with a 
letter that identifies the location. For 

Epicenter of the Market Rasen earthquake.

screaming ‘Dad.’”

For more information, visit http:// 
news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/england/ 
7266136.stm.

instance, an S indicates the location 
of an engineered structure while an 
L indicates the location of a lifeline.

Most of the sites have a photo 
and other information that can be 

accessed by clicking on “More.”

EERI encourages the use of GPS 
devices for earthquake investiga-
tions and presentation of the col-
lected data in GIS maps.

Sites investigated following the Wells earthquake.




